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SESSION 3 
 

“Because you have kept my word about patient endurance,  
I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the world,                                                          

to try those who dwell on the earth.” 
[Jesus Christ in Revelation 3:10, spoken to the church] 

 
 
 
 Revelation 3:10 is a key verse for recognizing the reality of the pre-tribulational 

rapture of the church.  Let’s take a closer look at 4 components of this verse.  
 

1. THE HOUR OF TRIAL:  This is NOT a reference to the general difficulty of 
living in a fallen world.  The consequences of the curse and sin (disease, 
crime, death, natural catastrophes, etc.) have continued since Adam sinned 
in Genesis 3 (see Romans 8:20-22 and I Peter 4:12).  It is a very specific 
period of time whose main characteristic is that it will be a time of 
unprecedented trial.   

 
A) It is the time of Daniel’s 70th seven.  See Daniel 9:20-27.  Gabriel reveals 

a timetable of seventy “seven year” periods.  Sixty nine of the seventy 
“7’s” (483 years) are behind us.  The decree spoken of in Daniel 9:25 is 
probably the decree of Artaxerses, given in 445 B.C., to rebuild 
Jerusalem (see Nehemiah 2:1-8).  The Messiah was cut off (crucified)  
at the end of the 69th “7”.  The final 7 year period is the “hour of trial” 
which is to come.    
 

B) The Old Testament called this 7 year period of judgment “The Day of   
the Lord” (see Joel 2:1-2, 11 and now see I Thessalonians 5:1-4 and II 
Thessalonians 2:1-4).    

 
C) Jesus’ most extensive teaching on the Day of the Lord was given in the 

final week before the crucifixion (see Matthew 24:3-8, 15-16).   
 
 
 
 
  

This is “the hour of trial” Jesus spoke of in Revelation 3:10. 
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 KEY:  Where will the church (all true Christians) be during this hour of trial?  
What did Jesus mean when He said “I will keep you from …”?  

 
 

2. I WILL:  The primary agent in Revelation 3:10 is Jesus Christ and what He 
will do.  The church benefits, but the action is that of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
 

3. KEEP YOU FROM:  This is the key to everything.  The words here are “tereo 
ek” and is best translated “I will keep you out of”.  Post-tribulationists say that 
this means Jesus will protect the church during the tribulation and that the 
church will emerge from the tribulation.  But the preposition “ek” (out) used 
here means OUT.  Jesus will not keep the church from destruction as it 
experiences and emerges from the hour of trial that is to try the world; He is 
going to keep His bride OUT of the time period itself.  Revelation 3:10 is a 
promise of the pre-tribulational rapture of the church.   

 
 

In my Father’s house are many rooms.  
If it were not so, would I have told you                                                                               
that I go to prepare a place for you? 

And if I go and prepare a place for you,  
I will come again and will take you to myself,                                                                  

that where I am you may be also.  
John 14:2-3 

 
 

For the Lord himself will descend                                                                                         
from heaven with a cry of command,                                                                                                  

with the voice of an archangel,                                                                                         
and with the sound of the trumpet of God.                                                                     

And the dead in Christ will rise first.   
Then we who are alive, who are left,                                                                                 
will be caught up together with them                                                                                      

in the clouds  to meet the Lord in the air,                                                                                               
and so we will always be with the Lord.  

Therefore encourage one another with these words.   
I Thessalonians 4:16-18  
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4. THAT IS COMING ON THE WHOLE WORLD, TO TRY THOSE WHO 
DWELL UPON THE EARTH:  The primary purpose of the tribulation is 
judgment. “To try” is the verb form of the noun trial.  As used here it means    
to test for the purpose of revealing the true nature of something.   
 
NOTE:  The second main purpose of the tribulation is to prepare Israel to 

finally acknowledge Jesus as their Messiah and to call on Him for 
rescue from destruction at the hands of the armies of the Antichrist 
(see Zechariah 12:1-5, 9-10).  Although there will be people who 
become Christians during the tribulation, the hardness of the human 
heart is revealed because of  “the hour of trial that is coming on the 
whole world, to try (test/expose) those who dwell upon the earth.”   

 
 

The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues,                                                                           
did not repent of the works of their hands                                                                                                  

nor give up worshiping demons and idols of                                                                                                            
gold and silver and bronze and stone and wood,                                                                                         

which cannot see or hear or walk,                                                                                                  
nor did they repent of their murders or their sorceries                                                                                 

or their sexual immorality or their thefts.   
Revelation 9:20-21 

 
 

 THEOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS:  The purpose of “the hour of trial” that is 
to come is primarily judgment for sin.  Even though Israel will be rescued by 
Jesus Christ at the end of the tribulation, she enters the tribulation in a state of 
unbelief.  The small number of Jews who are born-again followers of Jesus 
Christ prior to the rapture are actually part of the church and will be raptured   
with the church.   

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Christian’s sins were already judged and paid for upon the 
cross.  We are at peace with God because He has reconciled       

us to Himself through Christ.  See Romans 5:1; 8:1. 
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 God deals with the sins of His children in a manner completely opposite from 

the way He judges the sin of the world.  I Corinthians 11:29-32 and Hebrews 
12:5-11 are not connected to the tribulation.  However, they reveal the 
tremendous difference in how God responds to the sins of His children versus 
the sins of unbelievers.  The tribulation is a time of judgment against the sins    
of a rebellious unbelieving world.   

 
 There are no “weeds” in the Body of Christ (the church).  The parable of the 

Sower in Matthew 13:24-30 has special meaning for Israel.  All of the parables 
of Jesus in Matthew 13 were an act of judgment against unbelieving Israel 
(Matthew 13:10-15).   
 
 
KEY:  THE CHURCH HAS NOT REPLACED ISRAEL.  The Old Testament 

prophecies about the Day of the Lord pertain to Israel and the nations 
that oppose her.  Daniel’s seventieth “seven” will bring about the 
fulfillment of numerous Old Testament prophecies as well as the 
teachings of Jesus regarding Israel.   

 


