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Aside from wondering when the end will be, no other topic in the discussion of the end times has more questions than 
heaven and hell. What will they be like? Where exactly are they located? When were they made? Those questions can be 
interesting to consider, but the reason Scripture speaks of heaven and hell is not to stir up various questions that can 
sometimes become quite silly. Rather, it so that by considering the eternal punishments that await the ungodly in hell and 
the eternal joys that await the godly in heaven, we might avoid all things which might lead us to hell, and cling to the one 
thing which opens heaven to us. 
 

The right-hand portion of the bulletin cover is not pretty to look at. Scary even. And that’s good. Because hell is not 
pretty. It is a frightful sentence that will be given to many. We talk about and consider the reality of hell because our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself discusses it. It may disturb us, we may not like it, nevertheless this teaching is most beneficial for us. 
That is how it is with many things that are good for us. The sick person often recoils from the food that is given in order 
to strengthen. Children and adults alike gag at the taste of medicine s given in order to bring relief. Considering the 
biblical teaching of hell might incline us to recoil as many in our day have to the extent that even if they acknowledge 
hell’s existence, and that alone is unusual today, they are uncertain about saying anyone actually goes there. It may be 
distasteful and lead us to gag at the bitter truth, but through the revulsion and bitterness comes benefit for the Christian. 
 

What is hell? The word is used two ways in Scripture. First, it describes eternal death, that is, the state of wretchedness, 
punishment, and unhappiness into which the ungodly fall immediately after temporal death in their souls, and which they 
will forever live in their resurrected bodies. Yes, all the bodies of the dead will be raised. All those alive at the Lord’s 
return will be transformed. The godly will be raised to immortality and incorruption. The ungodly will also be raised, 
united in soul and body, but, though immortal, they will not have glory and incorruption, but shame and loathsomeness.  
 

Hell also refers to the “where” in which this eternal suffering takes place. Another word used in the New Testament, used 
particularly by Jesus, is Gehenna. This particular name gives us some idea of what hell is like. Gehenna was the name for a 
valley just east of Jerusalem: the Valley of Hinnom. The historical books of the Old Testament tell us that it was there 
that, when the people of Judah fell into idolatry, they offered their children as sacrifices to the god Molech. A copper idol 
of the god was set up in the valley, with hands outstretched and a hollow belly. A fire was kindled in the belly to heat up 
the idol, and the infant would then be placed on the red-hot hands.  
 

The godly King Josiah abolished this practice. He made the place unusable for such practice ever again by defiling it, 
filling it with the bodies of horses, mules, other animals, and all manner of filth. A fire was constantly burning to 
incinerate all this, and so the term Gehenna used this place as the consummate image of disgrace, torture, wailing, horrible 
stink, and unquenchable fire. That is the image Jesus holds up as the image of hell. 
 

So, it’s clear from Scripture that it exists. We hear from Jesus Himself that it’s a terrible place of unending fire and 
torment. Why do people go there? It is not because it is God’s desire. Notice in the reading from Matthew 25, that while 
the kingdom has been prepared for the godly from before the foundation of the world, the eternal fire into which the 
ungodly are cast was not prepared for them. It was prepared for the devil and his angels, it was never intended for people. 
 

So why does anyone go there? God is light. When we turn away from God and from His Word and light, we fall into 
darkness. God is the highest and only good. When we turn away from Him, we fall into evil, and into the absence of all 
good and the into presence of all evil. Most clearly, God is life itself; life comes only from Him. That is what the first 
chapters of Scripture show us. Outside of and apart from God there is no life, not just biological life, but purpose, 
meaning, and joy for life. When we turn from God, we turn from life and we fall into death. We cannot but die, have 
purposelessness, emptiness, despair.  
 

Hell is the just sentence, the natural result that lies upon us all by nature of what we are as sinful creatures and by what we 
continue to do in sinning. That God punishes wickedness and unbelief with utter destruction is seen in the fate of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, of the rebellious Israelites brought low in the wilderness and who suffered destruction by Assyria, 
Babylon, and Rome. It is seen in all the judgments and punishments inflicted on God’s enemies, and who persecute His 
saints: Assyria, Babylon, Egypt, Midian, the Philistines, Edom, Moab, Greece, Rome, Nazi Germany, Soviet Russia, and 
ISIS. We each justly merit the anger of God for our sin, the gnawing despair of separation from Him, and torturing devils 
all about us, that this all be suffered eternally, without end. 
 



Repent. You see where your sin will lead, the kindling that it piles up. Do not cover up the light of your conscience with 
the darkness of sins and ignore what you know from God’s Word! Flee from what does send people to hell, and what 
may, if it goes unchecked, do the very same to you. See also what Christ’s merit delivers you from! See what He has 
endured for you in His holy Passion, and therefore what He promises to all those who trust in Him, and it is not the fires 
of hell, but the sweetest and fullest comfort and splendor of heaven. 
 

If the Bible has various ways of speaking about hell, it has abundant descriptions of heaven: joyous; reigning with Christ; 
sitting at the table in the kingdom with all those from north, south, east, and west; eternal rest; paradise; the Father’s 
house; Abraham’s bosom; God’s barn; eternal dwellings; the sanctuary; the heavenly Jerusalem; and the fatherland. 
 

All that to say that the condition of those who have been delivered from their sin and eternal death through Christ who 
has willingly taken our place and suffered all that on the cross, will be the most complete blessedness and satisfaction. 
This will not be because of crass pleasures: the best golf course ever, the most glorious and unending catch of fish, or the 
70 virgins of Mohammed’s lustful fantasy.  
 

Our blessedness and satisfaction in soul and body will be from the fact that God will be “all in all” (1 Cor 15:28). He will 
be the noblest, best, and highest good that fills all our senses, thoughts, and desires. We will see nothing more beautiful, 
hear nothing more sublime, taste nothing sweeter, feel nothing dearer, and speak of nothing nobler than the Almighty 
God who loved us unto the point of giving His own Son to save us from our sins which would otherwise cast us into hell. 
There we will have perfect fellowship with God. What we have now by faith will be enjoyed with sight. The apostle John 
writes: “Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when 
He appears we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is” (1 Jn 3:2).  
 

St. Paul tells us “now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, 
even as I have been fully known” (1 Cor 13:12). We do not behold God directly yet. Then we will. We will also see, 
understand, and rejoice in His perfect will for us in our lives. We will not just believe that but will see how all things in our 
life on this earth will have served our eternal good, how He worked graciously through all things to bring us into 
conformity with the perfect image of His Son in whom we have redemption. And those whom we introduced to Christ, 
perhaps years before and in ways unknown to us, will make themselves known to us, giving thanks for how even we were 
God’s instruments. 
 

Our sanctification will be complete, that is, we will be full of perfect love and possession of God. There will be no 
lingering sin, no taint or remembrance of it. Every evil that can be named or imagined will be absent from us - death, sin, 
and temptation - will all be removed. 
 

The good works that we have done in faith, in addition to serving as the public evidence for our salvation at the 
Judgment, they and our afflictions for the sake of Christ, will be rewarded. Just as the son has a place in the home simply 
by virtue of being the son, yet his faithful service in the household is kindly rewarded and praised, so too it will be for the 
children of the heavenly Father. We are His children by grace, adopted solely through the merits of Christ and not our 
own. Yet our faithful service as His children is treasured by Him. It will be praised and rewarded by Him. As Paul says, 
“Each shall receive his wages according to his labor” (1 Cor 3:8). 
 

The saints living in perfect fellowship with God in the new heavens and earth will not be in drab uniformity, but rather as 
the various flowers, roses, lilies, carnations, and tulips, in which the Heavenly Gardener has equal delight, but also relishes 
the differences between them even as He has created each of the stars in differing brilliance and beauty. 
 

We sang Philipp Nicolai’s hymn written to express the joy of the believing soul at the moment of the Lord’s appearing. In 
closing, hear the words of the final stanza of Nicolai’s second hymn, the joyous wedding hymn of the believing soul 
concerning Christ the heavenly bridegroom, the song of the first and eternal dance: 
 

What joy to know, when life is past, 
The Lord we love is first and last, The end and the beginning! 
He will one day, oh, glorious grace, 
Transport us to that happy place 
   Beyond all tears and sinning! 
      Amen! Amen!  
   Come, Lord Jesus! Crown of gladness! 
      We are yearning For the day of Your returning! 


