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TEXT: Acts 5:27-29     
 
CONSIDER THIS: Since the moment Jesus ascended back to Heaven, Satan has been deceiving the 

world in order to prepare it for the rule of Antichrist. There are two things that cannot both exist 
simultaneously: The Antichrist and religious liberty. There are powerful forces at work today to 
destroy religious liberty in the place it has obtained its loftiest status – the United States of 
America.  

 
I. RELIGIOUS LIBERTY  

 

1. Religious liberty is the freedom to do what I OUGHT to do.  
 

 KEY: “oughtness”, as used here, reflects a duty to God. In my worship of God there are some 
things I ought to do, and other things I ought not to do.   

 

2. Fundamental rights come from God, not the state.  
 
 
 

 

 
 

3. Rights can be created by the actions of the state. If I meet certain qualifications, I have a 
right to drive my car on the Interstate. Remember, rights which are created by the state can 
be taken away by the state. These are not the same as the unalienable rights which come 
from God.  
 

4. The First Amendment to the Constitution (ratified in 1791) gave legal protection to the 
blessing of religious liberty = “Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of 
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” 

 

5. When a Christian defends and fights for religious liberty, it should be done with a love for 
one’s neighbor. My neighbor, even my non-Christian neighbor, benefits from the existence 
of religious liberty. This can be called “the Good Samaritan defense of religious liberty” 
(Luke 10: 25-37).  
 

II. THE ANTICHRIST HATES RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
 
A) The spirt of the Antichrist has been at work in the world for 2,000 years (I John 4:3).  

 

B) When the Antichrist is in control he will deny all freedom of worship and religious liberty 
= conform or die! (Revelation 13:11-18)  

 

C) He is called “the man of lawlessness” in II Thessalonians 2:3-12. This name does not 
mean he recognizes no law (anarchy). It means he attacks God’s moral law and God’s 
natural law (the denial of the obvious Design of the male and female body for 
heterosexuality).  

We held these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. (July 4, 1776)  



III. CHRISTIANS IN THE LIONS’ DEN 
 
A) The account of Daniel being put in the lions’ den is found in Daniel 6. The Babylonian 

Empire, which had conquered Judah/Jerusalem and forced the Jewish nation into a 70 
year captivity, had itself been defeated by the Persian-Mede empire. A very elderly 
Daniel, who had risen to prominence in Nebuchadnezzar’s Babylonian government, now 
found favor in the eyes of the Persian-Mede ruler, Darius (see Daniel 6:1-3). 
  

B) The political ruling class of Persia resented Daniel’s success, especially since he was 
Jewish and worshipped Jehovah. Since they could find nothing with which to discredit 
him, they devised a way to “paint him into a corner”. They knew he would not disavow 
God or deny God’s Word, so they used this against him (see Daniel 6:4-15).  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C) The human heart works ceaselessly to suppress a guilty conscience. A guilty conscience 
is easily provoked to anger. This explains the persecution against the early church by 
the Sanhedrin in Acts 5:27-33.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTE: Jay Lucas is the worst sinner in history and deserves God’s wrath in eternal Hell. But Jay 
was given mercy and was pardoned for all his sin because of Christ’s love for him, manifested on 
the cross. Jesus Christ paid Jay’s debt with His own life. Jay Lucas will tell his grace story to anyone 
who will listen to him, and invite them to receive God’s saving grace.  
 
IV. THE CHURCH NEEDS MEN (AND WOMEN) OF ISSACHAR 

 
A) Facing tumultuous times with action, informed by godly wisdom (I Chronicles 12:32).  

 

1. Pray biblically  
2. Instruct the church  
3. Evangelize the lost  
4. Support the combatants  
5. Build partnerships 
6. Engage the culture  
7. Live joyfully!  

 

There is an effort in America today to “paint Christians into a corner” by 
mandating things a truly faithful Christian will not comply with, and then 

condemning and penalizing them for their non-compliance. Evil will always 
preach tolerance until it gains the upper hand, then it will demand 
surrender and seek to silence those who do not compromise truth. 

Deep down inside, people know they are accountable to God and that the 
things celebrated in our culture today are sinful. God’s law is written on their 

hearts, and they hate Him for it (see Romans 1:18-32; 2:14-15; I Peter 4:3-5). 


