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As part of a connected denomination, United Methodist Christians do not have to go searching
for what their mission might be. Our mission, derived from
Christ’s own directive from MATTHEW 28:16-20, is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Now, how that gets applied through a local church like Zion is
where unique focuses arise. As I’ve mentioned in this space a
few times, we are continuing to work on a “Discipleship Process.” But I think we’ve been seeing that solely as a rite of initiation / orientation to Zion for “new people.”
Here’s the problem with that: It tacitly assumes that everyone
here is already very good at being a disciple of Jesus Christ! And
that they are already “made” into perfect disciples!
Could anything be further from the truth?
I know that I have a lot more to learn and to become in love, relationship, obedience and service to my Lord and Savior. What
Our Mission is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
Our Vision is to be a vibrant community of passionate
believers who, in the love of
Christ, will commit to know the
needs of the communities around
us in order to:
CONNECT people with God,
GROW people in their faith, &
SERVE people’s needs.

Zion’s Staff
All Members, Ministers
Laura Nothdurft,
Youth Director
Opal Shanks,
Children's Coordinator
Pam Reynolds,
Administrative Assistant
Jamie Sepulvado
Director of Music Ministries
Brenda Neumeyer, Choir
Accompanist & Organist
Ken Phelps, Custodian
Joel Kidwell, Pastor

about you?
Moreover, we have not been retaining a high percentage of visitors… Pause
and think about why that might be, and if you have any insights, shoot me an email or a text or invite me to talk with you about that, because it has me concerned.
All of this is to say that, right now, there is no apparent, exigent need for a
“discipleship process” solely for “new people.” That saddens me, but it doesn’t
mean that our Church Council and I will quit our work. It does, however, beg the
question: How shall we fulfill our permanent, God-given mission “to make disciples” anyway?
You may have noticed that on Easter, I started calling announcements during
worship “Our Next Steps in Discipleship.” Why? Because we all have “next steps”
in how we’ll follow Jesus until the day He returns or we die. So if a church like
Zion is to “make disciples,” then next steps in how that happens - among its people and within its scope of influence – should be explicit. It also serves as a nice
filter for announcements so that we strive to only do and say things that support
our disciple-making mission.
I also think that we should start with the end in mind. That’s why, on Easter, I
set out what I believe to be the 5 Aspects of a person who is fully-committed to
being a growing and “made” disciple of Jesus Christ:
1.) They MAKE AN INITIAL COMMITMENT TO CHRIST, and in our Methodist context, that’s usually at Confirmation, or by Profession of Faith as an
adult. Our Baptist sisters and brothers might call that the day they were
“saved,” but I liken this to more like a wedding date – the date a relationship
that moves forward through time and in character building was solemnized and
consummated. When was that for you?
2.) They WORSHIP REGULARLY so that their focus is on the One who is the
pioneer and perfecter of their Faith, and they intentionally worship with a
group so that they know that they’re not alone on the journey, and so that a
conscious reminder of the diversity of God’s people is always evident.
Continued on page 5
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The United Methodist
Women will meet Monday, May 1
at 7:00 p.m. in the Disciple Center.
Pam Johnson will be the
program leader—Regional Missionaries—How they are
responding to God’s call today.
Throughout history women have been at the forefront of missions. They see the needs around them and
have worked diligently to set up programs to address
those needs. Many of the early missionaries were women.
The Bible has several instances where women were chosen to work in the church. Probably, if we each gave it
some thought, we would have a woman of the church
who had an impact on our lives. Come and find out more
about Regional Missionaries.

Remembering our 150th—Membership
and Attendance
At the end of 1997 Zion's membership was 217;
average attendance was 116; Sunday school membership:
139; attendance: 82. At the end of 1998, membership: 222;
average attendance: 106; Sunday school: 139; attendance:
74. The highest worship attendance (Homecoming): (Aug.
2): 169; Mother's Day: (May 10): 165; the Bishop's visit
(Mar. 1): 153; Easter: (April 12): 148; and Christmas Sunday (Dec. 20) 127. (There was no Christmas night number
printed.) The Lent Wednesday night services averaged 69.
The theme was "The Way of the Cross." According to a
graph in the November Zion Echos, our worship and Sunday school attendance was the lowest since 1975.
-----------Sources: Missouri East Conference Journals - Statistic tables 1997, 1998 and monthly
figures published in Zion Echos newsletter.
Thanks for reading, Lyle Johnston

Help Wanted
The date is set! The Great Gordonville Giveaway
is July 29th. In order to best serve our guests, we will have
our first planning meeting on Wednesday, May 9th at 6:00
p.m. Proverbs 15:22 states, “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but
with many advisors they succeed.” So, we need any and all
who might be interested in helping plan and organize the
GGG to attend the meeting on May 9th. If you have suggestions and ideas for helping the GGG run more smoothly, please attend.
If you have any questions, you can contact me at
573-837-6075. Just give me a call or send me a text.
Mary Gray
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Friends Addressing Need
Remember last year when there was a public request from Salvation Army for box fans to help families
address the heat? Well, this
year we are going to beat the
heat, literally.
During the
month of May, we at Zion, are
holding a "Box Fan Drive".
Please be a Friend Addressing Need and consider
buying a box fan and bring it to
the Disciple Center. Your Serve
Committee will transport the
fans to the Salvation Army.

Serve
I would like to thank all of those who took part in
this year's Feed My Starving Children either through giving of your time on the day of the
event, or by donating to the event
during April's Rail Offering. Here
are a few numbers to illustrate the
impact of your generosity:
- Over 900 volunteers participated in this year's event
- 972 boxes of food were packed
- This translates into 209,952 meals
- 575 children will eat for a year because of your efforts
"And the King will say, 'I tell you the truth, when you did
it to the least of these my brothers and sisters, you were
doing it to me!'" Matthew 25:40
Kevin Denton
Serve Committee

Your Food Has Shipped!—FYI
A Letter from: Alyssa Burdett, Senior Event Supervisor
Feed My Starving Children
I wanted to let you know that you food from your
event has shipped!
Your food went on two different shipments to
two different countries.
Both shipments left our Aurora warehouse on
April 13. The first shipment had 288 boxes (62,208 meals)
and is headed to Honduras through Food for the Poor.
The second had 684 boxes (147,744 meals) and is headed
to Haiti through Love a Child.
Food for the Poor links the church of the First
World with the church of the Third World in a manner
that helps both the materially poor and the poor in spirit.
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FFTP has distributed FMSC meals through its extensive
network of partner organizations in the Caribbean, Central America and South America.
Love A Child is a non-profit Christian humanitarian organization, serving the needs of children in Haiti through schools, feeding programs, an orphanage and
medical outreach. LAC distributes FMSC meals to its
schools, remote villages and more than 60 missionary
organizations in-county.
To give you an idea of our work in these countries here are a few statistics for you.
In the last year we have shipped:
Over 42 million meals through Food for the Poor
to 14 different countries and over 27 million meals
through Love a Child, all going to Haiti.
Overall we have sent over 7 million meals to
Honduras in the last year through 9 different partners,
4.3 million of those meals going through Food for the
Poor.
Similarly we have sent over 108 million meals to
Haiti through 35 different partners.
Thank you for your continuation to see more
kids fed around the world.
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tion and sheet rock on 2 basement
cottages, and ramp on the dorm
all at the Henderson Settlement.
An update from Jeff Hahs:
on the construction portion of the
work we will be doing at Henderson Settlement this year:
1. Deck and walkway from north conference center
walkway to front door of Mission Dorm. Cost
$3500.
2. Hang drywall in lower levels of cottages (2) and
trim out doors and windows. Cost $750 each cottage.
3. Remove paneling in Executive Director's Office in
the Administration Building and drywall, tape
and paint it. Cost $400.00. They will only charge
us this time for actual material costs.
Thank you for your continued support of prayers, thoughts, and love.
SEMO MISSION TEAM
Clinton & Doris

Summer Book Study

Many thanks to everyone who showed up for
Clean Up Day and Trash Pick Up on April 1. Once
again, our church buildings and grounds look amazing
and road looks great. That can only be accomplished
with the help of everyone, and MANY of you gave up
your Saturday to see that we are an attractive, welcoming church. It is very much appreciated.

This summer take a dip into
Shauna Niequist's "Present over Perfect." Read and discuss how Shauna
sought out a more connected life vs a
life that is busy but not fulfilling and
not seeking His will.
A introductory meeting will
take place in the Parlor on Wednesday, May 10, at 7:00 pm.
Questions? Contact Suzie
Kidwell at 225-9042.

New Library Resources

Uptown Jackson Mobile Camp

The Lynwood Baptist Church is downsizing
their library due to limited space and has given some of
their older resources to Zion. We now have 3 Beth
Moore Bible Study materials in the Zion library. These
are older studies meaning they have VHS tapes not CDs
with the leader and student books. The 3 Bible Studies
are:
 Beloved Disciple – The Life and Ministry of John
 A Heart Like His – Seeking the Heart of God
through a study of David
 Breaking Free – Making Liberty in Christ a Reality
in Life

Anyone currently registering for Uptown Jackson
Summer Camp, (not already registered), please use the
Code ZN74 when registering, so you will be registered
under the Zion Church code.
If you have already registered your student for the
Uptown Jackson Camps, please log into the web site with
your user name and ID, go to the payment page and
print off your payment confirmation. Please turn in a
copy of payment confirmation in to Opal Shanks or put
a copy in the Camps file in the Children's Coordinator
mail box, located in the main office.
If you have any questions, please call Opal
Shanks, Children's Coordinator @ 573-382-1723.
Attention Parents of Uptown Jackson Campers:
there will be a short meeting May 7th after each church
service, with camp parents to discuss how scholarships
will be handled and introduce some fundraiser ideas.

Thanks From Trustees

Thanks For The Love Offering
Thank you for the love offering from the Sunday
Lenten Cluster Service on April 2, donation from Zion UMW, and other donations. This money will help
pay materials on: curtains for the dining room, insula-
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Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child has a new home...
If you have not had the chance to pick up
a shoe box the supplies are in a new location.
You will find everything you
need downstairs in the Fellowship Hall
by the elevator.
Should you have any questions,
please contact Erica
Keller or Opal
Shanks.
Thanks for your help- and Happy Christmas Shopping!

Cross(es) for Camps
A little white garden cross,
displayed for all to see,
Reminds me of my Savior's love
and that he died for me.

of love that maybe they had not been the recipient of in
a long time.
One of our members has always been ready to
help to bestow these gifts to them and also volunteers at
LoveInc, again directing the needy to churches who
help with specific items. And that is KATHRYN MILLER. She will be preparing baskets to take to the Amen
Center at Delta and letting you know when specific
items are needed. We have had a respite from the work
but now we want you to become engaged again in this
project. Due to a change in my health I am stepping
away and Kathryn is the new director of our love baskets. Please back her and show your cooperation by remembering to bring things you have purchased.
Thank you for keeping the baskets up and running for four years. Keep it up and I know God will
bless you in many ways.
Aldeane

Off-Site Class Back ON-Site

Please take one for your
garden, and should you wish to
leave a monetary donation, all donations will go toward the Summer Camp Fund.
Additional camp fundraisers, coming soon.
Watch for flyers!

Amen Center Update
What a blessing our church has been to 60 individuals who recently found hope for the future in recent
employment! The Amen Center took them in and they
learned a lot under the guidance of Shirley and Danny.
Some were introduced for the first time in their lives to
God's Word. They felt accepted, took on roles of responsibility in caring for their new home.
Your passion for helping with the fresh start
baskets of kitchen utensils and dishes gave them a gift

The class previously meeting off-site will now
meet in the choir room during the Sunday School hour.
Of course, all are welcome, but we are mostly older Millennials, with a fairly even mix of male/female, married/singles, parents/non-parents, and young professionals. We're kicking-off our return to campus with the
study Half Truths: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves
and Other Things the Bible Doesn't Say by Adam Hamilton. Reminder: Nursery (same building) and Children's
Sunday School (God's Workshop) is also available during the Sunday School hour, but we've been known to
pass babies amongst us, as well!

Our Presence
Date

Worship
8:00 10:30

4/2

38

114

4/9

52

119

4/16

44

4/23

48

Children’s
Church

Total

Our Gifts
# Reached Sunday
In month School

Budget

Trustees

Sunday
School

152

104

$7,176.21

$1,465.00

$280.51

171

103

$7,109.59

$180.00

$323.01

186

230

104

$3,305.08

$410.00

$123.00

107

155

90

$4,008.00

$60.00

$234.57

8

Building
Fund

$250.00

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund: $150.00; Communion Rail—Feed My Starving Children: $615.00; Amen Center: %50.00; Camp
Fund: $55.00; Lent: $309.00; SERVE: $15.00; Old McKendree: $50.00

May 2017

Zion News

Page 5

Continued from page 1

3.) They BELONG TO A FORMATION AND LEARNING GROUP that watches over one another in love. In our
context that’s usually a Sunday School Class, but that’s just a beginning. These kinds of groups can be long lasting,
temporary, away from our Campus, on it, or even made of other Christians from other churches – as mine is.
4.) They regularly participate in some sort of LOVING GOD BY LOVING NEIGHBOR THROUGH SERVICE &
MISSION. That’s pretty broad, and intentionally so. So please figure out what that is for you and just do it!
5.) They work on their relationship with God through METHODICAL USE OF THE MEANS OF GRACE. The
Church has, over the millennia, discerned that God graciously works through cooperative practices that keep us
close to God’s heart: Prayer, Bible Study, Fasting, Abstinence, Private Worship (usually daily devotions, centering
prayer & meditation), Public Worship (see above), Holy Communion, Service to Others, and Conscientious Christian
Citizenship.
Using these 5 Aspects as a guide, how are you doing? How are we doing as a church? Perhaps if we begin with the
end in mind, it will help us fulfill our mission and help us formulate how we’ll eventually teach “new people,” who are
led to stay with us, what it really means to follow Jesus at Zion.

In Memory of Jeffrey James Moore:
Taken too soon, with much yet to give.
I would have given my Life so you could
Live.
Have a picture of your grandchildren,
that you would have adored.
They were seating by your stone,
where their love for you was poured.
You won’t be forgotten as we tell
stories, show pictures, and tell
about the funny things you’ve done.
In our hearts “You Will Be
Forever Young”.
Love from Mom and all your Family
*Dixie is Jameson and Jennifer Moore’s Grandmother and Jeffrey, now in Jesus’ eternal care, is
their Father.
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Youth
REMIND – NEW Method for Receiving Youth
Updates
Starting April
17th, I will be communicating with Remind rather than the group texting app I had been using. I think many of you
may be familiar with it
from your students’
schools, so hopefully it
will be an easy transition.
The website states that
students may not sign up
if they are under 13, so
it’s especially important
for those parents to sign
up to ensure your student is getting the most
up-to-date information. You may sign up at https://
www.remind.com/join/zionyo or by texting the message @zionyo to the number 81010. If you’re having
trouble with 81010, try texting @zionyo to (620) 9384672. * Standard text message rates apply.

MISSION TRIP
The Youth will be heading out to Rockford, OH!
ALL KINDS of information, as well as registration, can
be found at a website personalized for us, listed below.
Before you register, please read all of the information
below.
We currently have SEVEN Youth spots available.
Guidelines to sign-up or obtain more information:
Go to https://groupmissiontrips.com/pc/zion-unitedmethodist-church-gordonville-cape-girardeau/17oh82/
overview/ and submit the “Participant Info Form” – the
DEADLINE is MAY 9th, but the SOONER the BETTER,
so we can be making plans, or reserving more spaces if
needed.

By submitting the Participant Info Form you are
committing to attend. If you cancel after May 15, we
will lose the $299 registration fee, and you may be
asked to refund all or part of it.

After May 9th, I will release extra spaces, and they
may not be available if you decide to attend after that
date. If we have less than five students registered by
May 9th, we may decide to cancel our registration or
make alternate plans.
We are attending with the same company as in the past,
but some notable differences this year:

This is a Work Camp. It the past we have attended
Week of Hope, which is a community service oriented trip. The Work Camp will have tasks like painting, building a wheel chair ramp, etc. A better description of possible activities can be found on the
website.

This is a Weekend Work Camp. It is a less expensive
way to attend a Work Camp rather than a Week of
Hope, and makes it easier for adult volunteers to attend.
Rather than staying in a church, we will be staying in a
local school. They describe the facility as a modern
school with quality air conditioning and loads of showers. (You will still need to bring swimsuits for showering.) Pictures of the facility can be found here: https://
groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/weekend-homerepair/rockford-oh-2017/


Do NOT make payments via the website at this
time. We’re examining if making students responsible for a small portion of fees for activities might be
reasonable, but even if we make that change, it
would be small (maybe 10% of total cost, which
would equate to $30 for this trip), and of course, if it
was a hardship, we would work something out.

DESSERT AUCTION
Bring your sweet tooth! The Youth will hold a
dessert auction with a light lunch on April 30, after the
late service. This will help fund the Mission Trip, other
activities, and snacks in the youth room. We would also
gladly accept donations of tasty treats to auction. Thanks
for your support of Youth activities!

2016-2017 GRADUATES
Calling all members and/or regular Zion attenders who are graduating from high school and all types of
post-secondary learning (or graduated in December)! We
want to celebrate with you! Students will be recognized
during Worship on May 28th. Please send the following
information to laura.nothdurft@hotmail.com to be included in the June newsletter:







Student’s name
Current photo
Parents’ names
Name of school (title or degree, if applicable)
School activities/awards
Future plans
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3652 State Highway Z
Gordonville, MO 63701
Sunday School: 9:15 Worship: 8:00 & 10:30
Phone 573-243-8025
Fax 573-243-4190
Pastor Joel’s cell 573-225-6042
Web site: www.ziongordonville.com
Church email: zionumc@showme.net
Pastor Joel’s email: cydwel@icloud.com
Become a “Friend” of Zion:
Zion United Methodist Church (Gordonville)
This is a great way to keep up
with what’s going on at Zion.

Church and Community Meeting
Monday June 5, Jacquie Castaneda and Sandra Self will present program to provide education and training on
recognizing and identifying potential victims of Human Trafficking and the importance of raising the awareness of the
crime of human trafficking, both labor and sex trafficking.
Both of these women have many years of experience from their work and training with the National Farm
worker Jobs Program in Southeast Missouri.
Human trafficking is a serious problem nationally and world wide and of great concern to us who have families. No one is safe from becoming a possible victim of this crime.
Please join us for a salad supper at 6:30 p.m. in the Disciple Center and hear what Jacquie and Sandra have to
share with us.
Please mark this date on your calendar and join us and bring a friend.

