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Matthew’s account of the Triumphal Entry is unique in that we hear it twice each year. Naturally, it is read on Palm 
Sunday to begin the Procession of Palms. We hear it read today on the First Sunday in Advent. The new church year 
begins, the preparation for the Feast of our Lord’s Nativity kicks off, and we are placed at the beginning of Holy Week. 
Unusual. Not what we would expect. Perhaps even bewildering. But entirely fitting, no more appropriate Gospel could be 
found. This is for two reasons.  
 

I. 
First, because we are forced to reckon with why our Lord was born. We are made to contemplate why it is that He came 
in the flesh at all. This is where He is going: to ride into Jerusalem for the Passover feast, and to be offered up as the 
sacrifice.  
 
The crowd of pilgrims that accompanied Jesus shows this truth in their words. You know them as part of the Sanctus, 
what we sing every Divine Service at the beginning of the Liturgy of the Holy Communion: “Blessed is He that cometh 
in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” Those words come from Psalm 118. Here are the surrounding 
verses; beginning with the verse that Jesus later cites to speak of Himself being rejected by the priests and scribes: 
 
The same stone which the builders refused 
 has become the chief cornerstone. 
This is the LORD’s doing,  
 and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day which the LORD has made;   
 we will rejoice and be glad in it. 
Help me now, O LORD; [what’s translated as “Help me now,” that’s the word Hosanna in Hebrew] 
 O LORD, send us now prosperity.  
Blessed is He that comes in the Name of the LORD;   
 we bless You from the house of the LORD. 
God is the LORD, who has shown us light;   
 bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar. 
 
They might just as well pray today’s Collect: Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from 
the threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance. We might ask, does the crowd realize what they are saying, 
what all this means? They rightly acknowledge Jesus as the Son of David, the blessed one come in the Lord’s name, given 
the charge by God to save His people. Do they see that He will do this by suffering rejection and being sacrificed on the 
altar of the cross? That this is the plan of the Father to save His people? That His Messiah comes not as David or 
Solomon, to defeat worldly enemies and protect His people from them, but to overcome the ancient foe and the curse of 
sin and death? Do they understand all this? Well Jerusalem will be troubled by Jesus’ preaching. They will shout for His 
death, and even the disciples who accompanied the Lord on that pilgrim road will fall away from Him. 
 
But surely we know this? Certainly we understand and take to heart those words which we now take upon our lips as we 
sing the Sanctus each week? We say them. But are we tempted to see our Lord as something other than what He is? Do 
we forget the task He has come to accomplish for us? Do we squirm and shirk away at the sight of His suffering and 
dying in rejection? What does the psalmist say of this? “This is the LORD’s doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 
This is the day which the LORD has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.” God teaches us to know and believe 
what our eyes cannot tell us. 
 
This is why the prophet says, “Say to the daughter of Zion.” “Daughter of Zion” is a phrase denoting the people of 
God, the Old Testament nation of Israel, and it is especially tied to Jerusalem. Jerusalem must be told who it is who is 
riding to enter her gates. Because He looks lowly. Jerusalem doesn’t recognize Him. The verse right after today’s Gospel 
says “And when He entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, ‘Who is this?’” The prophet 
Zechariah doesn’t just have to identify who it is, he goes on to say what this King has come to bring: righteousness and 
salvation. He comes not from this earth with its glory, that will all fade away. He comes with the power of heaven. He 
comes to accomplish His divine task of salvation by means of His blood.  



And that is what must be told to the daughter of Zion today, the holy Church. Because there is the temptation to just 
want to see baby Jesus, and not look at where He as a grown man is bound to the altar of His cross. That is a problem not 
just for unbelievers, that is a problem for Christians. We know that because the church is always more full on Christmas 
Eve than it is on Good Friday. That is to our shame. It is not the manger that Paul says summarizes His preaching, it is 
the crucifixion of the Messiah.  
 
Or There is the temptation for us to see in Jesus merely the way of earthly peace, love, and brotherhood, so we use the 
One who said He came to bring the sword of division, as an excuse to not speak His truth because we don’t want to make 
people mad at us. There is the temptation to see Jesus as the path to worldly success and joys, “I’ll trust in Him and then 
life will go well for me.” How many of God’s beloved have forsaken the faith because they must bear the cross which our 
Lord has guaranteed we must carry for the sake of following Him? 
 
He has come with the power of God’s right hand to do what needed to be done to save you. From the very get-go, the 
cross is in view. Nothing stops or hinders Him from His task, not weak disciples, not misguided crowds, not scheming 
scribes, not the price which your sins demanded. He does it. He has come and accomplished His task.  

 
II. 

But He is not done. He has not moved off the scene. He is not relegated to the past of history. To be a Christian is not to 
live solely in the past, our necks craned backwards. We live from the past, what has been won. We look to the future, to 
the Lord’s return, the end of the age, and eternal joys. But we are comforted by the fact that He is coming now.  
 
That is the second reason we hear this reading on this day. The Son of God has by His power and might come and 
defeated Satan, sin, and death. He comes now in grace to give that victory to us already, to rule over us. And so we sing 
these great words of Psalm 118 that we might recognize who it is who is coming to us. The Daughter of Zion must be 
told, she must hear the Word tell her this, because nothing else will. 
 
For many people, even those who take up the label “Christian,” this season is far too busy to spend time in church, 
praying, or reading the Bible. The spirit of Christmas consists in being nice, giving gifts, and visiting people. Those are 
good things. Still many others identify a Christian by holy living, hearing St. Paul’s words in the Epistle and taking them to 
heart. That is good also. But if these things, godly living, avoiding sin, charity, and kindness, are done apart from a heart 
that seeks to be where the King comes to His people, and the ears are deaf to Christ’s promise to be where He has said, in 
His Word, His Baptism, and the Breaking of the Bread, then they are useless, as hollow as the trunk of an artificial tree, as 
saccharine as storebought sweets. They look good and taste pleasing to us, but they are not real and cannot keep you alive.   
 
The introit has us pray the words of Psalm 25, that the Lord would show us His ways and teach us His paths. We must be 
as the colt, led by the mother donkey, led in God’s truth and taught. The Daughter of Zion must be spoken to. Reason 
and observation cannot tell you that Jesus is here. Your own experience and conscience are insufficient for knowing what 
is right or true, they tell you that God is not in control, that He doesn’t care, that He cannot or does not hear your prayers. 
The world sees what is done here as a huge waste of time, labels what you believe to be a lie, and you a fool for believing 
it.  
 
The temptation to give in to reason’s doubts, what experience tells, and what the world wants is strong. Many Christians 
have done so. Is there any point in fighting on? Is there any hope? 
 
Say to the Daughter of Zion, “Behold, your King is coming to you.” He is the King, He is over all, the One who has 
already come and shed His blood to win you forgiveness and life. He rules over you, not with power to use you or with 
wrath against you, but for you with His grace and love. That is what He comes to bring you even now. “Behold, your 
King is coming to you, humble and mounted,” He is hidden now as much as His glory was obscured by lowliness then. 
What sits on the paten and is poured from the chalice seems far humbler than a carpenter’s son on a donkey, but there He 
is, our King and our God, riding on into mouths and hearts, to comfort, to forgive, to renew and strengthen, to give you 
life and to rule over you with His grace until He comes again in glory. 
 
Come, Lord Jesus. Come quickly! 
 
 


