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TEXT: Revelation 6:1-2 
 
CONSIDER THIS: Is the Antichrist presently alive on earth? We do not know. But the conditions that 
make the rise of the Antichrist possible are already present and are growing in intensity. Christian, do 
not fear the coming days, for God is in control and His plan can be trusted. But never forget the words 
of Revelation 1:3… “Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those 
who keep what is writing in it, FOR THE TIME IS NEAR.  

 
I. THE ANTICHRIST 

 
A) The opening of the first seal brings forth the Antichrist. “Anti” means 1. to stand against 2. in 

opposition to 3. instead of  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

B) He is called the Beast in Revelation 13:1 and the man of lawlessness in 
 II Thessalonians 2:3-4. Both of these names reflect the personality, character and activities 
of the Antichrist.  
 

C) The Antichrist is described in Daniel 7:23-25 (written over 500 years before Jesus was born). 
He is a brilliant charismatic leader with great military and political skills. He is a Western 
leader, and creates a powerful coalition of nations that were part of the original Roman 
Empire. He has NOT yet been revealed to be the Antichrist who will demand to be 
worshipped as God.  

 
D) In Daniel 9:27, he makes a 7 year security pact with Israel, promising to protect Israel from 

her enemies. It is possible that this pact enables Israel to rebuild their temple that is currently 
the location of the Muslim Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. The signing of this 7 year 
agreement officially begins the tribulation, the final “seven” of Daniel 9:24-27.  

 
E) At the midpoint (3.5 years) of the pact, the Antichrist fully reveals his true nature. He turns 

against Israel, desecrates the temple, demands to be worshipped as God, and orders 
everyone to receive the mark of the Beast (Revelation 13:11-18).  
 

II. THE HOLY SPIRIT  
 
A) Today, the world is greatly blessed by the Holy Spirit of God, even though they do not know 

or worship Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit brings God’s “common grace” to the world each day.  

The Antichrist is Satan’s agent, a gifted human possessed by 
Satan. He is the ultimate counterfeit of the true Christ. Vast 

multitudes of people will follow and worship him = and this too 
is a counterfeit of the worship Christians give to Christ. 



1. Act 14:15-17 = the pagans of Lystra are told of God’s benefits to them  
2. The Holy Spirit makes human civilization possible (civilized behavior between people!) by 

constantly restraining sin. (See John 16:7-11; Genesis 6:1-3 and Romans 2:14-15) 
 

B) The Antichrist’s rise will coincide with the restraining ministry of the Holy Spirit coming to an 
end after the rapture of the church (II Thessalonians 2:3-12).  
 

C) We can already see the process has begun. The increase of the behaviors described in 
Romans 1:21-32 demonstrates that the Holy Spirit is loosening His restraining hand. These 
are the conditions in which the Antichrist will thrive.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

III.  THE ANTICHRIST’S POPULARITY  
 

A) He will celebrate people’s sin, not condemn it (Revelation 9:20-21).  
 

B) He will portray true godliness as the problem (see I Kings 21:25-26 and I Kings 18:17)  
 

C) He will provide “comfort and security” to a world being judged by God. This is why people will 
not repent. The Antichrist reassures them they do not need to repent, plus he will 
mercilessly persecute those who do repent.   

 
IV.  SELF INVENTORY  
 
 * Am I truly a Christian, one who has been forgiven and will be kept from God’s wrath?  
 
 * Am I focused on the coming of Christ as described in Philippians 3:20?  
 
 * Am I burdened to reach my loved ones and other people with the gospel of Christ?  
 
 * Am I desiring to grow in purity while living in such an impure world? (I John 3:1-3)  
 
 * Am I thankful to God and am I daily choosing joy?  
 
 * Am I trusting His plan and resting in His peace?  
 
 

THE TIME IS NEAR 

The Antichrist is the man of lawlessness. This includes the Satanic 
attack against the laws of nature God established when He created the 

world in Genesis 1-2 = monogamous heterosexual marriage, two 
genders, the sanctity of life in the womb (see Daniel 7:25). 


