
 
 
 

Zion Teams at 
Tacos & Trivia 

Benefit for 
Love, INC. 

 
 

 
 On Friday, March 24, 
2017, Zion Brought three teams to 
the first “Tacos & Trivia: fund-
raising event for Love in the 
Name of Christ of Southeast Mis-
souri.  Our teams did well, but 

were no match for the team 
from 1st Baptist, Cape 
Girardeau.  Some say they 
had a ringer or two. . . The 
night was a lot of fun. 

 

Our Mission is to make disciples 
of Jesus Christ for the   
transformation of the world. 
 
Our Vision is to be a vibrant com-
munity of passionate  
believers who, in the love of 
Christ, will commit to know the 
needs of the communities around 
us in order to: 
CONNECT people with God, 

GROW people in their faith, & 
SERVE people’s needs. 
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United Methodist 
Women 

 The United Methodist 

Women will NOT meet in April, 

but will meet in May. 

 The UMW Spring District Meeting will be Satur-

day, April 22, 2017 in Fredericktown.  Registration will be 

at 9:30 a.m. with the Program at 10:00 a.m.  Please put this 

date on your calendar. 

Lenten Meals 

 Thank you to the classes that have signed up to 
provide meals for our Lenten Services.  The Meals will 
begin at 5:45 and the service at 7:15.  
 Here is what you have to look forward to:   

April 2       Lenten Cluster Service at Zion 
April 5       Angels of Hope 

 
 Are you hungry yet? 
   It would be great if the congregation would sign-
up to bring desserts.  There is a sign-up sheet on the bulle-
tin board.  There are six slots, however, more is OK 
too!!  See you there-and bring some friends. 
 Classes that are providing meals may turn in re-
ceipts for up to $125.00.  Connect will supply the form 
and correct account number.  
 For April 2, Lenten Cluster Service at Zion, we 
will need finger foods.  Please sign –up in the Disciple 
Center.  Hope to see you at  all of our services! 
 

Jane Shinn 
 

Operation Christmas Child- Samaritans 
Purse 
 Erica Keller (Serve) and Opal Shanks (Grow) 
spent a morning last October at Cape Bible Chapel learn-
ing about OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD. Operation 
Christmas Child is the largest Christmas Project of its 
kind- shoe boxes filled with gifts for children around the 
world  who are in need;  to 
tell them they are special 
and loved by  God.   
 What could be a 
better way to witness of 
God’s love to a child, than to 
receive a shoe box filled 
with gifts specially selected 
just for them, from someone 
they did not even know ex-
isted until they open that box?  
 Operation Christmas Child began in 1993 by the 
Samaritan’s Purse Project and has delivered more than 
124 million gift filled shoe boxes to children in some of the 

hardest to reach areas around the world.   
We are so blessed here in the United States, to openly 
worship God and have the ability to introduce our chil-
dren at a young age, to the God who loves them beyond 
measure. We would like to share that experience with oth-
er children, regardless of any circumstance or situation.  It 
would be a great way to honor our own children here at Zion, 
by participating in this year round activity.  
 You or your child can choose to fill a shoe box 
with items of your choice (a list will be provided for guid-
ance) each month to put into the shoe box. You have 9 
months to pack your shoe box with handpicked gifts, pos-
sibly including a picture of your family or children, and 
letters of encouragement telling the child a little about 
your life and family and how you came to know Jesus…
and most importantly; that you are praying for them.     
 The purpose of the shoes boxes is evangelism; 

taking the gospel to another generation. If you would like 

to hear more, join us March 19th, in the 8:00 and 10:30 

church services for a short presentation and a kick off for 

Operation Christmas Child.  Please contact Erica Keller 

(serve)  or Opal Shanks (Grow) for questions.   

 

Remembering the 150th 
 The UM Men's group had 25 members in 1998. 
Their president was Gene King. Monthly meetings were 
held on the second Tuesday night. For many decades they 
sponsored the annual February Wildlife Supper, served 
by the UM Women. Food served was rabbit, deer, domes-
tic pig and all the trimmings. Dr. C. John Ritter of Cape 
spoke on his African medical mission work during 1997. 
That spring they planted a watermelon/sweet potato gar-
den. By October it was a great crop and all sold with won-
derful comments on the melons. Once a year in August, 
they took their spouses and lady friends out to supper at a 
local restaurant. 
 
(Source: Zion Echoes, UM Men news, April, June, July, and November, 1998) 

Thanks for reading, Lyle Johnston 
 

Amen Center Basket News 
 Zion is to be congratulated on its preparing and 
delivering a total of 62 "Fresh Start" baskets to the Amen 
Center. We are now in our 4th year in this ministry.  In the 
last two weeks 14 were completed and taken down to Del-
ta making the total 62.  
 We will not need to assemble any more for per-
haps most of 2017.  However, you can still continue to 
save the items on the list until we call for them late in the 
year or whenever their supply gets down to 3. 
 We want to improve the baskets by adding a 
toothbrush, deodorant, mouthwash to our bath size soap, 
toothpaste and razors.  

Thank you! 
Aldeane Norton 



 
Z i o n  N e w s  Page 3 April 2017 



 

Z i o n  N e w s  Page 4 April 2017 

Our Presence  Our Gifts 

Date 
Worship 

   8:00     10:30 
Children’s 

Church 
Total 

# Reached 
In month 

Sunday 
School 

 Budget Trustees 
Sunday  
School 

Building 
Fund 

3/5 60 97  157  94  $7,046.00 $1,660.00 $256.30  

3/12 34 102  136  94  $3,246.56 $410.00 $251.00 $250.00 

3/19 55 124  179  101  $4,099.71 $211.00 $157.64  

3/26 46 93 7 146 176 104  $4,002.25 $350.00 $198.40  

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund:  $195.00; Communion Rail:   $970.00 (Grab & Go);  Safe House for Women:  $50.00; Lent:  $357.00,  
$594.00; Choir Risers:  $1,500.00; Love Inc.:  $480.00; SEMO Food Bank:  $5.00; Missions:  $100.00;  

 Rolf & LaRessa Hanusa Clinton & Doris Hodges 

Thank You! 
 
 I continue to be totally amazed what the Zion community and other friends have donated to the annual 
Heart Walk.  Last year, 2016, the donation from this church community plus a few others was $810. 
 This year my contacts were widened, somewhat by some other local people, and our daughter putting it on 
her Face book page.  To make a long story short, there was a total of $1,480 donated this year, 2017.  Way over half 
of this total was donated by Zion sons and daughters.  As of this writing, you helped me raise the largest amount of 
an individual participant for the Cape Heart Walk! 
 The Heart Walk is not only a fund raiser but, just as important, it is an opportunity to enhance the aware-
ness and rewards of regular exercise and a healthy lifestyle. 
 Thank you for your support and remember that you can improve your health by some simple actions. 
 

God Bless you all, 
Gerald Hitt   
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Youth 
Youth Summer Mission Trip 
 
 Find your hammers! Zion Youth will be partici-
pating in Group’s Weekend Workcamp in Roanoke, 

Ohio, June 23-26, 2017. We currently have 7 youth and 3 
adult spaces reserved. To reserve your space, contact 

Laura before May 9, however, the sooner the better. 
(There may be an option to extend the trip by one day if 
the entire group from Zion would like to do so.) 
 
https://groupmissiontrips.com/pc/zion-united-methodist-church
-gordonville-cape-girardeau/17oh82/overview 
 

“Rockford, Ohio is a unique and peaceful small town 
surrounded by rich Ohio farmland. Life feels easy here—the 
wide-open fields give you a feeling of freedom, and you can 
almost taste the fresh country air. 

But not everyone’s life is easy here. The downturn in 
manufacturing has led to the closure of some nearby facto-
ries—and farming simply doesn’t pay like it once did. As 
younger people leave to find work elsewhere, many elderly peo-
ple find themselves left behind, lonely, their cherished homes 
decaying. 

You can make a real difference here in just one long 
weekend of hard work! Projects will involve simple carpentry 
and painting—but they all will be badly needed by the person 
you’ve come to serve. And whoever you serve—an older couple 
faced with having to choose between groceries and home re-
pairs, a single parent fighting to make ends meet, or someone 
struggling with disability—you will be sending a true message 
of God’s love. 

You and your group will stay in a modern, clean 
school facility, with loads of showers and refreshing air condi-
tioning throughout!” 
 
 Last year, we attend a community service mis-
sion trip, this year’s will be a work camp, which means 
all of the sites will have more hands-on types activities. 
From the website:  
 
“At the Rockford, OH Weekend Workcamp, your group will 
demonstrate Jesus’ love and compassion in tangible ways 
through projects like… 
 Weatherizing homes and trailers 
 Reconstructing sagging porches 
 Significant painting projects 
 Interior and exterior carpentry 
 Other home repair projects that the homeowner cannot 

otherwise complete.” 
 
 A picture of the facilities, and much more infor-
mation can be found at https://groupmissiontrips.com/
trip-types/weekend-home-repair/rockford-oh-2017/ 
 

 Parents and guardians on my email list will be 
receiving significantly more information soon, and I am 
happy to send the information to anyone else who re-
quests it. 
 

Youth Dessert Auction Fundraiser 
 
 Prep your taste buds and prime your sweet 
tooth! The Youth will be holding their Annual Dessert 
Auction Fundraiser on April 30th. A light lunch will be 
served following the 10:30 service, with the Auction im-
mediately following. We appreciate your support, and 
your donations of tasty treats!  
 

Eagle Lake Camps  
 
http://eaglelakecamps.com/camp/uptownjackson/ 
 
 Once again this summer, New McKendree Unit-
ed Methodist Church will be offering a summer day 
camp for kids. They had such a good turn out last year, 
that they wish to extend the invitation again provide the 
day camp experience to as many children as possible.  
 
Here are the details:  
 Dates: July 10-14, 2017 
 Ages: 6-12 years of age (must be 6 by July 10th) 
 Time: 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. daily 
 Transportation: Bus can pick up and drop off camp-

ers from the community daily 
 Total Cost $165.00 per camper 
 Camper Fee is $80.00- what the camper pays when 

they register on line. (Camper fee + church scholar-
ship)  

 Church scholarship: Check with Opal or Joel  
 

 It is also requested that Zion provide a shepherd 
willing to spend the day with the campers developing 
relationships and memories and could also help serve 
lunch and help with check in and checkout daily. We’re 
still looking for Shepherds for Monday, Thursday, and 
Friday. 
 
 If anyone is interested, in being a camper and/or 
a shepherd, please contact our Children’s Ministry Coor-
dinator, Opal Shanks at 573-382-17223   

 
Vacation Bible School 

 
 It is that time again! We are seeking someone 
who has a heart for children and the imagination to take 
them on their next great adventure!       

https://groupmissiontrips.com/pc/zion-united-methodist-church-gordonville-cape-girardeau/17oh82/overview
https://groupmissiontrips.com/pc/zion-united-methodist-church-gordonville-cape-girardeau/17oh82/overview
https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/weekend-home-repair/rockford-oh-2017/
https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/weekend-home-repair/rockford-oh-2017/
http://eaglelakecamps.com/camp/uptownjackson/


 We need a Director 
and/or Co-Director for Vaca-
tion Bible School 2017.  

 If you or maybe even 
your Sunday school class is 
looking for something fun to 
do this summer; here is a 
great mission opportunity 
like no other!  

 You’ll get to know 
the families and kids in the 
community as you help them get in touch with the God 
who created them. AND HAVE FUN DOING IT! 

  If you think this is a good fit for you, and or 

others you know, please contact Opal Shanks Chil-

dren’s Ministry Coordinator @ 573-382-1723   

 

Jackson Ministerial Alliance 

 
 The work of the Jackson Ministerial Alliance 
continues with the usual meetings and events. A high-
light from the March 14, 2017 Meeting was a visit from 
Jackson R-2 Superintendent, Dr. John Link, who pro-
moted the merits of the upcoming Proposition “J”. 
 Other news includes the movement of the Holy 
Spirit in disparate parts of the alliance to do something 

with the surplus of cash 
in the Alliance's ac-
counts. With the change-
over in pastors at 1st 
Baptist Church, there is 
also some thought of 
moving the Food Pantry 
out of their facility. The 
emerging vision is to 
have a service center of 
some kind to be a clear-
ing house for food and 
other needs in the Jack-
son area. So please add 
our shared ministry with 
the Jackson Ministerial 
Alliance to your prayers. 
 

 
Cape Girardeau Ministerial Alliance 
 
 The Cape Girardeau Ministerial Alliance has 
adopted Franklin Elementary School’s reading program 
as a shared outreach mission. Zion is responsible for 
purchasing and delivering books to the school. If you’d 
like to donate to that cause, please give to Zion with 
“Missions: Franklin Elementary Books” in the memo. 
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Celebrating 45 years of marriage on April 
22.  We where married in Zion’s sanctu-
ary! 

Rev. Lyle Johnston 

Dr. John Link, Superintendent, Jackson R-
2 Schools, speaking to the Jackson Minis-

terial Alliance on March 14.  



 
 

April  2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3652 State Highway Z 

Gordonville, MO  63701 

Sunday School:  9:15     Worship:  8:00 & 10:30 

Phone  573-243-8025        Fax  573-243-4190 

Pastor Joel’s cell 573-225-6042 

Web site:  www.ziongordonville.com  
Church email: zionumc@showme.net 

Pastor Joel’s email:   cydwel@icloud.com 

Become a “Friend” of Zion: 
 Zion United Methodist Church (Gordonville)  

This is a great way to keep up  
with what’s going on at Zion. 

http://ziongordonville.com
mailto:cydwel@icloud.com

