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I. Introduction: “I believe what the Bible says.” 
 
Charles P. Krauth (1823–1883): 
 

The Rule of Faith is God’s voice to us; faith is the hearing of that voice, and the 
Confession, our reply of assent to it. By our faith, we are known to the Lord as his; by 
our Confession, we are known to each other as His children. Confession of faith, in 
some form, is imperative. To confess Christ, is to confess what is our faith in him. As 
the Creed is not, and cannot be the Rule of Faith, but is its Confession merely, so the 
Bible, because it is the Rule of Faith, is of necessity not its Confession. The Bible can no 
more be any man’s Creed, than the stars can be any man’s astronomy. The stars furnish 
the rule of the astronomer’s faith…If a man were examined as a candidate for the chair 
of astronomy in a university, and were asked, “What is your astronomical system?” and 
were to answer, “I accept the teaching of the stars,” the reply would be, “You may think 
you do—so does the man who is sure that the stars move round the world, and that they 
are not orbs, but ‘gimlet-holes to let the glory through.’ We wish to know what you hold 
the teachings of the stars to be? Do you receive as in harmony with them, the results 
reached by Copernicus, by Galileo, by Kepler, by Newton…or do you think the world 
one great flat, and the sun and moon mere pendants to it?”  “Gentlemen,” replies the 
independent investigator, “the theories of those astronomers are human systems – man-
made theories. I go out every night on the hills, and look at the stars, as God made them, 
through a hole in my blanket, with my own good eyes, not with a man-made telescope, 
or fettered by a man-made theory; and I believe in the stars and in what they teach me: 
but if I were to say, or write what they teach, that would be a human creed –and I am 
opposed to all creeds.” “Very well,” reply the examiners, “we wish you joy in the 
possession of a good pair of eyes, and feel it unnecessary to go any further. If you are 
unwilling to confess your faith, we will not tax your conscience with the inconsistency of 
teaching that faith, nor tax our own with the hazard of authorizing you to set forth in the 
name of the stars your own ignorant assumptions about them.”1 

 
II. Confession: What does this mean? 

 
Christians confess the faith. This is not a Lutheran invention, but is already seen as a vital part of 
the lives of God’s people in the Old and New Testaments: 
 

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one” (Deut 6:4).  
 
“‘So everyone who acknowledges Me before men, I also will acknowledge before My Father 
who is in heaven, but whoever denies Me before men, I also will deny before My Father who 
is in heaven’” (Matt 10:32–33). 

 
1 The Conservative Reformation and Its Theology: As Represented in the Augsburg Confession and in the History and 
Literature of the Evangelical Lutheran Church (St. Louis: Concordia, 2007), 166–67. 



“There is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one 
Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist” (1 Cor 8:6). 
 
“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised 
Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes and is justified, and 
with the mouth one confesses and is saved” (Rom 10:9 – 10). 

 
III. “Concordia” – what’s in a name? 

 
Hermann Sasse (1895 – 1976): 
 

The real life-and-death question for the Missouri Synod, as for every other Lutheran 
Church, is not about the strength of the external organization, the constitution, the 
growth of the congregation, or the school system. Nor is it about the position of the 
Confession as the basis for the message and work of the church. Rather it has to do with 
the strength of the Lutheran faith; that is, the genuine deep faith of the hearth in the 
saving Gospel, which the Holy Spirit alone can give. It is the question whether, and to 
what extent, this strongest confessional church of Lutheranism is a truly confessing 
church, a church in which the Lutheran Confession is not merely held in honor as the 
confession of the fathers and therefore in force and untouchable. It is the question 
whether the Confession is the confession of a living faith of the congregation, and 
therefore the formative life-principle of the church. It is the question which Missouri, 
even as every other church, must ask herself in humility and must answer before the face 
of God: Are we still Lutheran?2 

  
IV. Sola Scriptura – What defines “Lutheran”?  

 
Preface 

“built upon solid testimonies of the truth expressed in God’s Word, which cannot be 
shaken” (7). 
 
“the declaration of the pure Christian doctrine… fortified and strengthened by the 
testimonies of Holy Scripture against corruptions and perversions” (13). 
 
“…errors conflict with God’s clear Word. They do so in such a way that they cannot be 
reconciled with the Word” (20). 
 
“no other doctrine should be proclaimed and accurately set forth except that which is 
founded upon God’s Word” (21). 
 
“being instructed from the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures, we are sure about our 
doctrine and Confession” (22). 

 
 
 

 
2 “Letter to Pastors,” number 20. See Letters to Lutheran Pastors: 1951–1956, ed. Matthew C. Harrison (St. 
Louis: Concordia, 2014), 5–31. 



Formula of Concord  
 

“Necessity requires us to explain these disputed articles according to God’s 
Word…Everyone who has a Christian understanding can notice which opinion about the 
controversial matters agrees with God’s Word…and which does not” (Intro, 10). 
 
“The common doctrine must be brought together from God’s Word” (Rule & Norm, 1). 
 
“First, are the prophetic and apostolic Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the 
pure, clear fountain of Israel. They are the only true standard or norm by which all teachers 
and doctrines are to be judged” (3). 
 
“in these last times, by special grace, God has brought the truth of His Word to light again 
from the darkness of the papacy through the faithful service of the precious man of God, 
Dr. Luther. According to the Word of God, this doctrine has been collected from it…” (5). 
 
“In the sight of God and of all Christendom, we want to testify to those now living and 
those who will come after us. This declaration presented here about all the controverted 
articles mentioned and explained above—and no other—is our faith, doctrine, and 
confession. By God’s grace, with intrepid hearts, we are willing to appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ with this Confession and give an account of it. We will not speak or 
write anything contrary to this Confession, either publicly or privately. By the strength of 
God’s grace we intend to abide by it” (Other Factions & Sects, 40). 

 
Confessional Subscription 

 
V. The Confessional Writings 
 

A. The Catholic Tradition:  
 
1. Apostles’ Creed  

 
2. Nicene Creed  

 
3. Athanasian Creed  

 
B. The Pastoral Heart: The Catechisms 

  
1. Small Catechism (1529): 
 

The common person, especially in the villages, has no knowledge whatever of Christian 
doctrine. And unfortunately, many pastors are completely unable and unqualified to 
teach. Yet, everyone says that they are Christians, have been baptized, and receive the 
holy Sacraments, even though they cannot even recite the Lord’s Prayer or the Creed or 
the Ten Commandments (SC, Preface, 2–3). 
 

2. Large Catechism (1529), sermon fodder since two chief weaknesses of clergy were poor 
preaching and lack of theological knowledge. 



C. Confessional Awakening at Augsburg 
 

1. Augsburg Confession: On June 25, 1530 the Augsburg Confession was presented to the 
Holy Roman Emperor Charles V by seven German princes and the officials of two free 
cities.  
 
a. The Doctrinal Articles (1-21): 
 

This then is nearly a complete summary of our teaching. As can be seen, there is 
nothing that varies from the Scriptures, or from the Church universal, or from the 
Church of Rome, as known from its writers. Since this is the case, those who insist 
that our teachers are to be regarded as heretics are judging harshly. There is, 
however, disagreement on certain abuses that have crept into the Church without 
rightful authority….It is a false and hate-filled charge that our churches have 
abolished all the ceremonies instituted in ancient times. But the abuses connected 
with the ordinary rites have been a common source of complaint. They have been 
corrected to some extent since they could not be approved with a good conscience. 

 
b. Abuses that Have Been Corrected (articles 22-28): 

 
Our churches do not dissent from any article of faith held by the Church catholic. 
They only omit some of the newer abuses. They have been erroneously accepted 
through the corruption of the times, contrary to the intent of canon law. Therefore, 
we pray that Your Imperial Majesty will graciously hear what has been changed and 
why the people are not compelled to observe those things that are abuses against 
their conscience. 

 
2. Roman Confutation (August 3, 1530): Accepted with no caveats the Augsburg 

Confession’s articles on God (I), Christ (III), Baptism (IX), the Lord’s Supper (X), 
Christ’s Return to Judgment (XVII), and the Cause of Sin (XIX). Read to Lutherans, 
ordered to accept its conditions and conclusions, and make no reply to it, but they were 
not given a copy. Given until April 15, 1531 to concede, they refused. 
 

3. The Apology: Melanchthon’s Tour de Force (1531) 
 

D. The Smalcald Articles (1536 – 37): doctrinal statement of the essential articles of the faith for 
a council of the church, serves as Luther’s own religious last will and testament.  
 
Contents:  

Part I – a brief restatement of the Trinitarian faith 
 

Part II – four articles, honing in on what Luther finds most objectionable in the  
Roman Church – direct assertion the pope is the Antichrist 

 
Part III – other articles of faith, treated earlier in the Augsburg Confession 

 
 
 



E. Once more from Melanchthon: The Treatise on the Power and Primacy of the Pope (1537) 
 
The specific reasons for rejecting the papacy, addressing the claims which had grown 
through the middle ages: 
 
1. Supremacy as the head of the church by divine right 

 
2. Head of all earthly rule 

 
3. Submission to the pope necessary for salvation 
 
Ends treating the power and jurisdiction of bishops 

 
F. Getting the Log Out of Your Own Eye: The Formula of Concord (1577) 

 
1. Lutheranism after Luther:  

 
a. Renewed pressure from Holy Roman Emperor leads to war, Lutherans defeated 

 
b. Inner strife – foreseen by Luther already in 1531: 

 
“Then (after our death) many will arise who will want to be masters. Under 
pretext of piety they will teach perverse things and will quickly overthrow all that 
we have built up during so long a time and at such great labor…. sectarians 
…after our death will take possession of those church, too, which we have 
established by our ministry and will infect them with their poison and pervert 
them.” 
 

2. Theological Controversies (centered on Melanchthon) 
 

a. Adiaphoristic Controversy  
 

i. Augsburg Interim (May 15, 1548)  
 

ii. Leipzig Interim (December 22, 1548)  
 

b. Melanchthon waffles further 
 

i. Began to teach three reasons people are saved: The Holy Spirit; God’s Word; 
a person’s nonresisting will 
 

ii. Adopts a Calvinistic view of the presence of Christ in the Sacrament of the 
Altar: 

Concerning the Supper of the Lord, they [our churches] teach that 
with the bread and wine the body and blood of Christ are offered 
to those who eat in the Lord’s Supper (1540 Variata). 

 
 



c. Peace of Augsburg (1555) 
 

d. Two main camps: 
 

i. Philippists 
 

ii. Gnesio (“Genuine”)-Lutherans 
 

3. Other Controversies 
 

a. Good works: necessary or harmful? 
 

b. Righteousness: are we “made” righteous or “declared” righteous? 
 

c. The Law: Should it be preached to Christians? If so, does it only condemn or 
does it also instruct? 
 

d. Descent into Hell – Calvinists taught that Christ went to hell to suffer 
 

e. Election – not an issue among Lutherans, but Calvinism continued to spread 
 

f. Heretical sects that rejected the Trinity began to spread 
 

4. Drive for Unity from the South 
 

a. John Brenz 
 

b. Jacob Andreae 
 

5. The Second Martin: Chemnitz 
 

6. The Formula of Concord: Two Documents 
 

a. Solid Declaration: In-depth  
 

b. Epitome: Brief summary of the issues by Andreae. Format:  
 

i. Issues at hand  
 

ii. What we believe, teach, and confess  
 

iii. What we reject and condemn 
 

7. Controversies Resolved 
 

a. Adiaphora (1548–55) Article X. Sides with Flacius: nothing is an adiaphoron in 
cases of confession against error 
 



b. Majoristic (1551–62) Article IV. Two theologians said good works are necessary 
to salvation, another said they are detrimental: good works are necessary as fruits 
of faith, but not to salvation 
 

c. Synergistic (1555–60) Article II. Sides with Flacius: God alone converts man, 
though man’s person and will are involved. Conversion is God’s work; man and 
his will are purely passive 
 

d. Flacian (1560 – 75) Article I. Rejects Flacian’s opposite error against synergism. 
Formula: original sin is not part of man’s substance, and yet it is so deeply infixed 
that man is totally corrupt 
 

e. Osiandrian (1549 – 66) Article III. Rejects Osiander’s position that we are 
righteous by Christ’s divine nature dwelling in us. Formula: Christ is our 
righteousness as God and Man, this is reckoned to us by faith 
 

f. Antinomian (1527 – 56) Articles V & VI. Both Law and Gospel, properly 
distinguished according to their functions, are necessary; the Law is also a guide 
for Christians 
 

g. Crypto-Calvinistic (1560 – 74) Articles VII & VIII. Christ’s body and blood are 
present and received with the mouth by every communicant; the divine attributes 
of Christ are fully communicated to His human nature 
 

h. Descent into Hell Article IX. Christ’s descent to hell was triumphant and the 
beginning of His exaltation according to the human nature. 
 

i. Predestination Article XI. God’s gracious election in Christ is the cause of 
believer’s salvation; the lost are lost by their own fault. 

 



 
 

 
 
 


