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SESSION 2 

 
Let not your hearts be troubled.   

Believe in God; believe also in me.   
In my Father’s house are many rooms.  
 If it were not so, would I have told you                                                                                                   

that I go to prepare a place for you?   
And if I go and prepare a place for you,  

I will come again and I will take you to myself, 
 that where I am you may also be.  

[The words of Jesus Christ in John 14:1-3] 
 

Note:  There are Christian teachers who see Jesus’ promise here as referring to something 
other than the pre-tribulational rapture of the church.  In some cases, this is because 
they fail to recognize the Jewish marriage analogy in Jesus’ words that would have  
been clearly recognized by the Jewish disciples.   

 
 Dr. Renald Showers, whose book Maranatha Our Lord Come!  A Definitive Study of     

the Rapture of the Church, (Bellmawr, New Jersey: The Friends of Israel Gospel 
Ministry, 1995), is the source of much of the information we are using for The Grace 
Institute, makes this observation:   

 
This coming will be significant to Christ personally because it will 
involve receiving His beloved one, His bride, the church.  Concerning 
Jesus’ promise in John 14:3, George Hutcheson stated, “For as 
bridegrooms used to fetch their brides, so he will not decline to do that 
duty to his bride”.  It is interesting to note that the verb translated 
“receive” in Jesus’ promise is used in the New Testament for the 
action of a bridegroom taking his betrothed wife unto himself (Matthew 
1:20, 24).  It would appear, then, that in His John 14:3 promise, Jesus 
was implying an analogy between Jewish marriage customs in Bible 
times and His coming to receive His bride, the church. 

(Showers, pp. 157-158) 
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 The following excerpt is from Dr. Showers, Maranatha our Lord Come! Pp. 164-169.         
I have not used the endnotes Dr. Showers used because this is not an academic paper.  
The corresponding endnotes are found in Showers pp. 173-174 

 
 
 
 
THE JEWISH MARRIAGE ANALOGY 
 
Jewish Marriage Customs in Bible Times.  The first major step in a Jewish marriage in 
Bible times was betrothal, the establishment of a marriage covenant.  By Jesus’ time, such a 
covenant was usually established when the prospective bridegroom took the initiative.  He 
would travel from his father’s house to the home of the prospective bride, where he would 
negotiate with the father of the young woman to determine the price (mohar) he must pay to 
purchase her.   
 
 Once the bridegroom paid the purchase price, the marriage covenant was 
established, and the young man and woman were regarded as husband and wife (Malachi 
2:14; Matthew 1:18-19).  From that moment on, the bride was declared to be consecrated   
or sanctified, set apart exclusively for her bridegroom.  As a symbol of the covenant 
relationship that had been established, the groom and bride drank from a cup of wine over 
which a betrothal benediction had been pronounced.   
 
 After the marriage covenant was established, the groom left his bride at her home 
and returned to his father’s house, where he remained separated from his bride for 
approximately 12 months.  This afforded the bride time to gather her trousseau and prepare 
for married life.  During this period of separation, the groom prepared a dwelling place in his 
father’s house to which he could bring his bride later. 
 
 At the end of the period of separation, the groom came usually at night to take his 
bride to live with him.  The groom, best man, and other male escorts left the groom’s father’s 
house and conducted a torch-light procession to the home of the bride.  Although the bride 
was expecting her groom to come for her, she did not know the time of his coming.  As a 
result, the groom’s arrival was preceded by a shout, which forewarned the bride to be 
prepared for his coming.   
 
 After the groom received his bride, together with her female attendants, the enlarged 
wedding party returned from the bride’s home to the groom’s father’s house, where the 
wedding guests had assembled. 
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 Shortly after their arrival, the bride and groom were escorted by the other members of 
the wedding party to the bridal chamber (huppah).  Prior to entering the chamber, the bride 
remained veiled so that no one could see her face.  While the groomsmen and bridesmaids 
waited outside, the bride and groom entered the bridal chamber alone.  There, in the privacy 
of that place, they entered into physical union for the first time, thereby consummating the 
marriage that had been covenanted approximately one year earlier.   
 
 After the marriage was consummated, the groom came out of the bridal chamber and 
announced the consummation of the marriage to the members of the wedding party waiting 
outside (Psalm 19:5; John 3:29).  Then, as the groom went back to his bride in the chamber, 
the members of the wedding party returned to the wedding guests and announced the 
consummation of the marriage.  Upon receiving this good news, the wedding guests 
remained in the groom’s father’s house for the next seven days, celebrating with a great 
wedding feast.   
 
 During the seven days of the wedding feast, the bride and groom remained hidden in 
the bridal chamber (Genesis 29:21-23, 27-28) for the seven days of the huppah.  Afterwards, 
the groom came out of hiding, bringing his bride with him, but with her veil removed so that 
everyone could see who she was.   
 
 This is the way that the Jews normally conducted marriages in Jesus’ time.   
 
Introduction to the Analogy.  Earlier we stated that in His John 14:3 promise, Jesus 
implied an analogy between Jewish marriage customs in Bible times and His coming to 
receive His bride, the church.  Now that the Jewish marriage customs have been considered, 
the analogy will be introduced and examined.   
 
 First, we should note that the New Testament draws an analogy between human 
marriage and Christ’s relationship to the church and thereby portrays the church as the bride 
of Christ (Ephesians 5:22-33). 
 
 Concerning Paul’s reference to Genesis 2:24 in Ephesians 5:31, J. Jeremias wrote, 
“The saying in Genesis 2:24 concerning the union of man and wife is referred in verse 31 f. 
to the union (at the Parousia) of Christ the Bridegroom, who leaves heaven and comes for 
His bride, and the community.”  Here Jeremias substituted the word “community” for the 
word “church” in Ephesians 5, thus saying that the union of Christ the bridegroom and the 
church will take place at the Parousia.  In line with this, Jeremias also asserted that 
“Ephesians 5:31 f. is to be taken eschatologically” but that mysticism stripped “it of its 
eschatological content” in the post-New Testament period.   
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 In addition to the Ephesians 5 portrayal, Paul talked about the spiritual marriage of 
Christians to Christ in Romans 7:4.  Further, in 2 Corinthians 11:2 Paul indicated that through 
his gospel ministry in Corinth, he had “espoused” (another word for betrothal) the Corinthian 
Christians to one husband (Christ).  In that same passage he expressed concern that the 
Christians keep themselves spiritually pure during their separation from Christ so that Paul 
could present them to Christ as a chaste virgin when He comes for His bride.  Jeremias 
stated that in 2 Corinthians passage “Paul compares the community with a bride, Christ with 
a bridegroom, and himself with the best man who has won the bride, who watches over her 
virginity, and who will lead her to the bridegroom at the wedding.   
 
 In the same vein, James accused Christians who prostitute their spiritual purity 
through friendship with the godless world system of being guilty of spiritual adultery. 
 
 These introductory items indicate that the New Testament recognizes a valid analogy 
between human marriage and Christ’s relationship with the church and, even more 
specifically, between human marriage and Christ’s future coming as bridegroom to receive 
His bride, the church.   
 
Examination of the Analogy.  Jesus’ John 14:3 coming to receive the church is analogous 
with the Jewish marriage customs presented earlier in several ways.  Just as the Jewish 
bridegroom took the initiative in marriage by leaving his father’s house and traveling to the 
home of the prospective bride, so Jesus left His Father’s house in heaven and traveled to the 
earth, the home of His prospective church, approximately two thousand years ago.   
 
 In the same manner as the Jewish bridegroom came to the bride’s home to obtain her 
by establishing a marriage covenant, so Jesus came to the earth to obtain the church by 
establishing a covenant.  On the same night in which Jesus made His John 14:3 promise, He 
instituted communion.  As He passed the communion cup to the apostles, Jesus said, “This 
cup is the new testament (lit., new covenant) in my blood” (I Corinthians 11:5).  By shedding 
His blood on the cross the next day, He established a new covenant through which He 
obtained His church.   
 
 Parallel to the custom of the Jewish groom paying a purchase price by which he 
established the marriage covenant and through which he obtained his bride, Jesus paid a 
purchase price by which He established the new covenant and through which He obtained 
the church.  The price He paid was the shedding of His own life blood.  Because of this 
purchase price, Paul wrote to members of the church, “Know ye not that … ye are not your 
own?  For ye are bought with a price; therefore, glorify God in your own body and in your 
spirit, which are God’s” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
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 Just as the Jewish bride was declared sanctified or set apart exclusively for her 
groom once the marriage covenant was established, so the church has been declared 
sanctified or set apart exclusively for Christ (Ephesians 5:25-27; I Corinthians 1:2; 6:11; 
Hebrews 10:10; 13:12). 
 
 In the same way that the Jewish groom and bride drank from a cup of wine as a 
symbol of the marriage covenant that united tham as husband and wife, so Christ has given 
the cup of communion to the church to drink from periodically as a recurring symbol of the 
new covenant that has united Him and the church spiritually as husband and wife (I 
Corinthians 11:25-26).   
 
 Just as the Jewish groom left the home of his bride and returned to his father’s house 
after the marriage covenant had been established, so on the day of His ascension Jesus left 
the earth, the home of the church, and returned to His Father’s house in heaven after He had 
established the new covenant and risen from the dead (John 6:62; Acts 1:9-11). 
 
 As the Jewish groom remained separated from his bride in his father’s house for a 
period of time after he left her home, so Christ has remained separated from the church in 
heaven for almost two thousand years since His ascension from the earth.  The church is 
now living in that period of separation between the time of His departure and the time of His 
return.   
 
 Parallel to the custom of the Jewish groom’s preparing a dwelling place for his bride 
in his father’s house during the time of separation, Christ has been preparing a dwelling 
place for the church in His Father’s house in heaven during this period of separation.  As 
noted earlier in John 14:2, Jesus stated that was why He would ascend to heaven. 
 
 In the same manner as the Jewish groom came to take his bride to live with him at 
the end of the period of separation, so Christ will come to take the church to live with Him at 
the end of His present period of separation from it (John 14:3).  
 
 Just as a procession of the groom and male escorts from the groom’s father’s house 
came to fetch the bride from her home, so a procession of Christ and an angelic escort 
descending from Christ’s Father’s house in heaven will fetch the church from earth (I 
Thessalonians 4:16-17). 
 
 The Jewish bride did not know the time when the groom would come for her.  
Likewise, the church does not know the time when Christ will come for it.  As noted in the 
chapter on imminency, Christ’s coming for the church is an imminent event.  It could happen 
at any moment.   
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 In the same way that the Jewish groom’s arrival was preceded by a shout, so Christ’s 
arrival to take the church will be preceded by a shout (I Thessalonians 4:16). 
 
 As the Jewish bride returned with the groom to the father’s house after her departure 
from her home, the church will return with Christ to His Father’s house in heaven after it is 
caught up from the earth to meet Him in the air (John 14:2-3; I Thessalonians 4:17). 
 
 In the same manner as the Jewish wedding party found wedding guests assembled in 
the groom’s father’s house when they arrived, so Christ and the church will find the souls of 
Old Testament saints (those who were saved in Old Testament times before the church 
began and who, therefore, are not part of the church) assembled in His Father’s house in 
heaven when they arrive.  These souls will serve as the wedding guests for Christ and the 
church.   
 
 Just as the Jewish bride and groom remained hidden for a period of seven days after 
they arrived at the groom’s father’s house, so Christ and the church will remain hidden for a 
period of seven years after they arrive in heaven.  While the seven years of the 70th week of 
Daniel 9 are taking place on the earth, Christ and the church will be in heaven, totally hidden 
from the view of those living on the earth.   
 
 In the same way that the Jewish bride and groom came out of hiding after seven 
days, now with the bride’s veil removed so that all could see who she was, so Christ and the 
church will come out of hiding from heaven after the seven years of the 70th week, in full view 
of all who are still alive on the earth, so that everyone can see who the true church is.  Paul 
wrote to members of the church, “When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye 
also appear with him in glory” (Colossians 3:4). 
 
Significance of the Analogy.  The Jewish marriage analogy indicates the following 
concerning the John 14:3 coming of Christ:  That coming will take place after the ascension   
of Christ and a period of physical separation from the church, thus ruling out the resurrection-
of-Christ view, which places His coming before His ascension.  After the period of separation, 
Christ Himself will descend physically from heaven, ruling out the coming-of-the-Holy Spirit 
view, which refers to a spiritual coming of Christ in the person of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost.  In this coming, Christ will take the entire church – as one body and at the same 
time – from the earth to heaven, ruling out the death-of-the-believer view, which has Christ 
coming many times (every time another believer dies) to transport believers’ souls to heaven. 
 
 The only view of the John 14:3 coming of Christ that fits the Jewish marriage analogy 
implied by Christ in that passage is the future-coming view.  As a result, the Jewish marriage 
analogy is a significant evidence for that view.   
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 Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar                                        
of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out,  

 

“Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exalt and give Him the glory,                                                                             

for the marriage of the Lamb has come,                                                                                                
and His bride has made herself ready;                                                                                        

it was granted her to clothe herself                                                                                                       
with fine linen bright and pure” 

 

For the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.  And the angel said to me,                           
“Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” 

Revelation 19:6-11 
 
 
 The location of the marriage supper is Heaven.  The Bride (the church) is in Heaven 
with the Bridegroom (Christ).  There is no mention of the church on earth from Revelation 4 
through Revelation 19.  Only after this does Christ return to earth (the second coming) to 
crush the Antichrist and rescue Israel (Revelation 19:11-20).  The church is not on earth 
awaiting the second coming of Christ, for she has been in Heaven, the bride living with the 
bridegroom and celebrating the marriage supper of the Lamb.   
 
 
 The words of Jesus in John 14:2-3 introduced a new concept never before revealed 

in Scripture, and initially the disciples probably failed to grasp their full meaning.   
Arno C. Gaebelein wrote:   
 

But here in John 14 the Lord gives a new and unique 
revelation; He speaks of something which no prophet had 
promised or even could promise.  Where is it written that this 
Messiah would come and instead of gathering His saints into 
an earthly Jerusalem, would take them to the Father’s house, 
to the very place where He is?  It is something new … He 
speaks then of a coming which is not for the deliverance of 
the Jewish remnant, not a coming to establish His Kingdom 
over the earth, not a coming to judge the nations, but a 
coming which concerns only His own.   

(Cited by Showers, p. 159) 
 
 

 Gaebelein makes a great point here.  There will be a coming for the deliverance of 
the Jewish remnant.  There will be a coming to establish His Kingdom.  There will be a 
coming to judge the nations.  All of those things are prophesied in the Old Testament and 
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amplified in Revelation.  Jesus will do these things at the end of the tribulation at His 
second coming.  But the promise of Jesus in John 14:2-3 is referring to something different.  
It is a promise to take His bride to His Father’s house in Heaven.  This is best explained 
by the pre-tribulational rapture of the church.   
 
 
 


