
 

Growth Groups: Week 6 (2/27-3/3) 

	
Confession: What do you need to confess?  (Here are some questions to help 
you examine ways you might not be believing the Gospel). 

• Where have you made much of yourself and little of God? 

Learning: What are you learning? 

• What are you reading in the Bible?  What did you learn about God?  
What did you learn about the Gospel? 

• How is consistency? 

Accountability: How can your Growth Group hold you accountable this 
week? 

• This ties in with the confession questions.  This is a practical way to 
walk together to identify sin and pursue sanctification together. 

• How can your Growth Group help point each other to the Gospel 
daily?  Come up with practical ways to follow through. 

Prayer & Praise: How can we pray for you?  What are you praising God for? 

Scripture Memory: Philippians 2:12-13, Therefore, my beloved, as you have 
always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more in my 
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God 
who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Philippians 2:12-16 

In this text Paul is concluding his stream of imperatives calling us to live a 
life worthy of the Gospel. Paul’s final plea is for the Philippians to obey 
God regardless of whether Paul is with them or not. He insists that it 
shouldn’t matter whether he himself is at work among them or not because 
God always is. It doesn’t matter if Paul is there to keep tabs on their 

obedience but they should work out their salvation on with fear and 
trembling because God is in them and among them. 

Read the text together. 

Discuss on the text: 

• Verses 12 & 13 have probably sparked as much debate among 
Christians as any other two verses in the Bible.  The clues to 
interpretation are the whole mind of Scripture and the immediate 
context of what Paul has been talking about since 1:27. As you read 
2:12-16, ask God to give you insight into His part and yours in the 
fulfilling of His “good work” (1:6). 

o What does 2:12-13 have to do with 2:1-11?  (the word 
therefore is a clue) 

o How does 2:14-16 further illuminate your understanding of 
2:12-13? 
 

• How is working out your salvation different from working for it? 
 

• Read Romans 7:14-8:10. How does this passage help us better 
understand this Philippians passage? 
 

• What examples of working out their salvation does Paul give the 
Philippians in 1:27-2:16? 

Application: 

• What difference should it make to a person’s life to know that God is 
at work in him?   
 

• How can your growth group help each of you work out your salvation? 
o See Galatians 6:1-5; Hebrews 3:12-13, 10:24-25; James 5:6, 

19-20 


