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TEXT:    Matthew 24:1-22 
 
CONSIDER THIS:   Today is Palm Sunday, a celebration of Jesus’s triumphal entrance into Jerusalem, 

seemingly to be acknowledged as King.  It was also Passover week.  This is the true story of a King 
who came to us to be a sacrificial lamb.  In the last days of His life Jesus taught about the future        
7 year tribulation which will precede His second coming as King.  We cannot know the exact time, 
but we must live as though it is close … for it surely is!  

 
I THE KING’S TRIUMPHAL ENTRY (Matthew 21:1-11) 
 

A) Everything is happening quickly now.  In 5 days Jesus Christ will be dead. 
 
B) The cloaks on the road, the palm branches, the shouts of “Hosanna to the Son of David”; all were 

part of welcoming a new king.   
 
C) A mixed reception: 
 

1. Crowds who traveled with Him called Him King. 
 

2. The chief priests and religious leaders were looking for an opportunity to kill Him                                           
(see John 11:47-53). 

 

3. Residents of Jerusalem not certain about who He was (Matthew 21:10-11).   
 

KEY:  The triumphal entry was on Sunday.  On Monday and Tuesday Jesus taught publically and 
engaged in debate with the corrupt religious leaders (Matthew 21:23, 45-46; 22:46).  At the     
end of this Jesus unleashed a deluge of public condemnation against the Pharisees (see 
Matthew 23).   

 
D) Jesus’s denouncement of the Pharisee ends with a prophecy about the destruction of the Temple 

and His coming in all His glory (Matthew 23:37- 24:2).   
 
II WHEN?  WHAT SIGNS? 
 

          As Jesus was sitting on the Mount of Olives the disciples came to Him privately.                                                             
“Tell us”, they said, “When will this happen and what will be the sign                                                                       

of your coming and of the end of the age?”                                                                      
(Matthew 24:3). 

 
NOTE:  The disciples still had no concept of the cross and of a 2,000 year intervening period (the Church 

Age).  Before His second coming as King, He would first come as the Passover Lamb to die on        
the cross.  The disciples probably thought the entire culmination of history leading to the glorious 
restoration of Israel was going to be accomplished in days or weeks (see Luke 19:11 and Acts     
1:6!!).  This is pictured in the chart that comes with these notes.   

 
 
 



A) Beginning in Matthew 24:4 Jesus describes a time yet in the future, a time of great tribulation 
unlike anything the world has ever seen (24:21-22).  It is possible that what Jesus said here is why 
the disciples were afraid two nights later in John 14:1, 27.   

 
 
 
 
 

B) “The beginning of birth pains” in Matthew 24:4-8 are the first 4 seals of Revelation 6:1-8,                            
the 4 horsemen of the apocalypse.   
 

1. The rider on white horse = Antichrist becoming the dominant world leader. 
 

2. The rider on red horse = Wars and violence unleashed. 
 

3. The rider on black horse = Famine, food prices uncontrollably inflated. 
 

4. The rider on pale horse = Death is everywhere, including death by plague/virus (Revelation   
6:8-10).   

 
C) Jesus calls these the things the beginning of birth pains and they occur in the first half of the           

7 year tribulation.  The second half of the tribulation can be likened to hard labor when things 
happen rapidly and with even greater intensity.     
 

D) WHEN?  The 7 year tribulation officially begins with the signing of a 7 year covenant between the 
world leader (he is not yet recognized as the Antichrist) and the nation of Israel.  This was foretold 
in 538 B.C. in Daniel 9:25-27.  The final “seven” described here is the 7 year tribulation, which is 
still in the future.  Half-way through this seven, the world leader who made the covenant with 
Israel will be fully revealed as the Antichrist.   

 

He will desecrate the Temple and set up an image of himself and demand to be worshipped as 
God.  This is called the “abomination of desolation” in Daniel 9:27 and this is what Jesus refers to 
in Matthew 24:15-19 and Paul speaks of in II Thessalonians 2:3-9.  There is a historical precedent 
for this – a foreshadowing - when in 168 B.C. Antiochus Epiphanes slaughtered a pig in the 
Temple and had an image of Zeus installed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
E) Since the moment Jesus ascended back to Heaven (Acts 1:9-11) there have been NO remaining 

Bible prophecies (with one exception!) that have needed to be fulfilled before the Tribulation can 
start  with Israel signing the protection covenant with the world leader who turns out to be the 
Antichrist. Obviously God has directed historical events and developments (including the astounding 
rebirth of Israel in 1948!) to set the stage for the Tribulation which will be followed by the return of 
Christ as described in both the Old Testament (Zechariah 12:10; 14:3-5) and the New Testament 
(Revelation 19:11-16).   
 
 

Many of the conditions that characterize the coming tribulation can be seen 

today.  We do not know the time, but we need to be in a state of readiness.   

Israel ceased to exist as a nation in 70 A.D. when Roman General Titus captured Jerusalem 
and destroyed the Temple.  Israel was reborn as a nation in 1948, ending nearly 1,900 years             
of “exile”. To this day Israel is surrounded by nations who would love to see her destroyed.                     

This is why Israel will be happy to sign the covenant they think will make them secure.   



 
F) There are additional passages that describe the future Tribulation and reveal to us the conditions 

that will exist.  Some of those future conditions are already visible in our present day.   
 
“For the secret power of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who now holds it back will                                    
continue to do so till he is taken out of the way.  And then the lawless one will be revealed …” 

II Thessalonians 2:7-8A 
 

“Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard the Antichrist is coming,                                                               
even now many antichirsts have come.  This is how we know it is the last hour.” 

I John 2:18 
 

NOTE:  See Revelation 13:15-17 which describes the mark of the Beast.  This will be a time when all civil and 
religious liberties are totally taken away by the government of the Antichrist.  We live in a day when 
people demonstrate how easily they will give up civil liberties in exchange for security.  In the future, 
neighbors will report their neighbors who do not comply with government policies.  This willingness to 
turn in neighbors and even family members has been widespread in recent history (The Nazi Gestapo, 
the East German secret police, China under Chairman Mao, etc…). 

 
 

III THE BLESSED HOPE 
 

A) “… and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead – Jesus, who rescues us 
from the coming wrath.”  I Thessalonians 1:10 
 

B) “Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial 
that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.”  Revelation 1:10 

 
C) “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also 

may be where I am.” John 14:3 
 

 
The Bible promises us that Christ will come for his bride, the church, prior to the tribulation.                                                   

There is no mention of the church on earth after Revelation 3. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do you know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior? 

Come and meet your King! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the perspective of the disciples viewing things                                                                                  
before the cross, they saw one mountain.                                                                                    

They thought all the events prophesied about in the                                                                                     
Old Testament would take place in one short period. 

They did not yet understand that Jesus would have two comings, 
with a long period in between.   

 
Luke 19:11 says,  

While they were listening to this, He went on to tell them a parable,                                                        
because He was near Jerusalem and the people thought that                                                                         

the kingdom of God was going to appear at once.   

 
Even after the resurrection, the disciples final                                                                                          

question to Jesus before He ascended to Heaven was,                                                                                       
“Lord, are you at this time going to restore the Kingdom to Israel?” 

Jesus did not rebuke them for thinking that Israel’s glory will someday be fulfilled;  
He told them it was not for them to know the Father’s timetable. 

For now, their job (and ours) is to spread the gospel.  
 
 

 
QUESTION:  How close to the second mountain are we? 

 
 
 

We are living in the period between the two appearances/coming of Christ. 
Jesus Himself said no man can know exact dates (Matthew 24:36;                                                                        

I Thessalonians 5:1-3) of Christ’s return, or the rapture of the church that precedes it.   
But the consistent message of the New Testament is that we should                                                            

live each day as though it could be the day we see Christ.   

  2nd coming            

     as King 

Time of the present    

      church age 

 1st coming              

as Lamb 


