
1 
 

**  WHY STUDY THE END TIMES?  
  

Of all the different types of literature in the Bible and of all the different topics addressed 
in the Bible, prophecy occupies the largest percentage of material in the Bible.  This 
shows us the importance of this topic to God.  Here are some reasons to study Bible 
prophecy:   
 
1. To be encouraged (see John 14:1-3; I Thessalonians 4:18) 

 
2. To have wisdom to know how to live (Revelation 3:10-11) 

 
3. To keep from getting too entangled in the world (I John 2:17) 

 
4. To understand the big picture of human history and God’s sovereign 

control of all things 
 

 
 
 
 
 
**   The official teaching position of Grace Community Church on the end times is found in 

ARTICLE IV Section 2:8 of the church constitution and reads as follows:   
 

 We believe in the imminent “Blessed Hope”, the rapture of the church 
before the tribulation, when the “Lord shall descend from Heaven” to 
catch up His bride to meet Him in the air and “so shall we ever be    
with the Lord” (John 14:1-3; I Thessalonians 4:13-18; I Corinthians 
15:15-18).  We believe in the literal, bodily resurrection of the crucified 
Lord into Heaven, His present life there as our High Priest and 
Advocate, and His personal, bodily, visible return to the earth at the 
end of the tribulation to establish His millennial kingdom on earth, and 
to reign as the King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Luke 24:36-43; John 
20:24-29; Acts 1:9-11; I Corinthians 15:25; Revelation 1:5-7, 19:11-16, 
20:6). 

  
  The Grace Community doctrinal statement for church membership is much simpler.  
Regarding the end times it simply says “We believe in the future return of Jesus Christ and   
His reign as KING OF KINGS and LORD OF LORDS.” 
 
 

God expects our study of the end times to have a transformative         
impact on our character and to draw us closer to Christ.                                               

It is not about satisfying curiosity seekers. 
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QUESTION:    Why does Grace Community Church use such a simple doctrinal statement for 
church membership compared to the more in-depth statement as the official 
teaching position?   

 
QUESTION:   So, what is the rapture of the church?   
 
ANSWER:   The rapture of the church is the sudden catching or snatching away of every true 

Christian from the earth in the twinkling of an eye whereby Christians meet the 
Lord Jesus Christ in the air and are taken by Him to the place He has prepared 
for the church in Heaven.  In this same moment there is a bodily resurrection of 
those Christians who have already died.   

 
 WOW!  Now that is wonderful to think about, but that answer creates a ton of 
additional question such as:  When will this happen?  Are there signs ahead of time that will 
indicate it draws near?  Does the rapture take place before the 7 year tribulation?  Can the 
rapture happen at any moment?  What will take place in Heaven while the tribulation is 
happening on earth?  When will Jesus Christ return to earth to reign as King?  Is this a 
different event than the rapture?  (Some Christians don’t believe in a rapture before the 
tribulation.  What are the alternatives?)   And, most importantly, where in the Bible is the 
rapture taught?   
 
 
QUESTION:  Why is this event called “the rapture of the church”? 
 
The word “rapture” is based on a word used in I Thessalonians 4:17 =               

 
Then we who are alive, who are left, will be CAUGHT UP together with them in the                         

clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. 
 

NOTE:    The New Testament was written in Greek.  The Greek verb used here (translated 
“caught up”) is harpažo.  The Latin form of this verb is rapio.  The English word 
rapture is from the Latin rapio.  Either way, the verb means to be caught up, 
snatched or seized away.  The same verb can be found in Acts 8:39 and II 
Corinthians 12:2-4.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is very significant that the experience Paul describes in                         
II Corinthians 12:2-4 about having been “caught up into paradise” 

(Heaven) took place several years before he wrote I Thessalonians 
4:17, the verse in which he describes the church being “caught up”. 

The church will be caught up to Heaven.   
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KEY:  IMMINENCY 
 
 The New Testament teaches the imminent return of Jesus Christ to take His bride, the 
church, to the home He has prepared in Heaven.  Imminent refers to something that can 
happen at any moment.  If something else needs to happen first, then the event is not 
imminent.  Something that is imminent might still be quite a ways off, but there is nothing else 
that must happen first.  In the case of the rapture, there are no prophecies that must be fulfilled 
before the rapture.  On the other hand, there are prophecies that need to be fulfilled before 
Jesus returns to earth as described in Revelation 19:11-16.  The rapture of the church to 
heaven is imminent.  It can happen at any moment.  The return of Christ to earth to destroy the 
Antichrist and establish His Kingdom is always a minimum of 7 years away.    
 
 
 
 
 
I Corinthians 15:51-52 … Behold!  I tell you a mystery.  We shall not all sleep, but we shall all 

be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.  For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  

 

 The simple fact is that Paul did not know when Christ would return.  He was in the 
exact position in which we are.  All that he knew, and all that we know, is that Christ 
may come at any time.                              [R.C.H. Lenski, cited by Showers p. 130]  

 
 
 
I Corinthians 16:22 … If anyone has no love for the Lord, let him be accursed.  Our Lord, come! 
 

 “Maranatha” is Aramaic for “Our Lord, come!”  Paul used it even though writing in 
Greek to a Greek speaking church.  The early church used it constantly for it summed 
up the hope that Christ’s coming was imminent.  Maranatha is also used in Revelation 
22:20! 

 
 
 
Philippians 3:20 … But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord 

Jesus Christ 
 

 “Await” does not do justice to the intensity of Paul’s words.  It means to be eagerly 
looking forward to something.  It does not make sense to speak like this if the 
soonest Jesus would come was at least 7 years away (after the tribulation).   

VERSES THAT TEACH IMMINENCY 
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Philippians 4:5 … Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is at hand; 
 

 Paul exhorted the Philippian Christians to live appropriately since the Lord’s 
coming for His church is imminent.  “At hand” doesn’t guarantee it will happen 
soon, only that it could happen at any moment.   

 
 
 
I Thessalonians 1:10 … and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the 

dead, Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.   
 

 This is the only place in the New Testament where this form of the word “wait” is 
used.  It means to “wait up”.  In other words, it means to expectantly wait up for 
someone who is arriving.  If Paul had taught the Thessalonian church that before 
Jesus would come for them the tribulation, along with the rule of Antichrist, must 
first take place, it makes no sense that he would use this word.  Neither here, nor 
any place else in his other letters, does Paul ever give instructions on how to 
prepare for the coming tribulation or the rule of the Antichrist.  Instead, he talks of 
“expectantly waiting up for the arrival” of Jesus Christ.  Later in these notes we 
will study the rest of this verse which says, “Jesus, who delivers us from the 
wrath to come.” 

 
 

 
Titus 2:13 … waiting for our blessed hope the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior Jesus Christ. 
 
 
 
James 5:7-9 … Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord.  See how the 

farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient about it, until it receives 
the early and the late rains.  You also, be patient.  Establish your hearts, for the 
coming of the Lord is at hand.  Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so 
that you may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the door.   

 

 The verb tenses for “is at hand” (draws near) and “standing” are in the perfect tense 
and in the indicative mood which means that James is referring to an action 
completed in the past that continues in the present situation.  Before James wrote, 
the Lord was already drawing near and standing at the door.  The sense here is 
imminency.   
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I John 2:28 … And now, little children, abide in him, so that when he appears we may 

have confidence and not shrink from him in shame at his coming.   
 
 
 
Revelation 3:11 …I am coming soon.  Hold fast what you have, so that no one may seize 

your crown.   
 

 Coming soon means coming quickly.  It might be years away, but when it happens 
it will be sudden and quick.  It indicates that the “I am coming” is not something to 
be seen as far off, but as imminent.  Instead of thinking it probably wont happen 
for a long time, I should be thinking it could be today.   

 
 
 
Revelation 22:7 … And behold, I am coming soon.  Blessed is the one who keeps the words 

of the prophecy of this book.   
 
 
 
Revelation 22:10 … And he said to me, Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this 

book, for the time is near.   
 
 
 
Revelation 22:20 … He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  

Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
 


