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TEXT:   Matthew 26  
 

CONSIDER THIS:   We have all played the mental game, “If I had been there I would have                                 
___(fill in the blank)_____”.  We become aware of monumental moments of the past, or of events 
for which we were not present but that still affect us, and we are quick to think of how we would 
have acted in a situation had we been there.  Today’s study is about the betrayal of the KING   
OF KINGS.  You need not wonder what you would have done because in a sense you were   
there and you would have been either a betrayer or a deserter.  This is part of your story.   

 
1) Matthew 26:3-5:  The chief priests (Annas and his son-in-law, Caiaphas) along with the Sanhedrin 

(71 men who functioned as Israel’s ruling body under Herod and Pilate) …They hated Jesus for 
many reasons.  The Pharisees hated Jesus because He exposed their hypocrisy.  They had 
dedicated their lives to creating a public reputation as being the most righteous people in Israel.  
Externally they appeared to be virtuous and they thought of themselves that way.  But Jesus 
exposed what was in their hearts, and rather than being humble and repenting, they reacted with 
hatred.   

 
 
 
 

For the chief priests and Sadducees (headquartered in Jerusalem) this was about a love of 
power, money and privilege.  They were the DEEP STATE ELITISTS of their society and they 
were ready to murder Jesus for undermining their position (John 11:47-53).   
 

2) Matthew 26:14-16:  Judas was trusted by the other disciples and would not have been suspected.  
Judas saw Jesus as someone to be used to make himself rich and powerful (the prosperity gospel 
huckster of his day).  He did not follow Jesus out of devotion or faith.  It was a “What’s in it for 
me?” attitude.  When Mary anointed Jesus with expensive oil (Matthew 26:6-9) it was the final 
straw for Judas.  He now sought to recover some $$ for the three wasted years … 30 pieces of 
silver, the price of a slave.   
 

 
 
 

 
3) Matthew 26:20-25:  Jesus knew everything that was about to happen, for it was part of God’s 

eternal plan to rescue sinners.  No one takes the King’s life, He lays it down!   
 
 
 
 
 

Do you resent the person who points out your sin to you? 
Yes the process is uncomfortable, but do you resent it?   

Do you still passionately follow Jesus when He doesn’t do     
what you want, when you want, the way that you want?    

Do you ever doubt or question the goodness and wisdom of God’s plan for you?  
Do you ever think in your heart that He is unfair or uncaring?   

 



 
4) Matthew 26:31-35:  The disciples were sincere, but they made two huge mistakes.   

 
a) They did not take Jesus at His word. 

 

b) They did not pray and seek God’s help … they placed their confidence in their own abilities 
(Matthew 26:36-46).   

 
 
 
 
 
 

5) Matthew 26:47-56:  To betray means to hand a person over for punishment by His enemies.        
To desert means to leave someone when he needs your help or support.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

6) Matthew 26:69-75:  Failure!  The terrible oath!  The greatest pain for Peter was knowing that 
Jesus had seen and heard his denial (see Luke 22:60-61).   

 
 
 

 
 
  
7) Matthew 27:1-5:  A tale of two sinners.  Peter and Judas were both sorry for what they had done, 

but Judas did not repent and seek God’s mercy.  He was looking for a way to escape his pain.  
Peter longed to be restored to his King.  See II Corinthians 7:10.   

 
 
 
 
 

She will give birth to a son,                                                                                                                              
and you are to give Him the name Jesus,                                                                                  

because He will save His people from their sins.                                                                                               
Matthew 1:21 

 
 

MEET YOUR KING 

Have you ever done something your promised God                              
you would never do?    

Have you ever been in a situation when you could have, and should have, 
spoken up for Christ but chose to remain silent?    

What has Jesus seen you do?  
What has He heard you say?    

Have you ever had worldly sorrow without having Godly sorrow?    


