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Peter was the ringleader of the apostles and gave us the bedrock for our creeds in his great confession in Matthew 16, 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” But John lets us know that well before that, his brother Andrew, a 

follower of John the Baptist, having been directed to Jesus, went and told Peter, “We have found the Messiah,” and 

“brought him to Jesus.” From then on, Peter stands in the forefront, closely followed by James and John. But though he 

stands below his brother and the sons of thunder, Andrew appears a few more times. Five chapters later it is Andrew who 

brings the boy with five loaves and two fish to Jesus, from which He provided for the multitude. And in Holy Week, as 

Greeks sought to see Jesus, it was Andrew who served as the go-between to make the introductions.  

 

The simple invitation and introduction to Jesus makes all the difference. Perhaps that is why Andrew’s feast day falls at 

the beginning of the church year, often listed first on the church calendar in her books for centuries. It is the Sunday 

closest to November 30th that is the First Sunday in Advent. Andrew stands at the beginning, introducing us to Advent, 

the season of our Lord’s coming, and so, he continues to do for us what he did for his brother Peter and the Greeks in 

Jerusalem, ushering in the season that points us to Christ not only as He came in the past, but also in the present where 

He continues to hand out miraculous bread through His ministers as He once did through Andrew and the other 

disciples. And Andrew kicks off each Advent season that also reminds us of the Lord’s promise to come again. 

 

And so Andrew is the model for us of Christian faith. He had followed John the Baptist first, one of those whose heart 

was turned to prepare for the coming King. His dedication is seen in that he did not leave John because his austere 

lifestyle was too demanding. Life in the wilderness, a diet of locusts and honey, a stern preaching of repentance is not 

what turned Andrew away, but rather John’s confession of Jesus: “Behold, the Lamb of God.” That voice was honey-

coated in more than one way, for that sweet news directed Andrew to the One who came to be the sacrifice, the long-

promised Savior who would shed His blood not only for Israel but for all the world.  

 

By God’s grace, that was all Andrew needed. He was willing to endure harsh living conditions and odd diets, but nothing 

would keep him from the Christ. So he transferred from the School of the Prophets to be a student of the One of whom 

they spoke. John the Baptist was an alpha male, but Andrew sought He who is Alpha and Omega. John was the best man, 

as Jesus later calls him, but Andrew sought the Bridegroom. 

 

From Andrew’s faith comes other examples to us of holy living. Perhaps like no other, we have a model of introducing 

others to Jesus. For Andrew it began with his brother and later some Greek pilgrims. According to tradition, Andrew 

didn’t stop there, but went on to Malta, Cyprus, Greece, Georgia, Scythia, a location that has popped up in our news as 

the “Ukraine,” and even further on to Russia. A healthy reminder for us that the Gospel pays no regard for national 

boundaries, is not constrained by political allegiance.  

 

Perhaps even in death he got around and directed eyes to Jesus. Supposedly Andrew’s relics were taken to Scotland, and 

ever since it is his x-shaped cross that represents that nation in the white x on a field of blue, both in the Scottish national 

flag as well as the Union Jack, and gave his name to Scotland’s oldest university as well as its famous golf course. In any 

case, Andrew’s ministry, seen in sources both canonical and not, is a lesson for us in this holy season. As you welcome 

family to your home this Christmas, invite them. Bring them to Jesus, to where Jesus is. You may not travel the world like 

Andrew, but you know enough just as he did to send him off after the Lord: He is the Lamb of God. 

 

Confessing the faith, or evangelism is often seen as a weak thing. Children these days will think grandma is adorable for 

her devotion to church, but there you see what church is for some people: for old ladies. Let Andrew dispel us of that 

idea. His name means “the man,” or “manly,” “strong.” He lived up to it, not only in his strong will to bring other to 

Jesus, but also in laying down his life as a martyr. Tradition tells us that Andrew was put to death after refusing to 

acknowledge other gods in Patras, a city that still exists on the north coast of the southern Greek Peloponnesian 

peninsula. Faith is no weak, silent go-along to get-along sentiment for old ladies or children, but the strong conviction that 



leads not only to introducing others to Jesus, to point to Him as the Lamb of God, but also to refuse to acknowledge any 

other, no matter the cost.   

 

May Christ grant us such boldness of faith until He comes again! Amen. 

 

 

 


