Volume 37

February 2018

Number 2

From Erin Randol:

Our Mission is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
Our Vision is to be a vibrant
community of passionate
believers who, in the love of
Christ, will commit to know the
needs of the communities around
us in order to:
CONNECT people with God,
GROW people in their faith, &
SERVE people’s needs.

Zion’s Staff
All Members, Ministers
Laura Nothdurft,
Youth Director
Opal Shanks,
Children's Coordinator
Martha Nothdurft,
Administrative Assistant
Jamie Sepulvado
Director of Music Ministries
Brenda Neumeyer, Choir
Accompanist & Organist
Ken Phelps, Custodian
Joel Kidwell, Pastor

A local family recently voiced a need for a back up generator for their home in Fruitland. I met this family though my work with MO First Steps; they have twin girls
that are one year old and both require oxygen and tracheas to survive. The family
just bought their own home and faced a crisis when a weather storm occurred around
November of 2017 which caused their power to go out. They realized quickly that
they needed an alternative power source at the home but they lacked the financial
resources to buy a generator as they have extensive medical bills and just bought
their home. I contacted Joel, and he recommended that money be requested from the
CARE fund as this situation was found to be emergent. The CARE committee members approved this request within hours and our finance committee had a check
ready for me to give the family within a
week. The family is beyond appreciative
of this gift. They have used the money to
buy a generator for the home. They now
have peace that their baby girls will be
safe and healthy at home even if another
power outage occurs. If you have questions about this situation, please don’t
hesitate to ask me. The family wanted to
share this picture of the girls, Evelyn and
Sophia, with their big brother Leo, as a
gesture to say thank you to the congregation of Zion UMC.
The gifts of Zion TRULY make a difference to families right here in Cape County.

Zion Church Council Minutes
December 19, 2017
Church Council Meeting opened with prayer. Members present were Pastor Joel
Kidwell, Julie Matthews, Bailey Gross, Janet Brase, Wayne Deneke, Pam Johnson,
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Opal Shanks, Sandy Mangels, Chip Sepulvado, Jane
Shinn, Kevin Denton, and Lea Davis.

with the projects he feels are important to Zion’s future.

Pastor Joel read aloud the letter drafted to send to the
non-churched members of Zion. Each member of the
church council signed the letter.

Brenda Neumeyer: Zion has a line of credit at The
Bank of Missouri in the amount of $500,000.00. This
line of credit will expire on January 28, 2018 if not renewed. The cost of renewal is approximately $320.00
per year. Pam Johnson made a motion to keep the line
of credit at the Bank of Missouri open. Opal Shanks
seconded the motion; all voted to approve. The motion
carried to continue with the line of credit.

Pastor Joel questioned the advisability of having a Vacation Bible School at Zion since New McKendree includes other churches in their program. Last year 40
children went to Vacation Bible School and 13 went to
camp.
It was agreed that Zion would pay up to $150.00 per
year for each child for camp costs. Motion by K. Denton, second by Pam Johnson, and all in favor.
Cup of Fellowship, Welcoming Ambassador, Greeting
Coordinator, Funeral Meals, Easter Egg Hunt, Fall Festival, Thanksgiving Meal, Christmas Night Meal, Sunrise Service Breakfast, Year in Review Banquet, Football
Meal, Great Giveaway, and Lenten Meals are some of
the projects which will be reviewed during the Council
Spring Retreat.
Opal Shanks reviewed the Safe Sanctuary Policy: One
worker per each three children is required for the
nursery-aged children from birth to 2 years.
Safe Sanctuary requires two persons to work in the
nursery. However, if a shortage of staff remains, Opal
recommends one person in the nursery and one Shepard patrolling the (halls and checking the)
rooms intermittently.
Any report of possible abuse will be acted upon in the
appropriate manner.
Bailey Gross recommends the establishment of rules for
the nursery workers and to have someone coordinate
the program.
Suggestion: we may need to pay the nursery workers.
Staff-Parish-Relations Committee has been changed to
Pastor-Parish-Staff Relations Committee.
Bailey Gross will send a letter to each Church Council
member to review which programs Zion wishes to continue.
Julie Matthews recommends all salaries and wages presented for 2018, all in favor.
Pastor Consultation Form to Conference’s (five) options. Pastor Joel wishes to remain at Zion to continue

These minutes will be reviewed at the next meeting of
the Church Council.
Bernetta Lea Davis
Recording Secretary

Minutes Church Council Retreat
January 21, 2018 from 12:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
The meeting opened with a prayer given by Pastor Joel
Kidwell.
The minutes from the Council Meeting on December
19, 2017, were read and approved.
The Council addressed the Line of Credit at The Bank
of Missouri in the amount of $500,000.00 which will
expire on January 28, 2018 if not renewed. The cost of
renewal is approximately $320.00 per year. Pam Johnson made a motion to renew the line of credit, and the
motion was seconded by Opal Shanks. All members
voted to keep the line of credit.
Members present: Bailey Gross, Chip Sepulvado, Kevin Denton, Erin Randol, Janet Brase, Opal Shanks,
Laura Nothdurft, Wayne Deneke, Pam Johnson, Brenda
Neumeyer, and Lea Davis.
The purpose of this meeting was to address unfinished
business and to start setting goals for this year and discuss ways to accomplish them.
Pam Johnson reported on a workshop called KidMin,
which taught ways to enhance programs at Zion. Pam
presented an exercise plate and invited each member of
the council to identify areas of concern and suggestions
for projects in the coming year.
Bailey wrote ideas and suggestions of ways to meet the
goals we set for the coming year. Each project identified was discussed; the negative and positive aspects of
each was evaluated by the group.
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Janet Brase wants a list of youth who could help with
church services.
Perhaps there is need to approach the youth about establishing a contemporary service at Zion.
Chip noted that we need to be consistent with youth programs. We need structure and accountability when working with young people.
Pastor Joel stated that we need to be intentional, not focused on projects. He mentioned a definite fear of owning tasks in our church, and we need leadership training.
The Ministry Fair was poorly attended in the past.
Bailey prioritized goals for the year. She read the vision
of Zion. Three goals for the church were identified in line
with our vision.
The Serve Committee is well run and has several goals
and projects.

GOALS:
Grow small groups Ministry/increase intentionally.
Remove the stigma of volunteering for church events/
roles.
Use our new member process to integrate new people in
our church.
Fill volunteer spots for events and Sundays.
Start contemporary service or integrate youth.
Provide web service or recordings for watching services.
Fill all committee vacancies.
Provide sound and video to lobby during services.
Staff the nursery appropriately.
Increase children’s church attendance/involvement.
Opal Shanks suggested that more discussion on Vacation
Bible School would be appropriate. Kevin Denton discussed planned activities, maybe ask someone from
UMCOR to speak. We need to discuss the Great Giveaway to determine if it is still a viable project.
Pam Johnson made a motion to give $500.00 from the general budget for the Serve Committee; Janet Brase seconded the motion. All in favor, the motion passed.
The calendar was discussed and dates for various projects
were noted.
The Lenten meals will start at 5:30 p.m., and Church service will start at 7 p.m. beginning on February 21, 2018,
for a total of 5 meals.
2018 service opportunities were listed and will be dis-
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cussed in more detail at the next Council meeting.
Bernetta Lea Davis
Recording Secretary

Weddings Photos
Our history includes weddings associated with our
church. We would welcome wedding photos 5x7 or
8x10. As you can see on the bulletin board, we are
celebrating the marriage of Glenn and Pat Neumeyer
this month. When you see them, tell them congratulations and how young they look!
Please pencil on the back of a
copy of your photo names and
date and turn into the church office. On our bulletin board is a
place that could see your photo
featured. Gene already has several
from our last request. He has the
Johnston's.
Thanks for reading, Lyle

Financial Statements
Year End Statements have been mailed for anyone
making donation a to the church in 2018. If you
have not received yours or you have a question
about yours, please ask Cheryl Crouch (573-5793498). If she is not available, contact Sharon Wendel (573-979-0512) or Martha Nothdurft (573-2436978). You may also call Martha at Church on a day
she is working.
We are looking for addresses for these people:
Jerry Pirtle, Dorothy Rowley, Daniel Kopp, and Yaliana Burns. If you have an address for any of them,
please let Martha know.

Reminder for AMEN Center
If you have a heart for those who call the Amen Center their home, you might wish to help with the following:
PineSol for mopping
Toilet bowl cleaner
Bleach and any kind of disinfectant Spray
for dusting such as Pledge
However, they insist that the name brands are not
important...whatever is less money. Do not place on
the long table designated for the Amen Center as
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that
is
now
the
Fresh
Start
Basket
donations table. We will get a cart and put the
above things on it. We are awaiting the making of a
sign for the Fresh Start Baskets. Thank you.
Please let Aldeane know if you want to participate.

Fundraiser for Billi Jo Knight
The Jackson Police Department is sponsoring a
trivia night and Silent Auction for Bo Burn’s niece,
Billi Jo Knight. Billi Jo has been on our prayer
list for some time; she has been undergoing treatment for cancer. Bo and Laurie would love to see
a team from Zion participate in the fundraiser to
help Bo’s niece. Laurie will put a sign-up sheet on
the bulletin board for anyone interested in helping.

Kids Against Hunger
Our food packing event is
scheduled for February 10
in the Fellowship Hall of the
Disciple Center. During the
month of December, we
have collected $2,382.56 to
help fund our project. We
have committed to a minimum of 10,000 meals,
and the cost of a meal is $.25. We will need 50-60
volunteers the day of the event to make sure that
the project goes smoothly.
The mission of Kids Against Hunger is to significantly reduce the number of hungry children in
the United States and to feed starving children
throughout the world. Please help us make a difference in the life of a child.

Spring Cleanup Helping Hands
Spring and summer are just around the corner. For the
months of May and June the SERVE committee will be
reaching out to those that might need help with spring
cleaning, trash pickup, or minor repairs. If you, or a
neighbor, might need some assistance, please let us
know by completing a form (found in the church foyer)
or by calling/texting Chris Francis at (573)579-5980.
Chris Francis, Serve Committee
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February Communion Rail Offering
Our February rail offering will be going to
the Hope Children’s Home in Jackson. Recently, the number of foster children in our
nation has risen exponentially, which includes our local community. Hope Children’s Home provides a family environment for children that need a safe home, particularly if a
traditional foster home is not available, keeping these
children out of larger, less family oriented, group homes.
At any given time, there can be up to 10 foster children
living in this unique home. They house an average of 60
children a year, but they also do so much more for area
children in the foster care system. In 2017, the Hope
House served more than 1,000 local children through 20
different support programs to include supplying 308 children with backpacks and school supplies, providing 356
boxes of diapers, serving over 600 children at the local
clothing closet, and paid for 51 children to obtain medical,
dental, and physical exams not covered by insurance. I
hope you’ll consider all of their hard work for area foster
care children when donating in February.
Chris Francis, Serve Committee

Elementary Daddy- Daughter Night
Hey Dads- How about signing up for some fun with your
daughter? Hey Girls- Want to have a fun night out with
your dad or Grandpa?
Children’s Ministry will be hosting a Daddy Daughter
night for all Elementary girls and their Father’s or Grandfather’s, Saturday, February 24th from 7:00- 8:00. Dress is
casual and the fun we will have will be “creatively amazing”!
(No, it is not a dance…and mom,
it is okay… we will take care of
things, enjoy your quiet time at
home for an hour or so).

This year, during the season of Lent, Children’s Ministry
will be filling banks for Orphans by teaming up with Rice
Bowls. Rice Bowls is a non-profit organization based in
South Carolina that helps provide food for orphaned children in the name of Christ. Since rice is a dietary staple
for much of the world, the design of a bank made to look
like a bowl of rice, will help remind us of those in need
around the world. In 2007, Rice Bowls began partnering
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directly with Christian children’s homes, first in India and
Sub-Saharan Africa, sadly many more countries have
joined the ranks with hungry children, and this movement became a prayerful response in part to the growing
global orphan crisis.
Rice Bowl banks will be handed out the Sunday, February
11th with the expected return date of April 8th. On the 8 th,
we will have a bowl breaking party to see how successful
our efforts were. Primarily, this was thought to be a children’s project, but should you wish to help, just ask one of
the kids for a rice bowl, and we will see that you get one.

Some “beginnings” aren't what they should be.

ORPHAN facts

• Nearly 163 million children across the world are orphans.
• The magnitude of the orphans and children in crisis
remains deeply distressing, and the situation for children is likely worsening due to the global economic crisis and the effects on children due to bad governance,
conflict, poverty, disaster, and disease.
 Vulnerable children, with few means of supporting
themselves are often forced to work in commercial agriculture, as street vendors, beggars, domestic servants,
or given over to the sex trade — victims of human trafficking.

MALNUTRITION facts
• Every few seconds, another orphan dies from malnutrition.
 Malnutrition plays a part in more than half of all child
deaths worldwide.
•Even more often malnutrition cripples children’s
growth, renders them susceptible to disease, dulls their
intellects, diminishes their motivation and reduces their
productivity
 Consider 4 children you know. What if one of them had
so little to eat that they could not grow? In South Africa,
one out of every four children under five has stunted
growth, a consequence of malnutrition.
• Millions of children suffer from micronutrient malnutrition, when the body lacks essential minerals and vitamins. These deficiencies can lead to severe mental or
physical impairment, life-threatening anemia, lowered
productivity, blindness and a weakened immune system.

HIV/AIDS facts
 6,000 children are orphaned by AIDS every day. That is

1 newly orphaned child every 14 seconds.
 The number of the entire child population of California,

Oregon, and Washington = the 12,000,000 HIV/AIDS
orphans living in Sub-Saharan African.
 Given the current number of individuals infected with
HIV or AIDS, the number of children orphaned by
AIDS will continue to rise for at least a decade.
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 Who’s caring for these kids? Less than 10% of children

orphaned and made vulnerable by AIDS are receiving
some kind of public support. Rice Bowls & YOU, making an impact!
Information pulled from the UNICEF and The Children on the
Brink Report

Good things are happening!
Thanks to the generosity of a lot of great people, Rice
Bowls is able to partner with 58 faith-based children's
homes in 9 countries to provide 100% of the food for the
children in their care.
To find more information on Rice Bowls, go to
www.ricebowl.org.

Summer Camps
It is that time again, time to start thinking about Summer
Camps. Just a few things to let you know; on the bulletin
board you will find information on Eagle Ridge summer
day camp being held at New McKendree in Jackson, MO,
for the 3rd consecutive year. Please note, there is an early
bird discount for those registering by Feb 28, 2018** for
ages for students attending are 6 years through 12 years of
age. (The child must be 6 years old by July 9th). If you
plan to attend an Eagle Lake camp, use the scholarship
code ZN150.
Remember that the United Methodist Church also supports 2-3 day camps as well as week-long camps. Camps
like Quest, God's Girls on the Go, and many more. Once
again however, restructuring has taken place, so many
names have been changed, but the same love and fun is
wrapped into each one of them. To check them out, log on
to nextgenumc.org and click on the camp tab at the top of
the page.
It is part of Grow's job to make sure that everyone who
attends Zion, is getting the encouragement and the opportunities they need to develop a deeper relationship with
Christ. So, during our last Administrative Council meeting, on behalf of the Grow Committee and as Children's
Coordinator I opened the discussion with the belief that
all children/students regularly attending Zion and wishing to attend a Christian camp should benefit from the
backing of the church, by the church helping to sponsor
that child/student. Therefore, it has been approved that
$160.00 will be sent to the Christian camp of the attendee’s
choice to help with funding each camper's experience as
they continue developing their relationship with
Christ. This means that any camp promoting a deeper relationship with Christ is eligible for you to choose.
I am still working out the details, however until an official
scholarship form has been created, please contact Martha
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Nothdurft at Zion's church office by email
at zionumc@showme.net or drop a note in Martha's mail
box in the office, stating which camp and the date(s) that
camp is held, that the student will be attending. In this
way a file can be created where all information and correspondence for camps at zionumc@showme.net or drop a
note in Martha's mail box in the office, stating which
camp and the date(s) that camp is held, that the student
will be attending. In this way a file can be created where
all information and correspondence for camps will be
kept.
Again, please no phone calls, only written requests
should go to the office. Should you have any questions
about camps please contact me, Opal Shanks, Children's
Coordinator at shanksopal@gmail.com or my mobile
number 573-382-1723.
In addition, if you are reading this and feel the desire to
contribute to the camp fund, please put donations along
with your weekly offering, indicating where those funds
should be directed, by writing camps on the intersecting
line.
I will keep you posted for further developments!
Note: **Early Bird discounts apply to most camps, not
just Eagle Lake
Happy Camping and Thanks for Reading!
Opal Shanks Children's Coordinator

Not what you have, but what you see; Not what you see, but
what you choose; Not what seems fair, but what is true; Not
what you dream, but what you do; Not what you take, but
what you give; Not as you pray, but as you live. These are
the things that mar or bless The sum of human happiness.
Unknown Source
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Michael Matthews

12

Aubrey Neumeyer
Janet Roberts
Cindy Rodgers
Mary Gray

19

Bill & Judy Sneathen
Roger Neumeyer

11

Matthew Stroder
Bo Burns

18
27
Madelyn Hamilton
Chip Sepulvado
Jeff & Barbie Stroder

26

Lucas Shanks

John Niswonger

20

13

6

Tuesday

25

Ronald Abernathy
Wayne Deneke

President’s Day

5

Monday

4

Sunday

28

Kaylie Cook

21

St. Valentine’s Day
Ash Wednesday
Christine Overbeck
Brenda Neumeyer
Ellie Dawson

14

7

Wednesday

Pat Ryan
Jean Thoma

22

15

Ellie Foote

23

Rich Thomas
Jane Windisch

16

Olivia Wendel

9

Pastor Joel

Landon Hurst

8

2

Friday

1

Thursday

24

17

10

3

Saturday
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SE Mission Team Fundraisers
Each year the Southeast Missouri District Mission Team
goes to the Henderson Settlement in Frakes, Kentucky. Please support the team with the following fundraisers. Any funds raised are used to pay for materials
for the projects at Henderson Settlement. For more information please contact Anita or Jeff Hahs at 573-2750749.
Tuesday, February 13, 2018: 10% Tuesday at El Sol's
(Mexican Restaurant on Broadway across from the University in Cape). Again, anyone eating there that day
will have to mention the SE District Mission Team to get
10% of their meal cost donated to the Mission Team for
our projects this year at Henderson Settlement!
Tuesday, March 13, 2018:
11 am - closing
at Gordonville Grill in Gordonville MO, 829 State Hwy
Z. 10% Tuesday has been approved for the SE District
Mission Team! We will have a Mission Team Meeting
that evening at 6:30 pm at Gordonville Grill about this
year's trip and project. Please plan to attend!!!

3652 State Highway Z
Gordonville, MO 63701
Sunday School: 9:15 Worship: 8:00 & 10:30

Contact Us:
Phone 573-243-8025
Pastor Joel’s cell 573-225-6042
Church email: zionumc@showme.net

Fax 573-243-4190
Web site: www.ziongordonville.com
Pastor Joel’s email: cydwel@icloud.com

Become a “Friend” of Zion:
Zion United Methodist Church (Gordonville)
This is a great way to keep up with what’s going on at Zion.

