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Making New Year’s resolutions? Need some ideas? The Zion UMC Church
Council suggests making volunteering to help with church events one of
your resolutions for 2018!

Our Mission is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
Our Vision is to be a vibrant
community of passionate
believers who, in the love of
Christ, will commit to know the
needs of the communities around
us in order to:
CONNECT people with God,
GROW people in their faith, &
SERVE people’s needs.

Zion’s Staff
All Members, Ministers
Laura Nothdurft,
Youth Director
Opal Shanks,
Children's Coordinator
Martha Nothdurft,
Administrative Assistant
Jamie Sepulvado
Director of Music Ministries
Brenda Neumeyer, Choir
Accompanist & Organist
Ken Phelps, Custodian
Joel Kidwell, Pastor

Zion has developed a reputation for being a welcoming community by
providing meals for members and visitors alike and for hosting events for all
generations to enjoy. Many of these events have happened flawlessly for so
many years that many of us have begun to take them for granted. As a baseline, Zion’s primary responsibility is to hold a worship service every Sunday. Everything else is extra, and it is hard work to keep up those extras. To
accomplish “extra” we have to commit as a congregation to help coordinate,
promote, and staff events. Things like Fall Festival, Thanksgiving Dinner,
coordinating Lenten Meals, and Cup of Fellowship are all extras that we
need everyone’s help with (and that’s not even the full list of events Zion
hosts!). Various extras that have become an integral part of Zion’s fellowship
will sadly not happen in 2018 without volunteers (like you!) stepping forward and pitching in.
As we look to the New Year ahead, we see many opportunities for every one
(of all ages and skill levels) to volunteer. There are still unfilled committee
openings most notably that of Connect Committee Chair. For years, Jane
Shinn has done remarkable work as our Connect chair and she has taken her
much deserved retirement from that role. Jane leaves big shoes to fill. The
church council would like to see the responsibilities of Connect chair be split
out amongst the congregation so that everyone can play a role in the success
of our events and the fellowship of our members and surrounding community.
How do I get involved? Thanks for asking! If you’d like to get involved with
any of the above events or any others that I haven’t listed or if you’d like to
serve on a committee, talk to myself, Chip, or Pastor Joel and we will joyfully “plug you in” to your chosen opportunity.
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I pray that the Lord will guide His chosen children
to fill the roles that He needs us to fill to make
2018 Zion’s best year yet.
"This is my command - be strong and courageous! Do
not be afraid or discouraged. For the Lord your God is
with you wherever you go." - Joshua 1:9
Much Love and Many Blessings,

Bailey Gross
Zion UMC Church Council Chairperson
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The New Year is
upon us. 2,018 years, more
or less, since the Birth of
Christ, Zion will complete
it’s 171st year as a chartered
congregation within the
Methodist Movement. We
will celebrate births and
baptisms, we will probably say goodbye to some who
will die in the Lord, and we will do our best to fulfill
our Mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world. Our baseline activity of
Sunday Morning Worship will continue to be the center
of our shared life together – and at the center of that
will be Jesus Christ. In other words, there is before us a
dialectic mixture of the familiar and new, all focused
around our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Our goal will
be to make 2018 truly the “Year of our Lord” and making Him known in all Zion says, shares, and does as an
embassy of the Kingdom of God.
But all of that lofty stuff starts with you and me
as the unique individuals we are in the particular circumstances life finds us. As we traverse the familiar
ground of transitioning into a new year, we’re prone to
take stock of how life is going, where we are headed,
and what needs to change. That’s the fertile ground in
which well-intentioned “New Year’s Resolutions” are
planted. Here’s a serious, spirit, soul and body resolution for us to consider: As Christians, our intentional
renewal of our commitment to God, in recognition of
God’s selfless commitment to us in Christ, is the key
starting point for every New Year. That’s why our Tradition gives us the “Covenant Prayer,” a prayer that is
very appropriate for the New Year and begs the questions: Who am I? Whose am I?
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For the Christian, the answers should primarily
be: I am a disciple of Jesus Christ, and I belong to God.
Being immersed in a culture that celebrates those who,
in the spirit of Sinatra, live life “My Way,” following
Jesus, Who calls us to live life “His Way,” doesn’t fit,
does it? Jesus’ Way is an “easy yoke” and a “light burden” of love, self-sacrifice, and choosing daily the path
God has set for us. Every day is an opportunity to die
to self and to rise with Christ. It seems like “My Way”
has to go, doesn’t it?
But when we turn and follow Jesus, we don’t
trade ourselves in. In God’s Grace, the deeper we go in
discipleship, the more we become the unique individuals that God has made us. God won’t employ us any
other way. As we willingly surrender to God all of our
talents, tastes, senses of humor, passions, professions
and hobbies, the Spirit focuses the Light of Jesus
through our uniqueness. Isn’t that great? So like most
notions of how Grace works, the more that we’re God’s
completely, we’re more ourselves completely, too – all
together and at the same time. THAT is an integrated
life that’s worth surrendering-to, because anything else
is an empty pursuit.
So I hope you’ll join me in praying the
“Covenant Prayer” at some point close to the turning of
the calendar (it’s #607 in our Hymnal), and rededicate
yourself to living life God’s way in your own unique
way so that you may be found to be a faithful disciple
of Jesus Christ. And then I hope that you’ll willingly
live out your discipleship through Zion so that, together, we can be the Church God is calling us to be. Happy
New Year!

Beth Moore Bible Study
A Bible study of “David—
Seeking a Heart like His” by Beth
Moore will begin on Sunday evenings, January 7 through March
11 from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in the New
Hope Sunday School classroom Participant books
can be purchased at Lifeway Bookstore in Cape.
For further information contact Donna Taake at
270-0465.
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January Communion Rail Offering
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spoons and pancake turners and 4 roll packages of
bathroom tissue.

The recipient of the January rail offering will be
the Amen Center, a faith-based transitional shelter
designed to help homeless people help themselves.
The Amen Center is located in Delta, MO and helps
their clients by providing a safe, Christian environment where they have food for nourishment and
clothes to keep them warm. In addition to these
basic needs, the Amen Center provides self-help programs, counseling services, church services with
Sunday school, and help with job placement. Please
considering giving.

Shirley Hollowell stated that 55 residents are calling
the Amen Center home for now.
If among you, one of your brothers should become poor,
in any of your towns within your land that the Lord your
God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart or
shut your hand against your poor brother, but you shall
open your hand to him and lend him sufficient for his
need, whatever it may be.
Deuteronomy 15: 7-8

Mary Gray, Serve Committee

Electronic Newsletter
For anyone who would rather receive an electronic
newsletter rather than a hard copy, please send your
email address to the church at
zionumc@showme.net.

Fellowship Fun Night
Come join us for a Fun and Fellowship
night! Bring a game and a snack to share
to the Disciple Center on Friday, January
26, 2018, at 7:00 p.m. We’ll also be trying
out the food that we’ll be packing for the Kids
Against Hunger project.

Fresh Start Basket Ministry

United Methodist Women

Thank you for your generosity. Your giving to this
ministry is truly appreciated by the two agencies
Zion supports.

The United Methodist Women will
meet on January 8, 2018, at 7:00 P.M.
for our annual Call to Action led by
Barb Meinke. This year’s program
materials are centered on Sacred
Spaces: Encounters with God and Neighbor. We
will look at the interactions that took place between
God and humans, as well as learning something

Currently, we have plenty of bibles, dish towels
and cloths, skillets, and hand soap inventoried.
Needed are four piece settings of plates, mugs,
glasses and soup/cereal bowls, silverware, cooking
pots with lids, can openers, paring knives, large
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about ourselves as we discover God’s purposes for
our lives. Our program this month is entitled “The
Sacred Space of Call”. It will look at how Moses,
Gideon, Esther and Dorcas/Tabitha were called to
serve God. Through their decisions we will look at
where and how God might call us to serve.

Dinner for Six
Dinner for Six Season 4 starts January 2018 with a
pot luck dinner at the Hanusa's (date to be determined). There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for the January through May dinners or
you can email Rolf at rolf.hanusa@gmail.com

Why go to Church?
A Church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a
newspaper and complained that it made ‘no sense’
to go to church every Sunday.
He wrote: "I've gone for 30 years now, and in
that time I have heard something like 3,000 sermons, but for the life of me, I can't remember a single one of them. So, I think I'm wasting my time,
the preachers and priests are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all."
This started a real controversy in the "Letters to
the Editor" column
Much to the ‘delight’ of the editor, it went on for
weeks until someone wrote this clincher:
"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time
my wife has cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the
life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of those meals. ”
”But I do know this: They all nourished me
and gave me the strength I needed to do my
work. If my wife had not given me these
meals, I would be physically dead today”.
”Likewise, if I had not gone to church for
nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!"
When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP
to something!
Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible & receives the impossible!
Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment!
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IF YOU CANNOT SEE GOD IN ‘ALL’, YOU
CANNOT SEE GOD AT ALL !
B. I. B L. E. simply means: Basic Instructions Before Leaving Earth!

Kids Against Hunger
Our food packing event is scheduled for
February 10 in the Fellowship Hall of the Disciple Center. During the month of December,
we have collected $2,382.56 to help fund our
project. We have committed to a minimum of
10,000 meals, and the cost of a meal is $.25.
We will need 50-60 volunteers the day of the
event to make sure that the project goes
smoothly.
The mission of Kids Against Hunger is to
significantly reduce the number of hungry
children in the United States and to feed
starving children throughout the world.
Please help us make a difference in the life of
a child.
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3652 State Highway Z
Gordonville, MO 63701
Sunday School: 9:15 Worship: 8:00 & 10:30

Contact Us:
Phone 573-243-8025
Pastor Joel’s cell 573-225-6042
Church email: zionumc@showme.net

Fax 573-243-4190
Web site: www.ziongordonville.com
Pastor Joel’s email: cydwel@icloud.com

Become a “Friend” of Zion:
Zion United Methodist Church (Gordonville)
This is a great way to keep up with what’s going on at Zion.

