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AMERICA’S BIBLICAL FOUNDATION:   
The History You Were Never Taught 

 
GRACE INSTITUTE 

 
 

INTRODUCTION TO SESSION ONE 
 

 If we ever reach and fulfill our highest ideals then we set them too low at the outset.  

America, as a nation, was founded upon the highest ideals ever proposed in the history of 

nations.  The fact that throughout our history we have fallen short of these lofty ideals, these 

biblical ideals, is a commentary on the sinfulness of the human heart and the fallibilities of 

finite people.   These failures do not, however, diminish the truth of these ideals or their 

goodness.  It is true, and it is right, and it is just, to say that all men are created equal; that 

they are endowed, by their Creator, with certain unalienable rights; that among these are 

life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.  That to secure these rights, governments are 

instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed.  It was 

upon these glorious ideals that America was founded.  Each generation since then has 

struggled to fully live up to these inspiring words.   

 Today there are many in America who reject America’s founding ideals and justify 

that rejection based upon our national failure to fully attain them.  There are others who 

reject America’s foundations and relentlessly attack them because they hold to a worldview 

that leaves no room for the God of the Bible and is instead rooted in secular humanism or 

progressivism.  Among these critics are those who don’t believe the Founders were sincere 

about the ideals they professed, or they sneer at and hold the Founders in contempt 

precisely because the Founders did believe the precepts they were espousing.   

 This class is titled “America’s Biblical Foundation: The History You Were Never 

Taught”.  It is the result of a lifelong interest in the Declaration of Independence.  I began my 

freshman year of college at the age of seventeen and I was there because I sensed God’s 
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calling upon my life to become a pastor.  In the years I spent studying to become a pastor, 

and in the decades since I began a life of pastoral ministry, my studies on this topic have 

been guided by this question:  Why would so many pastors, men who were deeply devoted 

to the Lord Jesus Christ and held the authority of Scripture in high regard, become 

convinced that separating from England and endorsing the Declaration of Independence 

was the course of action most in keeping with their Christian beliefs?  I think it is highly 

doubtful the American War of Independence would have been successful, or would have 

even begun, were it not for thousands of sermons preached by countless number of 

pastors.  The vast majority of people who supported independence and those who took up 

arms against the government of Great Britain were professing Christians.  With that in mind, 

I began my studies wondering how those pastors and Christians could reconcile their 

actions with the words of the Apostle Paul in Romans 13:1-7:   

 

Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except that which God has established.  The 
authorities that exist have been established by God. Consequently, 
he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God 
has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on 
themselves.  For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for 
those who do wrong.  Do you want to be free from fear of the one 
in authority?  Then do what is right and he will commend you.  For 
he is God’s servant to do you good.  But if you do wrong, be afraid, 
for he does not bear the sword for nothing.  He is God’s servant, 
an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  
Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only 
because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.  
This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s 
servants, who give their full time to governing.  Give everyone what 
you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then 
revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.  
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 It was not just Paul who commanded Christians to submit to government authorities.  

The Apostle Peter wrote this in I Peter 2:13-17: 

 

Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every authority instituted 
among men: whether to the king, as the supreme authority, or to 
governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and 
to commend those who do right.  For it is God’s will that by doing 
good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish men.  Live as 
free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live 
as servants of God.  Show proper respect to everyone:  Love the 
brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.    
 

 Upon reading these passages, it seems clear that Christians are to submit to 

government authorities.  An added consideration is that Paul and Peter wrote to Christians 

living under the rule of the Roman Empire.  Whatever oppression the American colonists 

might have encountered during the reign of King George III, their situation was certainly far 

preferable to living under the rule of Roman Emperors such as Tiberius, Caligula, Nero and 

Domitian; men who were in power when the New Testament was being written.  On what 

basis then could the claim ever be seriously made that the Christians who supported the 

Declaration of Independence were acting in a manner consistent with their professed 

Christian beliefs?   

 

           

 

THESIS:  The Founders did not think of themselves as revolutionaries, they thought of 

themselves as preservationists and restorers.  King George III abdicated his 

authority and removed himself from his position of leadership over the colonies 

before the colonies declared their independence.  Furthermore, it was King 

George III who rebelled against the lawful order of God and man.  The Declaration 
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of Independence was written to explain, among other things, how the act of 

creating the United States of America was not a violation of Romans 13.  The 

influence of Christianity was so widespread in the colonies that there never could 

have been a revolution unless people were persuaded that this course of action 

was theologically and biblically justified.  Indeed, it is preferable that we call it    

The American War of Independence rather than the American Revolutionary War.   

 

“Had the people, during the Revolution, had a suspicion of 
any attempt to war against Christianity, that Revolution 
would have been strangled in its cradle … In this age there 
can be no substitute for Christianity … That was the 
religion of the founders of the republic and they expected it 
to remain the religion of their descendants.” 

Reports of Committees of the House Of 
Representatives Made During the First 
Session of the Thirty-Third Congress, 1854 
                  [cited by fmlight.com/declarations/] 
 

 
 
NOTE:  America is NOT a Christian nation now and it never has been.  There is a 

compelling reason for saying this and it is as follows:  The New Testament does    

not teach or acknowledge the possibility of a nation (or empire) being “Christian”.  

According to the New Testament, there are individual believers that are Christians, 

and there are Christians gathered together to form Christian local churches, but 

there is no such thing as a Christian nation.   

HOWEVER … 

 A nation can be influenced by Christian (biblical) precepts.  In the 2,000 years since 

Jesus was on earth and ascended back to Heaven, no other nation has ever so 

deliberately and consciously sought to establish itself on biblical grounds.   
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“Providence has given to our people the choice of their 
rulers, and it is the duty as well as the privilege and 
interest of our Christian nation, to select and prefer 
Christians for their rulers.”  

John Jay (1745-1829), Governor of 
New York, First Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of the United States 

 

KEY:  Statements like this one by John Jay must take into account that most of the 

Founders also supported the First Amendment to the Constitution which was ratified 

in 1791.  “Christian nation” is a term that needs to be defined.  There is a famous 

quote by John Adams where he said “America is not a Christian nation”, yet he would 

have agreed with John Jay’s view! 

 
 
The role of Deism:  Students are often told that Thomas Jefferson and many other key 

founders were Deists, and that it is the spirit of Deism and not Christianity that shaped 

the Declaration.  We will investigate this in future studies.  No claim is being made 

that all the Founders were Christians in the evangelical sense of the word.  Deism 

was a very real phenomenon in the late eighteenth century and understanding its 

beliefs and influence is important.  However, many scholars and commentators who 

Old Testament Israel, a theocracy, was unique in history because it was created by 
a covenant initiated by God with Abram in Genesis 12:1-3.  Israel’s “constitution” 

was the book of Deuteronomy, which was the legal   code directly revealed to Moses 
by God.  This was never meant to be replicated by other nations.  There is much of 

value in the Old Testament regarding principles of sound government, and 
America’s Founders gave this a great deal of thought.  They were not trying to 
create a new Israel.  The Puritans of the Massachusetts Bay Colony (1630 and 
after) did think    they were a “new Israel”, but by 1776 that particular aspect of 

Puritan theology had been significantly modified.   
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emphasize the influence of Deism take it too far, and they often reveal that they have 

a minimal understanding of Christianity theology and the vocabulary of theological 

terms as used in the Founding era.   

 

The role of Clergy:  Among the most influential shapers of opinion in the colonies were the 

clergy.  They did not believe politics was off-limits as a sermon topic because the 

Bible has much to say about law, justice and righteousness.  Politics, at a core level, 

is about human relationships.  Many historians acknowledge that one of the most 

transformative events in American history was the revival known as the Great 

Awakening, which began in 1739.   

 

“ … that the roots of the Revolution as a political 
movement were so deeply embedded in the soil of the 
First Great Awakening forty years earlier that it can truly 
be said that the Revolution was the natural outgrowth of 
that profound and widespread religious movement.” 

William G. McLoughlin in Preachers and 
Politicians: Two Essays on the Origins 
of the American Revolution, p. 48, cited 
by Gene Fisher and Glen Chambers in 
The Revolution Myth, p. 29 
 

 

We will study the role of the clergy in a future session.  Had they opposed the 

Declaration in large numbers the War of Independence would have quickly ended with 

surrender to Great Britain.   

 
 

 
God and the Declaration of Independence 
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 There are four references to God in the Declaration of Independence.  In our notes 

we have high-lighted them in red. 

 
1. Nature’s God 
2. Creator 
3. Supreme Judge of the world 
4. divine Providence 

 
 
 
 

END SESSION ONE 


