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TEXT:    Judges 8:22-35

CONSIDER THIS:    In a certain context, some of the saddest words are these:  “What might have been.”  Gideon 

brought temporary relief to Israel by defeating the Midianites (Judges 7) and he was commended for this 

by God (Hebrews 11:32-33).  But so much good that could have been accomplished for Israel and so 

much sorrow that could have been avoided was undermined by Gideon stepping out of God’s will.  He 

compromised with an idol in his heart and so he forfeited God’s best.  Christian, we are also vulnerable    

to idols of our own making.  Let’s apply the lessons of Judges to our lives and dwell in the best place in 

the universe:  the center of God’s will. 

I DANGER:  THE DESIRES OF THE HUMAN HEART

A) “Great are you, O Lord, and exceedingly worthy of praise; your power is immense, and your wisdom 

beyond reckoning.  And so we men, who are a due part of your creation, long to praise you – we also 

carry our mortality about with us, carry the evidence of our sin and with it the proof that you thwart the 

proud.  You arouse us so that praising you may bring us joy, because you have made us and drawn     

us to yourself, and our heart is restless until it finds its rest in you.”

                          St. Augustine - Confessions

B) Before Adam’s fall, the human heart was inclined to worship God and find ultimate fulfillment being         

in His company.  After the fall the heart’s desires were just as powerful but now they were twisted.         

Love for idols replaced love for God (see Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 3:10-11). This is the source of fear, 

frustration, anxiety, depression, insecurity, anger, greed and emotional turmoil.  

C) Gideon was growing in the grace and knowledge of the LORD, and his victory over the Midianites was    

a “mountaintop” experience, but success and victory can be very dangerous to our spiritual well-being.  

For this is when the idols of our heart become more subtle and hidden and this makes them   

even more dangerous.

II THE EPHOD

A) The Israelites wanted to make Gideon a king (Judges 8:22).  Their thinking left little room for God, the 

One who had truly delivered from the Midianites.  They were motivated by earthly desires for peace, 

prosperity and security.  “But Gideon said to them ‘I will not rule over you; the LORD will rule over you.’ “ 

(Judges 8:23)

B) Gideon’s response seems to have been noble and deferential to the Sovereign God of Israel.  Perhaps 

others were even impressed by Gideon’s outward show of humility, for most men would have seized   

the opportunity to be king.  But Gideon did make a request of his admirers (see Judges 8:24-26).  

C) From this gold, Gideon had an ephod made.  THIS IS NOT GOING TO END WELL, STEPPING 

OUTSIDE OF GOD’S WILL NEVER DOES. 

1.  To be worn by priests from the tribe of Levi (see Exodus 28:1-6; Leviticus 8:6-7).  Gideon was from 

the tribe of Manasseh.  



2. Israel’s original high priest, Aaron, wore an ephod representing all the tribes before God and it 

included the Urim and Thummim.

3. BIG QUESTION:  What planted the idea in Gideon’s mind to take for himself the role God had 

assigned to the Levites?  

a. He had built an altar (6:25-26)

b. He had heard God reveal His will audibly and had tested God’s will with the fleece (6:36-40).  

KEY:  See also I Samuel 23:9-12.

c. It was a position of prestige (see Judges 17:4-13).

d. Gideon took many wives, a practice normally practiced by kings (8:28-31).

D) Gideon did not worship Baal, but in his heart he still had an idol of some sort.  This turned the ephod    

into a snare for Gideon and for his family (8:27).  Our idols always affect the people around us.  

NOTE:   In Deuteronomy 7:16 and Judges 2:3 “snare” was a reference to false gods.  Gideon never knew his     

ephod had become a god.   

III THE LESSON FOR US

A) One of the main characteristics of our idols is their ability to deceive us.  We don’t recognize that they 

are idols.  

B) Idols eventually rob us of the very things we seek from them.  The more we cling to them the farther     

we are from discerning and doing God’s will (the center of God’s will is the best place in the universe!!).

C) Do I lack joy, peace, security, contentment, fulfillment, satisfaction?  What is it that I believe will give     

me these things?  That is my idol.  

D) Having identified my idol, I need to repent and confess it to God.  Some idols simply need to be           

“de-idolized” and be restored to their proper place in our lives.  Other idols need to be permanently       

and completely removed from our lives.  

“Those who cling to worthless idols forsake God’s faithful love                                                               

and the grace that could be theirs.”

Jonah 2:8

An idol can be anything (a person, a possession, a goal, a job, a 

circumstance, a hobby, a habit) that replaces God as our source of fulfillment, 

contentment, joy, security.  These things don’t usually start out as an idol     

so we don’t recognize or realize it when we have turned them into an idol.  

This probably happened to Gideon with his ephod.  

Something was wrong with Gideon’s thoughts and motives.  While he was still 

commended (he was called Jerubbaal in Judges 8:28-29, 35.  Gideon had     

allowed himself to be contaminated by the spirit that dominated his culture:      

“Do what is right in your own eyes.” (17:6; 21:25).


