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Jesus says there will be “perplexity…people fainting with fear and with foreboding.” It will be greater than what we 
already witness and experience with the constant signs of the Lord’s return. Floridians joyfully burned their hurricane 
warning flags last week as the storm season ended, but the trepidation will begin anew in the spring, even as we will keep 
our own ears attuned to the storm sirens. Economic worry looks like it will remain a while longer. Sabre-rattling on the 
world stage continues, changing only the nation from whence it comes. And when the COVID variants finally run all the 
way down to omega, there will be some new germ to trouble us.  
 
But our Lord makes clear that even as these sorts of signs will continue until the end of time, at THE end, on the Last 
Day, it will begin with the total undoing of creation. The Lord set up the firmament as witness to His handiwork and to 
declare His glory. So also, as the new creation enters in the old will pass away. Jesus says “the powers of the heavens 
will be shaken.” In case you think that doesn’t sound so bad, St. Peter unpacks a little bit more what exactly that will 
look like:  
 

“the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be 
exposed. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of 
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the 
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn” (2 Pet 3:10 – 12). 

 
Heaven and earth in ashes burning, we sang. Not exactly the sort of thing that you want to be around to witness, is it? If 
pandemics, shortages, and political disagreements bring out the sorts of things in sinful man that we’ve seen these past 
months, what reactions will this prompt? Consider what else will happen on that day; not just the passing away of the 
heavens, but the very next thing Jesus says: “And then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power 
and great glory.” How will this, the Lord’s coming in glory, be received? 
 
In this world, wicked men scheme and often succeed. Criminals are either never caught, or they take the easy way out, it 
seems having never to answer for their crimes. That is nothing new. That is how it looked on Good Friday as Jesus stood 
through two sham trials, suffered all manner of abuse, and was finally pierced and nailed to the tree. Indeed, that end was 
all but ensured when, being asked if He was the Messiah, the Son of God, Jesus foretold that those men would see Him 
“seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Mat 26:64). With the truth of these words 
and His divine identity rejected He was condemned to death.  
 
There, enthroned in the glory of His cross, He has already brought about the perfect new creation. The sins which 
condemn you to a destruction more total than that of this fallen world, were passed to Him. His life, His righteousness, 
His victory over death and unending life with God, have been given to you in Holy Baptism. You already have by faith 
what the Final Day will usher in in the sight of all, and that will last for eternity. You have been clothed in and given as 
your own the Word of God, His very name. Though all other things pass away in this creation, that will not. 
 
St. John was given a vision of the Last Day. He writes of what he saw in Revelation, including these words: “Behold, He 
is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him” (1:7). He who was scorned 
and put to shame, who, in His suffering Church, continues to be persecuted, denied, and mocked, He will return in glory. 
The man who died and is alive will be seen in the full divine power and majesty of God, no longer hidden invisibly as He 
comes to us now, but unveiled, seen by all even as the lightning bolt that flashes across the sky is manifest, missed by 
none. Jesus says, “it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth” (Lk 21:35). 
 
There will no longer be scoffing, denial, or doubt. He will be seen and known by all as true God. Just as He dwelt in the 
cloud to lead and be with His people of Old, just as His divine glory was seen by Peter, James, and John on the Mount of 
Transfiguration and the voice of the Father thundered from the cloud, just as the visible appearance of the resurrected 
and glorified Lord was hidden by the cloud, so He will be shown to be who He said He was, riding on those same clouds, 
as the prophet Nahum writes: 
 



“The LORD is a jealous and avenging God; the LORD is avenging and wrathful; the LORD takes 
vengeance on His adversaries and keeps wrath for His enemies. The LORD is slow to anger and great in 
power…His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of His feet” (Nahum 1:2–3). 

 
And for we who sojourn in a strange world that is not our home, where so much happens that is not right and simply 
ought not be, this will be our greatest joy and comfort. That is what Jesus promises and consoles us with. Unbelief can 
only fear and shake in terror. Those who spurned Him in this life, saw no need for Him, they will be filled with regret and 
mourning. But for we who are of the household of faith, when we see “these things begin to take place,” Jesus says, 
“straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near” (Lk 21:28). Not duck and cover, 
not try to hide in fear, no, “straighten up and raise your heads.”  Because we will see the one who still in His divine 
glory bears those glorious scars which won our redemption. You can even see them in the bulletin art this week, look 
closely at the Lord’s palms. 
 
In those palms, from those wounds, now glorified, comes already today the deliverance and salvation that we need. The 
hymn of the day today reminds us in stark sobriety of the fact that judgment is coming. Even if all we who are alive today 
must fall asleep in death before the Lord’s return, we will all appear before the Judge and Lord of all when He finally does 
come. And our only hope in that day, our only consolation should He appear while we yet live on this earth, is the King of 
Majesty and Fount of Pity who comes now in His grace as the Savior of sinners.  
 
Whenever someone is baptized into the Holy Church we pray that he would be kept ready, living in the light of Christ, 
ever watchful. That is also what each of you are called to. There is the warning for every believer from the Lord: “watch 
yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that 
day come upon you suddenly like a trap…stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength…to stand 
before the Son of Man” (Lk 21:34, 36). 
 
Do not fall in love with the things of this world, for it will all disappear into nothing. The riches, comforts, and pleasures 
you are tempted to seek weigh down the heart, render it unable to lift itself to God in prayer and devotion. That is why 
Jesus speaks of it as “drunkenness,” where a person is rendered absolutely useless in basic function. Do not be caught 
unawares, do not be caught in impenitence or in sin when the Lord comes because you have told yourself you can always 
repent and straighten out later. Then it will be too late.  
 
Look at all that you see around you and know that the end is coming. The leaves are coming out. Even the world knows 
this, just read the headlines. But unlike them, this you should not despair, be nihilistic or apathetic. It means that you 
should be stirred to repentance and a holy life. Desire and love heavenly things. Put yourself near and make use of the 
word that will never pass away. Use earthly things for the good of others and to acquire for yourself a treasure that will 
not perish. Lift up your head, as Jesus invites you, look in joyful anticipation awaiting the good things promised you. It is 
the day of your redemption. The kingdom that you possess by faith in a hidden way, the holiness and righteousness you 
lay hold of in Christ but do not perfectly see, will be brought to its fulfillment and completion, no longer concealed and 
believed, but seen and enjoyed.  
 
Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly! 
 
 
 
 


