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AMERICA’S BIBLICAL FOUNDATION:   
The History You Were Never Taught 

 

GRACE INSTITUTE 
 

SESSION TWO 
 

  

REVIEW:  Romans 13:1-7 and I Peter 2:13-17 command Christians to submit to government 

authorities because they represent God’s authority.  The thirteen American Colonies 

were filled with Christians.  The majority of those Christians and the majority of 

clergy supported the Declaration of Independence.  There are two possibilities:   

1. These Christians sinned against God and knowingly violated the clear 
teachings of the Bible.   

2. These Christians were convinced that their support of the Declaration of 
Independence did not violate the Bible, and the War of Independence was 
consistent with a biblical worldview.   

 

THESIS: The Founders did not think of themselves as revolutionaries, they thought of 

themselves as preservationists and restorers.  King George III abdicated his 

authority and removed himself from his position of leadership over the colonies 

before the colonies declared their independence.  Furthermore, it was King 

George III who rebelled against the lawful order of God and man.  The 

Declaration of Independence was written to explain, among other things, how the 

act of creating the United States was not a violation of Romans 13.  The 

influence of Christianity was so widespread in the colonies that there never could 

have been a “revolution” unless the people were persuaded that this course of 

action was theologically and biblically justified.   
 

KEY:   In this study we will look at three documents that pre-date the Declaration:   

1. Petition to King George III (October 1774) 
2. Olive Branch Petition (July 8, 1775) 
3. Royal Proclamation of Rebellion (August 23, 1775) 
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TIMELINE TO WAR 

 

1607 -  Virginia settlement.  The 13 colonial charters did not place the settlers under the 

authority of Parliament and even the King’s involvement was minimal.  From the 

beginning, the colonies were chartered to be largely self-governing.  This 

pattern existed for well over 100 years before the Sugar Act. 

 

 

1730’s – 1740’s – The First Great Awakening sweeps through the colonies.  Distinctions 

between colonies are blurred and there is a rising sense of unity centered around 

evangelical expressions of faith.  Increased sensitivity to the religious liberty of 

each individual changes the way people think about government.   

 

 

1750 -  Jonathan Mayhew’s sermon on Romans 13:1-7.  “A Discourse Concerning 

Unlimited Submission and Non-Resistance to the Higher Powers”.  This 

sermon was a protest against England’s celebration of King Charles I, the 

tyrannical king who had been executed exactly 100 years earlier for treason.  

Mayhew spoke of the English tradition of dissent against, and the obligation of 

Christians to resist, tyranny.  Preached in Boston, this sermon, which was a 

verse by verse study of Romans 13:1-7, was widely read throughout the colonies 

and England.  

 

 

1754 – 1763 – The French and Indian War was won by Great Britain with major 

contributions by the colonists.  At war’s end, Britain faced large debt and began 

to look to the colonies as a source of increased revenue through taxes.   



11 
 

1761 -  The Writs of Assistance case argued by James Otis.  The Writs were search 

warrants authorized by the British government empowering local customs 

authorities to board any ship or enter any home to combat smuggling.  Boston 

merchants enlisted brilliant attorney James Otis to argue their case.  There was 

smuggling taking place, but Otis argued that the real issue was government 

overreach (tyranny) and a violation of property rights as protected by the British 

constitution.  Otis lost the case (he was opposed by Thomas Hutchinson), but his 

passionate words stirred many colonists to think in new terms.  A very young 

John Adams heard Otis in court and years later credited Otis with creating a 

sense of entitlement that the King and Parliament could be challenged and 

opposed, and that Otis planted the early seeds of independence.  Otis was 

ahead of his time.    

 

1764 (April) – The Sugar Act greatly regulated shipping and trade, in a manner that the 

colonists saw as burdensome and unfair.  The British thought of the revenues not 

to pay existing debt but to pay for Britain’s administrative and defense expenses 

in the aftermath of gaining new territory previously under French control.  Sam 

Adams led Massachusetts’ opposition.   

 

1765 (March) – The Stamp Act was a sweeping move that impacted everyone.  Every 

document, of all types (newspapers, calendars, advertisements, pamphlets, 

political papers, etc…) had to be stamped (for a fee) with heavy penalties for 

those who failed to buy a stamp.  Even decks of playing cards needed a stamp.  

This led to the birth of chapters of “The Sons of Liberty” to publicly protest the 

Stamp Act.  The spirit of protest was often intense and included destruction of 

property and threats against stamp collectors.  This was not a movement toward 

independence, it was a demand that rights of English liberty be respected.   
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1766 (March) – The Stamp Act was repealed but is then replaced by the Declaratory Act 

which said Parliament “had hath, and of right ought to have, full power and 

authority to make laws and statutes of sufficient force and validity to bind the 

colonies and people of America … in all cases whatsoever”.  This Act, if 

enforced, effectively ended colonial self-rule and this was done without their 

consent.   

 

1767 (June) – Townshend Revenue Act taxes key items including tea.   

 

1770 (March 5) – Boston Massacre.  By this time one out of every five people in Boston 

was a British soldier.  They were not there to provide defense for the western 

frontier! 

 

1770 (March) – Parliament repeals Townshend Act at the request of British merchants, but 

keeps the tax on tea.   

 

1773 (November 28) – First load of East India Tea Company tea arrives in Boston.  This is 

a major irritant to colonists who continue to resent being taxed without 

representation.   

 

1773 (December 16) – The Sons of Liberty lead the Boston Tea Party.  Britain responds 

harshly.  

 

1774 (March) – Intolerable Acts (named Coercive Acts in Great Britain).  Boston Harbor is 

sealed off by the British Navy.  More British soldiers arrive.  Boston is cut-off with 

the goal being to intimidate the other colonies into passive compliance.   
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1774 (September 5) – The First Continental Congress meets in Philadelphia.  Nearly all 

members still see themselves as British subjects seeking a restoration of their 

rights.  The Massachusetts delegation, led by John Adams, tries not to come 

across as too radical for the other colonies.  The “Petition to the King” is drafted 

and reaches London in December. 

 

1775 (April 19) – Lexington and Concord, the first shots of the war are fired.  The following 

Sunday Baptist pastor Isaac Backus preaches on I Chronicles 12:32 “the sons of 

Issachar” in support of armed opposition to Great Britain.  Pastors in all 13 

colonies preach similar sermons as news of Lexington and Concord spreads.   

 

1775 (June 17) – The Battle of Bunker Hill.  The siege of Boston is in full bloom.  Two days 

later a Virginian named George Washington is placed in command of the newly 

formed Continental Army.   

 

1775 (July 8) – The Olive Branch Petition is signed by 49 men, of whom more than half will 

sign the Declaration of Independence one year later. 

 

1775 (August 23) – King George III issues his “Proclamation of Rebellion”.  He refuses to 

receive the Olive Branch Petition.   

 

1775 (December 22) – THE PROHIBITORY ACT is passed by Parliament, over the 

opposition of a vocal minority of members who are sympathetic to American 

concerns.  This Act cut off all trade between the American colonies and Britain 

(an act of economic warfare) and, more importantly, removed the colonies from 

the King’s protection without removing British troops from the colonies.  In 

essence, this was Britain declaring war against the colonies!  This reality is 

addressed as one of the grievances in the Declaration of Independence.  
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1776 (January) – Thomas Paine publishes “Common Sense”.  It is a huge seller and 

inspires many colonists to subscribe to full independence rather than 

reconciliation with Britain.   

 

1776 (February 27) – News of the Prohibitory Act arrives at the colonies.  Within weeks 

South Carolina becomes the first colony to adopt a new constitution.   

 

1776 (June 7) – Richard henry Lee of Virginia proposes that the Second Continental 

Congress announce to all the colonies that by the actions of the King they are 

now independent of Britain and should begin forming a working government.  

From this would later come the Articles of Confederation.   

 

1776 (July 4) – The greatest political document in history is signed, by 55 men, the vast 

majority of whom are professing Christians acting in accordance with their 

consciences and their understanding of the biblical worldview.  Reverend John 

Witherspoon is one of the signers.   

 


