
 
 

Prayer:  Lord of all nations, grant me grace to love all people, every race; and in each person may I see my kindred, 

loved, redeemed by thee.  Break down the wall that would divide thy children, Lord, on every side. My neighbor's good 

let me pursue; let Christian love bind warm and true. Amen. (Christian Worship 521:1,2) 
 

Opening discussion:  What was the last cross-cultural experience you had? 

1. Read Acts 11:1-3. Describe the barriers that existed between the Jewish believers in Jerusalem and the Gentile 

believers in Caesarea. Create a list of 3 barriers that could potentially divide people today.  

 

2. Read Acts 11:4-10. Compare this section to Colossians 2:16,17. What purpose did the Old Testament ceremonial laws 

have for God’s people? Why was Peter no longer required to keep those laws?  

 

3. Some of the Jewish believers continued practicing the ceremonial laws because they served as reminders for what 

Jesus did. What are some things Christians might do today which have spiritual value, but are not required by law to do? 

What happens if we impose those practices on other Christians as if they were law? 

 

4. Read Acts 11:11-18.  How did the episode with Peter and Cornelius help prepare the church for its next stage of 

development? 

 

5. Agree or Disagree: Compromises should be made if it means we can reach new people with the Gospel.  

 

6. Review Matthew 28:18-20. What promises did Jesus make to the disciples as he commissioned them? Where do you 

see these promises kept in this account? Where do you see these promises kept today? 

 

 
 

AROUND THE ROOM  

Each person (as you are comfortable, please don’t feel bad if you would like to “pass”), take a moment to share how 

you’re doing. What joys and struggles can we include in our prayers? 
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