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Before God spoke to His people of old by the prophets, He spoke to them directly from the clouds of Mount Sinai. The 
voice of God was heard by all the people of Israel as He spoke the Ten Commandments. It was accompanied by thunder, 
lightning, the sound of the trumpet and smoke. The people shook in terror. When God speaks, that is what happens. The 
people pleaded in fear for Moses to go and speak to God alone and bring His Word to them. So Moses “drew near to 
the thick darkness where God was.” God even said that the people were right in this request (Deut 5:28). 
 
Years later, Moses went on to prophesy of another prophet. He would be raised up by God from the midst of His people 
with the words of the Lord in His mouth. And so it is that like a trumpet, John the Baptist heralds the coming of that 
Prophet, not just like Moses but greater than Moses. The One John heralds comes not simply to lead us to an earthly land, 
His is no earthly kingdom. He comes to bring us to heaven. The One who comes is not only a Prophet, but far more. His 
preaching concerns the necessity of His suffering, death, and resurrection for sins. His preaching is already contained and 
condensed in John’s identification of Him: “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”  
 
He is not only Prophet; He is Priest and Victim. He is the answer to all the ancient promises and types. He is what all the 
history of the Old Testament drove towards. He is what the Church of the Old Testament laid hold of by faith and 
looked forward to in joyous hope. 
 
But even as God’s speaking of the Law from Sinai revealed the weakness of sinful hearts, and the people soon 
demonstrated it in their fashioning and worship of the golden calf, so the Lord’s gracious visitation, His coming in our 
own flesh to redeem and to save, is ignored and spurned as a threat. It starts already with John.  
 
John comes plainly and obviously as the messenger from God to prepare the way of the Lord. He is doing and saying 
things that no one else has. That is why the priests and Levites ask the questions they do. All their questions to John 
connect to who the Messiah is and what the Messiah would do. There was plenty of confusion by that time about how the 
Messiah would come. There was even a question about how many Messiahs there would be, some thought there would be 
one who would suffer and die, and another who would reign as king. But the men of Jerusalem who send people to John 
recognized enough to know John fit into the picture somehow. Some of them likely even knew John and the 
circumstances of his birth because John’s father Zechariah was a priest, perhaps even trained some of those priests sent to 
John in their duties. 
 
John, despite his great role in the story of salvation, does not wish to talk about himself. He is but the voice and the hand 
that pours the water. He tells them that while he is not the Christ, the Christ is among them, in their midst. He tells them 
that he is the servant of the Christ, baptizing with His authority; for if John is not worthy to even untie the sandal strap of 
such a One, and yet he is baptizing in preparation for Him, clearly John’s authority comes from Him!  
 
John lays it all out, but there is no interest. There is, on the part of those questioning him, not a bit of curiosity about who 
John is speaking of. Not just lack of interest, but as we know from the rest of the Gospels, there is hostility and rejection. 
Because the One who has come, Jesus, is a threat. He’s not a threat because He comes in glory and terror, but because He 
comes in humility. He’s not a threat because He comes to exercise worldly dominion for the comfort and wealth of those 
who follow Him, but because He comes to bring comfort to the conscience that is stricken in terror of God and the fear 
of hell. He is a threat because the wealth that He gives outlasts all the treasures of this world, where even if moth and rust 
do not destroy, it will be part of earth’s destruction.  
 
As strange, counter to what makes sense, as sad as it is, the Pharisees, the priests, and Levites, do not want that. They 
would rather go their own way, have their power and prestige, make their own worth and standing before God. They cling 
to the comforts of their position, and set their hearts on things going their way in this world. 
 
What of you? What do you want? The temptation for us is the same as it was for those who questioned John, for those 
who opposed the very Christ who was sent to them. Christ comes in lowliness and humility, already in His birth, but it 
applies to His entire life, where He has no place to lay His head even as He provides holes for foxes and nests to the bird. 
It culminates in His death. He dies alone, bearing all the sin of the world. That is how God chooses to speak and to act. 



That is what He has come into the midst of His people to do. In these last days He has spoken by His Son, the Lamb of 
God, the sacrifice, for the sin of the world.  
 
Is that what is at the heart of your life? Is that what will be the centerpiece of your Christmas celebration? Not just what 
you say about why Christmas is important, why it matters, but will it be reflected in what you do? The best indicator of this 
for parents is to just ask the children, “What is Christmas about? Why do we celebrate it? What makes it important?” 
Perhaps we don’t ask that because we are afraid of what we will hear, because it will expose the fact that we so often 
emphasize the wrong things in our actions. That as much as we say it is about Jesus, what we emphasize, what we 
prioritize on Christmas Day, are the shiny packages, and a rotund man in a red suit. But so also, at whatever stage in life 
we are, we can look far more broadly at our lives. What is important? What do we value? What do we care about? 
 
John points out for us what that ought to be. He is the consummate preacher not just for Advent, but for the entire year. 
He does expose our sins, the boastful loftiness of our own self-estimation, the rough edges that hurt those whom we are 
to love. He shines a light on the valleys of our hearts, our lowest, worst moments, and the depths of sorrow and anguish.  
 
But contrary to his appearance, John is not just a fiery preacher of the Law. He did call Israel to repent. He bids you to do 
the same. He also gave them a baptism for the forgiveness of sins. He speaks of and directs your attention to the Christ 
who is among you, who has come and made perfect payment for your sins, who still comes graciously, who is at hand 
even now, to tend, gather, carry, and lead His flock. 
 
He has done that today for Isabelle, has welcomed her into His sheepfold, the holy Church. He has done the same for 
you. And He bids you to see in this Holy Christmas season, how it is that He has come: lowly, gently, meekly, for you. 
Not just once, long ago in Bethlehem, but even now in His Means of Grace. 
  


