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No one is excited to stand before a judge. To pass judgment on another is one of the cardinal sins of this age. And the 
popular slogan, “Only God can judge me,” is not really an expression of desire to be judged by God, but is rather uttered 
in the blasphemous self-confidence that even if there is a God, He is a kindly grandfather who winks at sin, and would 
never so much as scold let alone judge and condemn to hell. 
 
And yet the unanimous consent of the entire church of both the Old and New Testaments, and therefore the confession 
of the church in her creeds is that at His glorious coming, Christ will “judge both the living and the dead.” There will be a 
judgment; not partial or hidden, but public, before all creation. It will be complete, total, universal, upon all people in body 
and soul, from which they will experience complete, full, and consummate retribution and punishment in hell or reward 
and consolation in heaven.  
 
The Judge will be the God-man, our Lord Jesus Christ. He will be seen by all; by those who are alive at His coming, and 
by all the dead. Those alive transformed, the dead raised, unto immortality. They will see Him sitting in His glorious 
power and He will pronounce the definitive eternal sentence, will immediately commit it to its execution, and there will be 
no motions for dismissal. No chance of a hung jury, no opportunity to appeal. There will be no overturning the judgment 
of the eternal Son of God.  
 
This judgment is foreseen throughout the Scriptures. It is already seen when the Lord God says to Adam, “Where are 
you?” (Gen 3:9). This is not a question through which God seeks knowledge He doesn’t already have. It is a rebuke, no 
different from that of a parent to a child who has done wrong. He is not asking Adam in what place he is, but of his 
condition, what have his sins led him to that he is running away from God, whom he used to look for and enjoy. On the 
Last Day Christ will bring out into His light all who have ever lived and examine their condition. There will be no hiding, 
no escape. In this regard, Jesus likens it to the flood: “For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son 
of Man” (Matt 24:37).  
 
Our Lord teaches in many of His parables, how all humanity will be perfectly and finally separated at this Judgment. The 
threshing floor will contain only the grain as the chaff is winnowed away. The wheat and tares that grew together in the 
field will be separated, the wheat gathered up into the barn and the weeds bundled and burned. The good fish will be 
sorted out and kept from the bad which are thrown away. The sheep will be separated from the goats. After the 
separation, the case of each person will be made public, known to all. The godly and the ungodly will be examined clearly, 
all hidden secrets placed under the brightest light by the Divine Judge.  
 
If that doesn’t make you squirm in discomfort, you need to spend a little more time examining yourself in light of the Ten 
Commandments. Who dare not fear knowing that not only God, but all humanity, will see the deepest thoughts, the 
innermost desires, and the most concealed acts?  
 
We are urged by Scripture to always be mindful of the day of judgment. Forgetfulness of the judgment is the mother of 
security and sin. Remembrance of the Final Judgment, on the other hand, is the mother of true piety in the Christian life. 
To arise in the morning and be mindful that there might not be an evening to the day, or when we lie down in bed that 
there might not be a dawn, these ought always be remembered by the Christian. Such remembrance restrains us from 
ungodliness and sin. When you find yourself tempted to commit a particular sin, ask yourself, “What if the Lord returns 
while I am in midst of this?”  
 
Remembrance of the Day of Judgment also drives us to repentance, to vigilance and self-control, to cry out in prayer to 
the Father that He would protect us and preserve us in the faith. It leads us to be watchful for the snares of Satan, the 
world, and our sinful flesh, and to avoid them. It warns us to flee carnal security, stirring us up from the lethargy of our 
sins, shaking us awake. If this sermon has pricked your conscience and you see the need to repent, to turn from sin and 
resist it, God be praised! 
 
Now perhaps you are still on edge, wondering the question, “Am I just, or am I destined for condemnation? Which am I? 
If the books are opened to all, how can I possibly stand?” Indeed, the psalmist rightly says, “If You, O LORD, should 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who could stand?” That is a rhetorical question. If any record of sin were kept, the true 



record of the books being of our thoughts, words, and deeds, there is none who could stand before the judgment seat. All 
those who do, who insist on their own way, their own merits and goodness, they will not like the verdict they hear. 
 
Is there any hope? Yes indeed! It is Christ Jesus. The sentence of judgment that will be passed on the godly is none other 
than the absolution, the word of forgiveness that was uttered, made known, and confirmed in this life through the 
ministry of the Word. It is the very Gospel that you hear and believe. That is what Jesus says in John, chapter 5: “Truly, 
truly,” that is, Amen, amen, it’s divinely guaranteed, “I say to you, whoever hears My word and believes Him who 
sent Me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life” (v. 24). 
 
Believers will not become children of God and heirs of eternal life on the Last Day, rather they are shown and declared to 
already be such in this life. The Judgment of salvation and deliverance is received now inwardly through faith. It is made 
public on the Last Day in the presence of angels and men. So also the condemnation of judgment on the ungodly is no 
new sentence, but the solemn witness and publication of what is already true of them under the condemnation of the Law 
apart from Christ. 
 
That is to say, on the Last Day, the basis of the judgment is nothing other than the Word that is preached in the church, 
the Gospel that is delivered today. Do you fear the just sentence for your many sins? Do you shudder to think of the 
inescapable examination of your record? Then flee to Christ! For He has already paid for your sins with His own blood. 
He has lived the blameless life of perfect love toward God and neighbor. And that payment, that holy life, is what is given 
you, truly and totally, in the waters of Holy Baptism, they are what faith lays hold of. What stands written of you in the 
books are the merits of Christ and what proceeds from that.  
 
This is why Jesus does speak about works in connection to the Judgment. So also the Athanasian Creed when it says 
concerning Christ’s coming, “all people will raise again with their bodies and give an account concerning their own deeds. 
And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those who have done evil into eternal fire.” That language 
often makes Lutherans’ ears perk up. What needs to be answered first is the question: “Who are those who have done 
good?” The preceding 37 verses of the Athanasian Creed answer that question. Those verses confess the Holy Trinity and 
our Lord Jesus Christ “who suffered for our salvation.” The good works of the Christian, and of which Christ will speak 
on the Day of Judgment, are the evidence and testimony of true faith.  
 
Finally, remembrance of the Judgment frees us from worry and delivers us from despair. All those things that vex and 
trouble you, the injustices, the wicked who seem to get away with it, and especially the sufferings of the Holy Church, they 
will all be put to right. The just will be vindicated, shown to be right, shown to be innocent of the calumnies and lies 
uttered against them.   
 
The words that will be spoken by the Judge, the words that will stand for all eternity, are these: “Come, you who are 
blessed by My Father, take possession of the kingdom which has been prepared for you from the creation of the 
world” (Matt 25:34).  
 
Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly! 
 
 


