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TEXT:   Matthew 19:16-30  
 
CONSIDER THIS:   No two people are exactly the same; everyone is unique.  

However, in today’s text we meet a man, “the rich young ruler”, with whom 
every human being has several things in common.  Christian, you were once 
like this man.  How about now?   

 
I “I AM BASICALLY GOOD” (NOT!) 
 

A) The man was young and wealthy (Matthew 19:22) and he was a ruler (Luke 
18:18).  He was probably a leader in his local synagogue and was respected 
by others.   
 

B) He knows he has a need (“what good thing must I do to get eternal life?” 
[Matthew 19:26] ), but his question reveals some major problems:    

 
1. He doesn’t recognize Jesus as the Son of God (Luke 18:18-19). 

 
2. He is filled with self-righteous pride (Matthew 19:17-20).  “All these I have 

kept”.  
 
 

 
3. He was an idolater.  Is it true that the way to Heaven is to sell your 

possessions and give the money to the poor (Matthew 19:21)?  NO.  
Jesus answered this question in John 6:26-29.  So why did He tell the 
man to sell his possessions?    

 
II TWO BARRIERS TO HEAVEN 
 

A) There are no proud (“I am basically a good person”) people in Heaven 
(Matthew 5:3). 

 

This was his moment of decision! 



B) There are no idolaters in Heaven.  Jesus was exposing what the man’s idol 
was, and his attachment to it.  He literally preferred to miss eternal life than   
to live this life without his wealth.  This was another moment of decision.   

 
C) Jesus wasn’t actually telling the man to give up his possessions.  He was 

telling him to give up his idol.  The story of the rich young ruler is the story     
of the human heart.  It is the story that must be changed if there is to be      
any hope of Heaven.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KEY: 
A lack of desire to obey shows disbelief.                                                                                               

A confidence in one’s obedience shows disbelief. 
BUT … 

A desire to obey and a lack of confidence in one’s obedience                                                 
leads to salvation.   

 
III TREASURE IN HEAVEN 
 

 Read Matthew 19:22-30 
 

A) The man’s wealth was not the difficulty, it was his (and the disciples) 
misinterpretation of what his wealth meant.  The Jews thought wealth indicated 
God’s favor and blessing.  If such a man can’t make it to Heaven, who can?  

  
B) Good works and obedience to the Lord’s commands have massive 

ramifications in Heaven.  They don’t save us, but they are rewarded!!  See      
II Corinthians 5:10.  The word “good” here is the same word the rich young 
Ruler used in Matthew 19:16.  Heaven is a gift, not a reward.  But rewards    
in Heaven, awarded by the King, await His faithful followers (see also                             
I Corinthians 3:11-15).   

 
 

 

What is the one thing or one person you                
would not give up in order to follow Christ?                           

This is your idol.   
Have you faced your moment of decision?   

Every day is a day of decision. 


