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Am I Wise?  
James 3:13-18 
 
What is Wisdom?   
The accumulation of knowledge - and the ability to use that knowledge to make good decisions.    
 
Wisdom is the application of knowledge. 
 
When it comes to life issues– relationships, priorities, values, parenting, marriage - where do you get the 
knowledge to make good decisions?    
 
Two Ways to Wisdom:   
 
1.  EARTHLY WISDOM. 
- Where does it come from? This wisdom is derived from fallible sources.   
 
“earthly, unspiritual” – wisdom derived from human sources - popular culture, people’s opinions, 
perspectives, discoveries;  
-“demonic”  -- human wisdom ultimately is directed by Satan;  
 
- What drives this kind of wisdom?   This wisdom is preoccupied with self.  
“jealousy & selfish ambition”:  discontent with what you don’t have and a drive to increase and protect what 
you do have.  
 
- What happens when you apply this kind of wisdom?  
Disorder:  instability, confusion, turmoil.  
 
Every vile practice:  worthless, empty  
 
2. WISDOM FROM ABOVE. 
- Where does it come from? This wisdom is derived from an infallible source. 
 
“but the wisdom from above is first pure…”  The wisdom from above is holy -- that is, it is free from 
contamination.   There is no trace of imperfection.  
 
James 1:5 
Job 28:12, 28 
Rom. 11:33  
  
- What drives this kind of wisdom?   It is fueled by the Gospel.   If you want to know what God’s wisdom 
looks like – look at Christ!    
 
1 Cor. 1:24  
 
You will know if you are being guided by the wisdom from above when these gospel qualities are evidenced 
in how you manage life’s issues:   
 
 Peaceable: one who as far as it depends on you, you promote and encourage peace - a peacemaker (Rom. 

12:18) 
 Gentle:  one who is courteous and considerate.   
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 Open to reason (reasonable): one who is not combative but defers to others – a sign of humility 
 Full of mercy:  one who is willing to forgive those who have wronged you. 
 Good fruits:  one who is marked by good deeds  
 Impartial:  one who is evenhanded, one who acts justly  
 Sincere: one who is trustworthy  
 
- What happens when you apply this kind of wisdom?  
“And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.”    
 
The person who practices God’s wisdom will inevitably experience righteous living and peace.  
 
 
 
 


