
Dear Zion Church: I am continually grateful for how you follow Jesus through the 
ministries of our Congregation and your prayers, presence, gifts, service and wit-
ness. Rather than an article, I offer you the following data about our presence in 
worship. As you review them, please consider YOUR vital role in those numbers. 
And then lift in prayer how we can ever-widen the circle of celebrating God’s love 
made real in Jesus as we come together in the Spirit to worship and welcome the 
new people God sends us. Thank you.  

 

 

Our Mission is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the   
transformation of the world. 
 
Our Vision is to be a vibrant com-
munity of passionate  
believers who, in the love of 
Christ, will commit to know the 
needs of the communities around 
us in order to: 
CONNECT people with God, 

GROW people in their faith, & 
SERVE people’s needs. 
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Attendance Comparison-Year to Date Averages-Worship  
Month 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

January 142.00 142.25 125.20 171.20 161.60 155.75 161.33 150.25 160.40 

February 140.63 142.71 130.56 167.11 161.22 155.50 158.29 148.63 149.44 

March 147.00 142.75 132.85 168.23 159.08 162.54 155.82 147.54 156.00 

April 143.18 145.69 134.76 171.06 164.94 159.53 161.27 150.24 153.94 

May 142.71 143.14 137.45 168.05 163.64 156.29 158.32 150.82 156.32 

June 142.31 140.36 135.92 163.88 162.12 153.77 157.33 150.19 158.68 

July 140.47 140.31 137.90 160.45 159.39 152.50 157.71 148.60 158.23 

August 140.51 140.65 138.94 160.29 160.09 151.79 157.00 148.97 159.15 

September 140.79 141.03 141.05 159.67 157.73 153.00 156.81 149.64 159.13 

October 141.62 140.45 141.16 158.05 157.27 153.30 155.68 151.00 158.12 

November 140.87 140.47 142.15 157.58 156.48 153.36 155.63 151.62 159.89 

December 140.59 141.24 142.17 157.42 158.02 153.27 155.56 151.57 157.94 
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United Methodist Women 

SOUP AND SANDWICHES—ALL ARE INVITED 
 

All are invited for soup and sand-
wiches Monday, February 6, 6:30 
p.m. in the Disciple Center lower 
level.  The program will began at 
7:15 with Brita Church from LOVE, Inc.  This is being 
sponsored by the UMW.  Child care will be provided if 
needed by calling Martha Berry or Brenda Neumeyer.  We 
encourage everyone to come to hear the work that is being 
done by Love, Inc. 

 
Remembering our 150th 
 Four areas where we work with children and 
youth: Confirmation class, Sunday school, youth group 
and vacation Bible school. I'll report on VBS this month: 

 The 1998 VBS  was held June 15-19. The theme 
was "Passport to the Holy Land." There were stops in 
Bethlehem, Capernaum, Jerusalem, Bethany and Naza-
reth. Donna Taake was director; Debbie Deneke was assis-
tant. Teachers and "tour guides" were Cindy Moore, Opal 
Shanks, Lisa Niswonger, John Niswonger, Conway Bris-
coe, Gene King, James Deneke, Sandy Mangels, Bernice 
Hartmann, Brenda Neumeyer and others. Surprisingly, 
there was no-post-VBS report to tell about children at-
tending and other comments. 

Thanks for reading. Lyle Johnston 

 

Finance Committee  
 By now you should have received a statement 
showing your church donations for the 2016 year, broken 
down by fund to which you donated.  The last page is 
called a Giving Step Report, and it is a breakdown by 
number of givers with a specific range.  We made 2 mis-
takes when we created the step report, so it is reprinted 
and posted on the bulletin board outside the office for 
everyone to see.  If you have any questions or did not re-
ceive your donation statement, please call Sharon Wendel 
(243-4539) or Martha Nothdurft (243-6978) and they will 
be glad to help you. 
 

Lenten Meals 

 Very soon it will be time to think about Easter 
and Lenten meals. Ash Wednesday is March 1 so March 8 
will be our first Lenten Meal. Lenten meals are a great 
outreach tool for inviting friends to the services. Thank 
you to the Sunday School classes for providing these help-
ful meals. Please be thinking about the date that would 
suit your class. Thank you in advance. April 13 is the 
Maundy Thursday cantata. April 16 is Easter Sunrise ser 
vice.  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 
Hello Church Family!  
 Just wanted give you some updates on Children’s 
Church (CC) now that we have things rolling. 
 Our church is intentionally intergenerational and 
all inclusive. WHICH I LOVE! However, I do recognize 
the want or need for children to be able to worship at their 
own level in a more relaxed setting. So, in re-structuring 
Children’s Church, the following things were considered;  
 In children’s ministry we feel it is important that 
the children participate in worship, fellowship and com-
munion with their family and congregation on a regular 
basis, however, we also understand that children need to 
have the space to engage, grow and ask questions without 
the restrictions of traditional worship. To that end, we 
also wanted to set a pattern that would be easily remem-
bered. Thus, the current schedule was adopted.  
 Presently, we are inviting children K-4th grade to 
attend CC the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month. The ma-
terial we are covering in the first 5 months is very im-
portant and specifically geared for older elementary chil-
dren.  However, I am  reviewing material which will in-
clude the younger children. I ask for your patience as we 
tweak and structure something appropriate for all ages.   
 We officially kicked off CC, January the 8th, so far 

we have learned about the Liturgical Year (church calen-
dar) and the Paraments (colors hung around the Sanctu-
ary) and ventured into the coloring and activity book 
called “I am United Methodist”. All of these activities pro-
duced interesting questions and good discussion from our 
children. (They are very smart and very inquisitive) We sing 
worship songs, a lot like you would hear on KHIS radio. I 
would hazard to guess that if you ask the kids, they 
would say the music is the best part of our time together!  
 On a personal note, I would ask that you keep 
this ministry lifted up in prayer. Not only the children, 
but also for the leadership, which includes several mem-
bers from Bridge and Youth. What a positive witness 
these young disciples are for our elementary kids.  
*Jan 8 attendance 10  
*January 22 attendance 15  
*number includes both 8:00 and 10:30 services 

In Christ’s Love, 
Opal Shanks- Children’s Coordinator 
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Children’s Church Schedule 

Month Lesson Time Leader 

January Liturgical Yr 8:00 Opal 

    10:30 Opal 

February 6th & 20th Lord’s Prayer** 8:00 Melissa Miller 

    10:30 Suzie Kidwell 

March 6th & 20th Communion** 8:00 Bailey Gross 

    10:30 Erica Keller 

April  10th &24th Apostle’s Creed** 8:00 Kim Scheffer 

    10:30 Laurie Burns 

May 8th & 22nd Baptism** 8:00 Pam Johnson 

    10:30 Pam Johnson 

Are you Interested? 
 

Opal Shanks and 
Donna Taake are con-
sidering leading a 
book study on The 

Shack.  If you are in-
terested, please con-
tact either one. 
Donna Taake 270-0465 
Opal Shanks 382-1723 
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Our Presence  Our Gifts 

Date 
Worship 

   8:00     10:30 
Total 

# Reached 
In month 

Sunday 
School 

 Budget Trustees 
Sunday  
School 

Building 
Fund 

Children’s 
Church 

1/1  136 136 206 9  7,063.65 1,386.00 19.00   

1/8 44 99 149  96  4,335.75 206.00 410.26  6 

1/15 40 113 153  115  2,706.00 241.00 89.00 250.00  

1/22 50 101 166    2,027.82 111.00 166.11  15 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund:  $25.00; Communion Rail:   $617.00 (JMS Food Pantry); SEMO Food Bank:  $10.00;  Worship:  $5.00; 
Children’s Church:  $60.00; Old McKendree:  $50.00 

THE AMEN CENTER THRIVES ON ITS MISSION TO 
  HELP THE HOMELESS FIND WORK 

 
 We joined Shirley and Danny Hollowell in 2012 to help those moving out to a place of their own after experi-
encing love, security and guidance while at the Amen Center.  Whatever you gave to the "fresh start" baskets that 
helped them with kitchen essentials made them feel your love and concern, even bringing tears, whether your contri-
bution was small or large. 
 Please look on the new list and hone in on something you can bring. 
There are things that cost nothing as you may have at home. Your dedication 
to make this God's work is important. You are doing this as unto 
Him.  Matt.25: 34-40. 
 "Imagine how desperate you would feel if you were suddenly home-
less. What if you had no place to stay tonight? Where would you go?  . . . Little 
children arrive here afraid, lonely and cold.  With your support we reassure 
each child they will be o.k. There have been 150 children who have called this 
place home while over 2500 people in crisis have lived here while looking for 
work. Most have formed a relationship with God by becoming a participant in 
the two weekly worship services in the gymnasium-turned-sanctuary and Bi-
ble studies during the week. Our caring place of refuge has provided the time 
needed for hurts to begin healing," Shirley says. 
 Our throws that you bring to cover our baskets with speaks volumes 
in comfort. Your donations of carefully chosen kitchen utensils give them as-
surance they will not have to go buy these daily used items. Often times this 
basket of love brings tears that someone (you) could care that much! 
 If you already have things at home for the baskets, you may bring 
them any time. Please place them in a container downstairs where you see the 
sign.  Also know what you want to bring and watch for the items when at 
thrift stores, garage sales, DG or DT stores. If you don't shop much, then start 
putting quarters aside for their laundry. We put them in a small medicine bot-
tle. 
 May God continue to bless you and Zion as we start filling basket 
#63.  Without you and God's hand on his work, we would get nowhere. Put 
your heart into this! 

Bible 
Devotional Book 

Calendar  
Notepad, Pen 

Laundry Basket  1.5 cu.ft. 
A throw or bath towel 

Plates (4) 
Cereal or soup bowls (4) 

Cups or mugs (4) 
Glasses (4) 

Flatware ... 4 each of 
knives, forks, teaspoons and tablespoons 

Saucepan 
Skillet 

Pancake turner 
Paring knife 
Can opener 

Dish towels (2) 
Dish cloths (2) 

Pot holders (2)buy   
Salt and pepper shakers   (filled) 

2 c. sugar 
Dawn dish detergent 
Laundry detergent 

Laundry quarters (put in medicine bottle)  
Bath bar soap 
Toothbrush 
Tooth paste 
Deodorant 

Razors 
Shampoo 

Toilet Tissue 



 

Z i o n  N e w s  Page 5 February 2017 

TRUSTEE UPDATE 
 
 The Trustees met January 16, 2017. The follow-
ing information is a summary of the business conducted 
at that meeting. 

Members for 2017 are:  Jeremy Bollinger, Wayne 
Deneke, Gerald Hitt, Stan Johnson, Jerry Marshall, 
Melissa Miller, Pat Neumeyer, Jeremie Nothdurft, and 
Martha Nothdurft.  Officers for 2017 will remain the 
same.  President:  Wayne Deneke; Vice-President: Gerald 
Hitt; Secretary: Martha Nothdurft; and Treasurer: Stan 
Johnson.   

David Dyer said he will do the mowing for the 
church grounds again this year with few modifications 
to the contract.  The Mole Man will again service the 
grounds for the same price as last year.  Trustee respon-
sibilities for the year were reviewed and revised. 

A door lock will be placed on the dining room 
door of the basement that will work just like the one on 
the main floor of the Disciple Center.  Gerald Hitt will 
install a set of door stops at main doors of the Disciple 
Center to hold them open when needed. 

These are the highlights of the meeting.  If you 
have any questions, please ask a Trustee.   

Elementary Sunday School 
 Primary classes 2-3 yrs and PreK are working 

with Cokesbury material. In January they will cover 

“Jesus is God’s son” and February covers “Parables that 

teach us about God’s love”.  Young Christians (Older 

Elementary) still seem to be enjoying the rotational mod-

el from Cokesbury’s Power Express,  which include 6 

weeks of rotation through cooking, art, story, games, 

video and science. They will explore Jesus was Baptized, 

Easter People, Manners made Easy, Jonah, Joshua leads 

the people, Daniel in the Lion’s Den, and end the year 

with Christmas Messengers. 

Opal Shanks 

Treasurer’s Report 
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Youth 

 
DiscipleNow 
 
 DiscipleNow (DNow) is a local Youth Retreat organized by several of the churches in our area, on the weekend 
of February 16-19. I'm hopeful that this will build off of our very successful Fall Retreat last November. Our students 
are already excited about attending! 
 Students interested should fill out a registration form (Zion's Youth Account will pay the $45 for our students), 
and return them to Laura or her mailbox by February 5th. 
Volunteers interested in helping can serve as a host home or a small group leader. 
 A host home would host a small group of students and their small group leaders (probably 5-10 people total), Friday 
evening through Sunday morning (see the schedule). I will likely need one or two homes for the boys and one or two home 
for the girls. Kids will arrive at their home at 6:00 pm on Friday night.  Host homes provide breakfast and lunch on Sat-
urday and breakfast on Sunday.  We may need the host homes to be available to help 
transport kids depending on how many sign up.  When kids leave on Sunday morning 
for worship they take all their stuff with them to the church and parents pick them up 
from there. 
 Small group leaders will stay the entire weekend at the host homes with the stu-
dents. These people will facilitate the small group sessions and make sure kids stay on 
schedule, take showers and stay safe.  We will try for two small group leaders per host 
home, but may only be one depending on how many volunteers I can get. 
 Also, all volunteers should be Safe Sanctuary certified. I can help make that 
happen if anyone needs to get caught up. 
 Please let Laura know as soon as possible if you are interested in volunteering. 

 
 
Correction Notice! 

Salli Nothdurft married Jeremy Bollinger on Aug. 8, 1998. The names were switched in both the 1998 Zions Echos and 
the January 2017 Zionnews. Thanks Salli for the correction. 

Thanks for reading. 
Regards, Lyle Johnston 

 
 

NO Youth Meeting 
February 8 
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3652 State Highway Z 

Gordonville, MO  63701 
 

Sunday School:  9:15     Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 

Phone  573-243-8025        Fax  573-243-4190 

Pastor Joel’s cell 573-225-6042 

Web site:  www.ziongordonville.com  
Church email: zionumc@showme.net 

Pastor Joel’s email:   cydwel@icloud.com 

Become a “Friend” of Zion: 
 Zion United Methodist Church (Gordonville)  

This is a great way to keep up  
with what’s going on at Zion. 

SIGN UP TODAY! 
 

 Whether it is to help your community, 
your family, or just for your own knowledge, 
signup today for the Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) . You will be more 
knowledgeable and better prepared to address 
a major disaster, such as an earthquake. This 
training is free of charge provided by Home-
land Security, and involves 20 hours of training 
for certification. 

This training will be held: 
Friday, February 3rd, 5:30-9:30p.m. 

Saturday, February 4th, 8:00a.m.-5:00p.m. 
And, Saturday, February 11th, 8:00a.m.-

5:00p.m. 
At Zion United Methodist Church Disciple 

Center 
The Saturday lunch meals will be provided. 

 

SIGN UP TODAY! 

http://ziongordonville.com
mailto:cydwel@icloud.com
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Michael Matthews

Kitchen Table 

Bible Study 9:30

Youth 6:30

Choir 7:30

Olivia Wendel

Aurora May
Joe Singleton

Bo Burns

Matthew Stroder

CERT Training 8:00-

5:00

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

Cindy Rodgers

Janet Roberts

Mary Gray

Aubrey Neumeyer

Trevor McLean
Christine Overbeck

Brenda Neumeyer

Kitchen Table 

Bible Study 9:30

Youth 6:30

Choir 7:30

Jane Windisch

Rich Thomas

Brittany Estes

Judith Propst

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

Ronald Abernathy

Wayne Deneke
Dereck Dush

Kitchen Table Bible 

Study 9:30

Youth 6:30

Choir 7:30

Pat Ryan

Jean Thoma

John Niswonger

26 27 28 1 2 3 4

Lucas Shanks
Chip Sepulvado

Madelyn Hamilton

Jeff & Barbie Stroder

5 6

Roger Neumeyer
William & Judy 

Sneathen

CERT Training 8:00-5:00

NOTES:

Kitchen Table 

Bible Study 9:30

Youth 6:30

Choir 7:30

Landon Hurst

Joel Kidwell
CERT Training 5:30-

9:30 
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