
THE TIME IS NEAR 
The Revelation Series #2 

October 9th, 2022  
 

TEXT: Revelation 1:4-8     
 
CONSIDER THIS: Even the most dedicated and passionate Christian, or the Christian who knows the 

most about the Bible, has an inadequate view of the greatness of Jesus Christ. If we could see 
Him as He is, we would be radically changed. The careful study of Revelation is the best way 
to know Him.  

 
I. GOD’S REVELATION FOR GRACE COMMUNITY CHURCH (1:4)  

 
A) The last apostle, John, is assigned by Jesus Christ to communicate the apocalypse to 

the church (see 1:1-4). It is a time of persecution (1:9). Revelation is a message of hope, 
stamped with the guarantee of God.  
 

B) The seven churches (1:4) are in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, 
Philadelphia, and Laodicea. They appear in the order which a messenger en route would 
take coming from Patmos.  
 

 

 
  

 
 
 

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you about these things for the churches. I am the root and the 
descendant of David, the bright morning star.” (Revelation 22:16)  

 
II. THE TRINITY’S BLESSING TO YOU (1:4-5A)  

 
A) “Grace to you and peace from Him” was a common greeting in biblical letters  

(Ephesians 1:2; Philippians 1:2, I Peter 1:2; II John 3), but it conveys powerful truth.  
 
1. “Grace” = the continuous favor and blessing of God in one’s life. 

 
2. “Peace” = this is more than an emotional state; it is the position of a forgiven sinner 

being counted as a friend of God, by God.  
 

B) In Revelation 1:5, this greeting seems to be even more intense. John wants the church 
to know how deeply the Trinity is connected to the life of each believer.  
 

The number 7 is used in the Bible to indicate completeness and fullness. 
The seven churches of Revelation 2-3 represent the entire New 

Testament Church, from John’s day right up to the present moment. The 
courier did not stop in Laodicea (the seventh church), the revelation of 

Jesus Christ is also meant for Grace Community Church. 



1. Father = “from Him who is and who was and who is to come.” Revelation is the 
account of how all of human history, which began in Genesis, is to be consummated. 
This is as big as it gets!  

2. Holy Spirit = “the seven spirits who are before His (the Father) throne.” Once again 
the number 7 is used symbolically of the Holy Spirit indicating His omniscience and 
perfection (see Revelation 4:5; Zechariah 4:1-10).  
 

3. Son = “the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead and ruler of Kings on earth.”  
 
 

 
 
 
 

III. PRAISE TO KING JESUS! (1:5B-7)  
 
A) As John considers the greatness of Jesus he breaks out into a doxology (a doxology is a 

concise, formal expression of praise/worship sung to God). The doxology of Revelation 
1:5-7 is preview of the apocalypse (“the making visible”) of Revelation 19:11-16… “On 
His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF 
LORDS’.”  
 

B) A worthy doxology for our King:  
 

1.  “To Him who loves us” = a continuing act of agape love, which is sacrificial, costly and 
unconditional. It is the love (agape) that put Jesus on the cross.  
 

2.  “has freed us from our sins by His blood” = the death penalty against me had already 
been announced, but on the day of execution He demanded to take my place. 

 
3.  “made us a kingdom, priests to His God and Father” = He tore the temple veil and 

now I boldly walk into the throne room of God!  
 
 

 
 

IV. BEHOLD! HE IS COMING! (1:7-8)  
 
A) The Apocalypse draws near (1:7) “Coming” uses a verb tense that indicates the process 

is already happening.  
 

B) The Alpha and Omega guarantees it (v. 8 and see 22:12)  
 

 
THE TIME IS NEAR  

Next week: The Apocalypse Begins  

What an amazing greeting to Christians living in a 
fallen world, in an empire ruled by Domitian.  

It reminds us Romans 8:31-39. 

To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever (eons and eons) 


