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TEXT:    Matthew 12:1-42 
 
CONSIDER THIS:   If you have spent any time studying the four gospels (Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, John) you probably have a low opinion of the Pharisees, and 
rightly so.  They were self-righteous and they hated Jesus for no good    
reason.  Matthew devotes a large portion of his gospel (the most Jewish          
of the four gospels) to how the Pharisees responded to Jesus.  I am glad           
I have nothing in common with the Pharisees … OR DO I ?? 

 
NOTE:  The Pharisees were a very religious Jewish sect of separatists (but not 

isolationists).  They considered themselves to be religious purists who   
upheld the Law of Moses with a zeal that far surpassed the average Jew.  
Over the years they had developed many religious oral traditions that they 
elevated to a place of equal authority with scripture (Matthew 15:1-3).      
Many people respected the Pharisees for they did expend effort in trying      
to faithfully keep their religious traditions.  The Pharisees made one fatal      
error that put them on the path of arrogance and conflict with Jesus:  They    
actually believed they were good.  See Luke 18:9-14 and the words of a 
former Pharisee in Galatians 3:21-25.   

 
I RESISTANCE TO TRUTH, UNWILLINGNESS TO REPENT 
 

A) Jesus always kept the Law perfectly!  (Matthew 5:17-18).  Jesus’ perfect 
active obedience is a partial basis of our salvation.  But now look at Matthew 
12:1-14.  The Pharisees were obsessed with accusing Jesus of breaking   
the Law.  See also Matthew 12:22-24. 

 
B) Why did intensely religious people like the Pharisees hate Jesus?  He 

exposed their hearts.  This is a preview of the Day of Judgment.  See 
Matthew 12:25, 33-37 and Hebrews 4:12-13.   

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II AM I LIKE THE PHARISEES? 
 

A) The capacity of the human heart to justify disobedience to God’s Word is 
limitless.  The Pharisees performed “mental gymnastics” to avoid facing 
their sin (Matthew 23:23-24).  This contributed to their tendency to find 
others they could judge.  If you have a tendency of “critiquing” other 
Christians, you might be a Pharisee.  
 

B) Every Christian has a particular area of sin where his or her growth in  
Christ is stunted or lags behind.  When confronted by God’s Word (through 
a sermon, your own reading or by someone who confronts you), how do 
you respond?   

 
C) Genuine repentance always bears good fruit (Acts 26:20).  We stumble 

along the way, don’t we?  What matters is not the perfection of your life,    
but the direction of your life.   

 
 

Let’s live in eager expectation that someday 
 we will be in the presence of the  

KING OF KINGS! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

When God’s Word exposes something wrong with                      
your motives, your thoughts, your words,  

how do you respond?   
The Pharisees foolishly attempted to justify themselves. 


