
 

Reformation (Reformed) theology emphasizes the sovereign grace of God in salvation, acknowledging that 
God saves sinners. Some call the distinctives of Reformation theology the Doctrines of Grace, which are also 
known as “The Five Points of Calvinism.” However, these Five Points were not written by John Calvin. 

In the early 1600s, there was a theological dispute in the Netherlands between disciples of a theology 
professor named Jacob Arminius and the official doctrinal position of the Dutch church, which had been 
influenced by the teaching of John Calvin. Theologians gathered for several years to study the matter. 

Their findings are known as The Canons of Dort, with the Five Points being a summary response to the five 
points advocated by the Arminians. The result of the controversy was a re-emphasis on the sheer grace of 
God in salvation. But more than mere propositions, these doctrines of grace open a door into a world of  

Below are the five Doctrines of Grace,  along with a number of passages in the Bible that I hope you will find 
to be a helpful study guide into not only the propositions of the gospel but into the wonder, beauty, and 
transforming power of the gospel.  

 

Radical Inability — We are unable to respond to the message of the gospel apart from God’s supernatural, 
initiating, regenerating grace (Eph 2:1–5, Col. 2:13, John 3:3, 6:44; Jer. 13:23, Rom. 3:10–18). 

Unconditional Election — God has chosen a people whom to save, not based on their moral merit or 
foreseen faith, but out of his eternal love and the richness of his mercy and grace (Deut. 7:6–8; Eph. 1:3–6; 
Mt. 1:21, John 15:16; 1 Pet. 2:9–10; Col. 3:12; Rom. 8:29–30; Rom. 9:14–24). 

Definite Atonement — Jesus’ substitutionary death didn’t just make salvation possible, but actually secured 
the salvation of his people, the elect (Mt. 1:21; John 10:11, 26–29; Rev. 5:9). 

Irresistible Grace — Those whom God has chosen to save will respond to the gospel and be saved (Acts 
13:48, 16:14; Jn. 6:44; Rom. 8:29–30). 

Preservation of the Saints — Those who are genuinely saved will be kept eternally saved by the preserving 
grace of God and will manifest the evidence of new life in sanctification  (John 10:28–29; Rom. 8:29–30; Phil. 
1:6, John 15:4-5). 
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