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The signs of the end given by our Lord in the final sermons of His public ministry, and the devastating circuit of the four 
horsemen, are not things that wait for centuries or millennia to begin. They are in continuous fulfillment since our Lord’s 
ascension into heaven. The full measure of those who will be saved has yet to be reached. God in His mercy has yet more 
to bring to faith. So also then, the signs of the brokenness of this fallen creation and the warnings of the final judgment 
continue to be given. 
 
We do not sit with our Bibles in one hand, and the newspaper in the other, trying to figure out which of the day’s events 
lines up with which prophecy. They are all of a piece. The desire for worldly dominion and power remains an ever 
constant. Rome, the Mongol Khans, Napoleon and fascism have all failed and are consigned to the history books. The sun 
has set on the British Empire. But now enter the technocratic oligarchs, seeking to control what can be said, read, and 
known. No matter the form, the lust for power lies just beneath the skin.  
 
The second horse, the shedding of blood to achieve that goal of power follows soon after the first. We have seen it in 
abundance, not just in the course of history, but even in our own nation in the last two years. The various perspectives 
each seek dominance, and more and more like the Nazi thugs and Marxist bullies of late 1920s Germany, they are out for 
blood. What follows this? What comes of this constant back and forth in the quest for influence and dominance? Chaos. 
We all now know what the supply chain is. We are no longer surprised by the hits of supply and demand upon our wallets, 
and though we now have toilet paper aplenty, holiday roasts might be scarce, and we leave our garage fuel cans half 
empty, hoping it’s a lighter winter if nothing else than for the sake of our bills. 
 
What follows all this? A foe we have all become much more acquainted with, if not in our own lives personally, then 
certainly by the constant reminders of his reality: the pale specter of death. Add to this the additional signs given by our 
Lord in His sermon, false teachers, earthquakes, and it is patently obvious that even as with the aging body, where 
ailments arise and increase in severity as the end draws near, so too the indications of the mortality and impending end of 
this world and age are increasing. The homebound members are not crazy, they are absolutely right: things are getting 
worse.  
 
What to do about it? Know first that none of it is happenstance. It is not mere accident. Entropy, that all things break 
down, is a consequence of the fall. The first horse, madmen seeking world dominion, are kept back by nuclear 
disarmament and peace treaties as little as banning firearms removes the impetus to violent crime from men’s hearts. 
When they cannot use a gun, they will use a car. Jesus says this is how it will be. It is how it must be. Because the truth is 
that this world will end. It will not last forever. It must come undone. We are terrible at remembering, at actually believing 
that. And so in His wisdom, God reminds us of this. That just as there will be a final reckoning, a judgment, where His 
wrath will be poured out on all unrighteousness, so that is seen in miniature in this life. That just as this creation will fail 
once and for all, even now we see it beginning to crack.  
 
None of this is a popular thing to say, but it is the truth. “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth” (Rom 1:18). That is, 
we see already now, divine judgment against sin. That is what God does because that is what God will do once and for all. 
We see these things, we suffer these things, that we might remember this, that we might believe the incarnate God and 
take Him seriously when He says that He is coming back to judge the living and the dead, and to make all things new. 
 
Remembering this leads to the next response of the Christian: repentance. For we cling far more to the things that are so 
easily destroyed in this world and its tumult, than to the eternal God and His Word which shall never pass away. We fear 
what others think of us, want to ensure their favor, far more than we care what God thinks of us, and of what pleases 
Him. We attempt to manage and control forces far beyond our understanding more than we turn in helpless trust to the 
God who is over all.  
 
And we see even in the church not just false teaching of one kind or another, that has always been a threat, but even the 
rejection of all that has just been said: that there is right and wrong, good and evil, that there is wrath for sin, and that 
there will be a judgment before the throne of Christ. We have preachers in our own fellowship say that to gather publicly 
as the church around the sole sustaining means in such evil days as ours, is sinful, is the breaking of the fifth 



commandment.  If there is one thing that we as individual Christians, as a congregation, as a nation and people need to do 
this Advent, it is to repent.  
 
And turn to the Lord in faith and in hope. The psalmist is surrounded by terrifying things, things that he knows are within 
the hand of God, indeed, he confesses that it is the Lord who “has brought desolations on the earth.” But the God 
who is over those things, who melts the earth at the very utterance of His voice is the One who is with us, who is on our 
side, who gives Himself to be “our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 
 
In midst of such things, He remains with His church, fortifying her in His eternal Word, what stands forever even though 
all visible creation fails. It is here that He gives one other sign, one other thing that accompanies this time of waiting, and 
of suffering: the ongoing proclamation of His Word, the unending tender appeal of the Holy Spirit to lost mankind to 
trust in the Lord of hosts, the God of Jacob, who stands with and for His people, who has suffered the fire and weight of 
divine wrath already in our stead, and therefore in Him we need not fear, in Him we shall not be moved. 
 
The time since the Lord’s ascension is not a time of free reign for evil. There is a limit to what we suffer in this life. It is all 
subject to God’s permissive will, which is always inclined toward our eternal good. Thus He teaches us to see the terrors 
and pains as occasions to repent. He wants us to repent of our idolatries and sins, and to trust in Him. What drives us to 
do that, as fearful and painful as it may be to us in experience and emotion, is, in fact, good. It is also the same time in 
which the eternal Gospel is proclaimed, directing us toward the Lamb who reigns over all things, who will come again in 
glory, judging, once and for all, all that is evil and wicked and put it to destruction. He will then put all fears and sorrows 
away, not just for a time, but for all time. So the signs we see and suffer today also direct us in hope to the day when the 
full reality of eternal joy will come.  
 
Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. 


