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Our Mission is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
Our Vision is to be a vibrant
community of passionate
believers who, in the love of
Christ, will commit to know the
needs of the communities around
us in order to:
CONNECT people with God,
GROW people in their faith, &
SERVE people’s needs.

Zion’s Staff
All Members, Ministers
Laura Nothdurft,
Youth Director
Opal Shanks,
Children's Coordinator
Martha Nothdurft,
Administrative Assistant
Jamie Sepulvado
Director of Music Ministries
Brenda Neumeyer, Choir
Accompanist & Organist
Ken Phelps, Custodian
Joel Kidwell, Pastor
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At 3:00 a.m. on Monday, November 13, 2017, I left our Hill and headed to Lambert
St. Louis International Airport. I was to be in Baltimore, Maryland by midday to participate
in the Lewis Center Community Leadership Fellows gathering at the Maritime Conference
Center just south of Baltimore City.
“Baltimore City” is like Missouri’s own City of St. Louis - an independent city not
in a county with a history of racial and class division - only in Baltimore, amplified.
My assigned readings painted a picture of official redlining that carved up the city
for generations which has resulted in stagnation of progress to heal and move on. Despite
racial and class distinctions being largely gone, provincial “My neighborhood over your
neighborhood!” attitudes prevail, and are crippling Baltimore’s progress and healing.
One by one the other “Fellows” arrived in our conference room at the Maritime
Center, and because of confusion over the start
time, it turned out that we were early. Even so,
we greeted one another and learned where we
were from: New York, Delaware, Louisiana,
North Carolina, New Jersey, Tennessee, Pennsylvania, Texas and Missouri. Rev. Trista
Soendker-Nicholson, another Missouri Conference pastor in the program and I took the opportunity to hike to the close-ish Wendy’s for
lunch. Thinking the program might start at 2,
we hurried back, only to find all of the participants there, but no one from the Seminary!
So group-building conversation continued until 3:00, when the program “really” began.
Our first guest that afternoon was the Rev. Dr. C. Anthony Hunt, a pastor in the
Baltimore area and a professor at Wesley Seminary in Washington, DC. He lectured on Baltimore’s history and current condition, his point being that Baltimore failed to reach its potential because of its division. His charge to us pastors was for us to devise a theological reference what the church is by asking, “How do we close the relevance gap between who we
are as the church in our community and what we could be”? He advocated the concepts
of engagement and partnership with our communities, and for us to do the work in coalition
and questions ready so that we find a way to speak our truth, because the pastoral office is a
moral and public office. It was a moving way to start the conference.
The next day was one of the more intense days I’ve had in
a while. We traveled to the “Sandtown" neighborhood in the heart
of the high crime area of Baltimore where the riots broke out after
the death of Freddy Gray in 2015. Our base there was Ames Memorial United Methodist Church, which is in the heart of that context.
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Pastor Rodney Hudson warmly
welcomed us despite having been up
since 3:00 a.m. with an urgent hospital
call. He still had his after-hours visitor
sticker on his denim motor cycle jacket.
As he spoke of his tireless and extensive
work as a United Methodist Pastor in
that area, I thought, “And just what am I
doing back home?!?” He spoke warmly
and deeply about his congregation
which includes recovering addicts, prostitutes, active drunks and drug dealers - all relationships he’s
cultivated in his belief that, “Ministry is mostly about the
relationships you form by just being present.”
Pastor Rodney told us how the person who was helping him set up was a recovering addict who was just happy to
be asked to welcome us pastors. He also told us how, after the
2015 riots, his Annual Conference was interested in making a
difference, and that they were partnering with him to replace
the church building with senior apartments, and then, across
the street in a presently vacant lot, to build a community center, charter school and worship center called “Resurrection
Sandtown.”
I pray it really happens.
After hearing from Pastor Rodney, we toured the
neighborhood. This was not
a stroll down main street in
Cape, or High Street in
Jackson. We met Ames
Members who were on the
corners, and we walked
literally through drug deals
happening. One corner boss
stopped us, agitatedly inquiring who we were and
why we were there. Pastor
Rodney de-escalated the situation, but it sure was tense! A
few minutes later, we had people setting off toward us in a
rapid pace, and a “guide” we picked up along the way,
“Spank,” had to ward them off assuring them that we were
with him - and “okay.”
By the time we got back to Ames UMC, we all realized what we had been through. Rodney reminded us that our mission was
just that - OUR - mission, and that
we all need to see, hear and “read”
where we’re at - and to believe in our
laity and train them up to own our
church’s mission - just like he was
doing in such rough circumstances.
Our lunch guest at Ames
was the Rev. Dr. Helen Holton, an
African Methodist Episcopal clergyperson who had just stepped down
from a 22 year stint as a city councilperson for Baltimore City.
She was a polished politician.
She asked us, “What does it mean to be a leader and follow
the way of Jesus?” But the more she spoke about her time in
government, I wanted to ask her, “How is it that African
American politicians could be in charge of Baltimore for a
generation, and yet there was no true change to their people’s plight?” I say I wanted to ask that - but I didn’t. As a
white man from Missouri, in a group of pastors that included
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women and African Americans,
I thought it wasn’t my place.
BUT - as I found out the next
morning, my urgent, unspoken
question was exactly the point
that our two Wesley Seminary
professors - both AfricanAmerican men - wanted us to
see: The disconnection from
what should be and what is.
Which made our next speaker all the more remarkable. We traveled by bus to Pleasant Hope Baptist Church and
met the Rev. Dr. Heber Brown. Pleasant Hope is a church
that’s about Zion’s size, but get this: They have a “Freedom
School” where they teach 35-50 kids per session life skills
like sewing, gardening, handyman work, bookkeeping, interpersonal skills and more. That’s not all. One day, Pastor
Brown was feeling dejected about the food situation in Baltimore where, like St. Louis and Kansas City there are “food
deserts” where the local population don’t have access to nutritious food, particularly fresh fruit and vegetables. He said
that in that state, as he was crossing the street, the Lord said
to him, “Look to your right,” and there was the empty lot
where the church had planned to expand one day. It was then
he had the vision for the Black Church Food Security Network, based on his r evelation that the chur ch has the most
available real estate in the African-American community.
And so using the knowledge of its senior members and their
connections in the Baltimore area, Pleasant Hope began to do
what it could to feed the people of their community well, and
to teach them to grow their own food.
From that little garden plot, a growing network now
spans from New Jersey down to North Carolina, and it is already having an impact on people’s health and well-being of
body, mind and spirit. Just a month ago - the entire episcopal
area of the African Methodist Episcopal Church for the East
Coast added their 100% support - that’s 350 churches - to the
network. All from one Pastor and congregation having a vision, and applying themselves to being a systematic solution
to a systematic problem.
There’s more. But for now, I’ll leave you with Pastor Brown’s question to us that I pass on to you. He asked,
“What are the gifts in the church that traditional avenues
do not provide the path to shine? To be used? Because
God has gathered us together for a reason - for a purpose:
For God’s Purpose.”
How do you think this all applies to Zion? I know
I’m working on that, and I invite your questions about my
time in Baltimore and toward what God is calling Zion to
become.
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2017 is rapidly drawing to a close and we pray for God's
Blessings in the coming year.

If I had My Druthers.
Using the word "Druther" instead of rather seems to come natural here in our part of the country so the following is "My LIST
OF DRUTHERS".
1.

I would druther see all the awful killings of innocent people
come to an end.
2. I would druther see 2018 as a year that Zion does not lose
any members in any way.
3. I would druther see people attend church more regularly as
their parents and grandparents did.
4. I would druther see less suffering and dying among people
who are still young.
5. I would druther see more wisdom and cooperation among
our nation's leaders.
6. I would druther see a world where American Soldiers
would not die on foreign soil.
7. I would druther see Christianity accepted by all religions,
including Islam.
8. I would druther see every grave in every cemetery have a
stone because we should not be forgotten.
9. I would druther see a better understanding between all
Americans of any color or nationality.
10. I would druther see more reading of history and find the
true answer instead of listening to those who are radically
wrong and incite trouble.
We strive to be good people, knowing we are yet a sinful people. But how can we do good unless we work at it; and how can
we work at it if we if we do not attend and worship? Life gets
more complicated everyday but we have only ourselves to
blame. We want more and in order to obtain it, we sometimes
forget our purpose in life. Are we ASSETS FOR GOD or LIABILITIES?
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will be providing all of the materials and equipment/
supplies, as well as well as instruction and oversite at the
event.
We will be responsible for the covering the cost of the food
which is $.25 per meal and we have to commit to a minimum of 10,000 meals. However, our goal is to raise as
much money as possible, so we can provide as many meals
as possible.
We will need approximately 50-60 volunteers the day of the
event.
Unlike a Feed My Starving Children event, we have control of
where the food we pack will go, including the SEMO Foodbank. We will wait until closer to the event to decide where
the food will go in case there are any needs that come up
between now and then.
Anyone of any age, who is able to take direction, can help.
There will be jobs suitable for all different ages and ability
levels.
There will be more details to follow and we will be playing
short videos about Kids Against Hunger during our December
services. The Serve Committee asks that you prayerfully consider supporting this ministry financially as well as with your
time at the event.
Kevin Denton
Serve Committee Chair

Packing Flood Buckets

The Serve Committee has announced a Flood Bucket packing event for Saturday, December 9. We will be working with
New McKendree to pack 500 flood buckets, and we have a maximum of 20 spots to fill. The event will be at the old Wetterau
warehouse in Scott City. Our shift will be from 9-10:30; please
prayerfully consider your time and sign up in the Disciple Center lobby if this is something with which you are able to help.

Thanks for reading and Happy Holidays.
Gene King
Zion Historian

Birthday Gift for Jesus
This year’s Birthday Gift for Jesus will be used to fund a
Kids Against Hunger food packing event at Zion. If you
have ever helped with a Feed My Starving Children food packing event, this event will be very similar.
Below are some of the details
of our event:
The event is scheduled for
Saturday, February 10th
(with a backup date of
the February 17th in case
of bad weather) and will
be held in our Fellowship Hall.
We will be partnering with
Kids Against Hunger –
Southeast Missouri who

Angel Corps
Would you like to be an “angel” here and now on earth? You
can, very easily. When the Amen Center has an urgent need for
supplies to operate the facility, then we want to be there to help
Shirley and Danny continue their good work.
If you have a heart for God’s work there, then please be a part
of the Angel Corps. How do you do that? Simply e-mail
Aldeane at aldeane12@gmail.com and tell her you want to be
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informed when there is a need. If you do not have a computer,
then give her your phone number.
I talk to Shirley every 4 to 6 weeks. Recently she told me
they were in need of laundry detergents. We were able to
come up with 24 bottles and sent them down by two of our
faithful. Since the brand did not matter to Shirley, we recommended getting them at Dollar Tree (DT) where the cost was
$1 each. We asked for two, no more than three from each person. We will try to keep the cost in that range. I would think
that most all needs can come from the DT.
Please feel free to talk to me about this.
Aldeane Norton
(Repeat of Aldeane’s article from last month)

UMW Christmas Party
The UMW will meet Monday, December
4, at 6:30 p.m. with a carry-in dinner. Rev.
Karen Nothdurft will present the program
on “The Manger Scene.” We will have a free will offering. If
you need child care, please contact Brenda Neumeyer at 9794243 or Martha Berry at 334-8185. Please remember to invite
a guest. All the ladies of the church are invited to attend any of
our meetings.

Beth Moore Bible Study

FRESH START BASKET MINISTRY
What is a Fresh Start Basket? A Fresh Start Basket is a laundry basket filled with household kitchen supplies or cleaning
supplies giving someone a new start on living. Imagine being
an adult, maybe with young children, having to start completely over in establishing a home for yourself.
These baskets are given to those transitioning from the Amen
Center after a period of being homeless or from Safe House
after fleeing from an abusive home life. Either way, one has
very little to begin again.
You ask, how can I help? When out shopping for your family
buy extra cleaning supplies such as laundry detergent, dish
detergent, window cleaner, bathroom cleaner, trash bags,
bleach, sponges, and cleaning cloths for the Safe House baskets.
Needed for the Amen Baskets are four place settings of silverware, four plates, four mugs, four glasses, four soup/cereal
bowls. Also, needed are bath towels, four roll package of bathroom tissue, and rectangular laundry baskets 1.5 size
Place items on donation table lower level Disciple Center.
These baskets not only give tangible help, they are a symbol of
hope to the recipients. Why do we do this? Not because we
can but because Christ doesn't give those who call themselves
Christian an option in the matter.
But whoever has the world's goods, and beholds his brother in
need and closes his heart against him, how does the love of
God abide in him? (NAS, 1 John 3:17)
A Holy Bible proclaiming the good news is for them is put in
each basket.
If you would like to write love notes giving the recipients encouragement and hope, do so. Place on donation table and
your notes will be put in the baskets.
Baskets will be assembled, prayed over, and delivered again
around mid-December.
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0465.

A Bible Study of “David—
Seeking a Heart Like His” by Beth
Moore will begin on Sunday evenings,
January 7 through March 11 in the New
Hope Sunday School classroom. Participant books can by purchased at Lifeway
Bookstore in Cape.
For further information contact Donna Taake at 270-

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS FOR SALE!
Zion’s worship committee is offering poinsettias for this
year’s Christmas season. They will be used to decorate our
church for the holiday. The cost of each poinsettia (with foil
pot cover) is $9.50. Please turn in to Janet Brase or
Ellie Foote. The deadline for purchasing is Sunday,
December 3. The poinsettias will be ready for you
to take home after our program on Christmas night.

2017 Trustee Update
The Trustees have had a busy year keeping up the building
and grounds on Zion Hill. Early in the year, we had the sanctuary carpet cleaned. Some of the more noticeable projects
included installing an AED defibrillator, having a storage
cabinet built for the Worship committee in the sanctuary, installing a new electronic lock for God’s Workshop, and installing new LED lights in the sanctuary. Landscaping involved building a wall around the north flower bed of the
Disciple Center and removing some trees in front of Church.
In April we had our yearly work day, which was well attended with many volunteers from the congregation. We had help
with trash pickup, power washing the concrete, cleaning the
sanctuary, additional landscaping, cleaning closets in the Disciple Center, and cleaning air conditioner areas and windows
wells of God’s Workshop.
We review and update our insurance annually to make sure
that the Church is financially protected. Additionally, we
make repairs and check maintenance as needed.
Many thanks to the David Dyer family for an excellent job
of keeping our church grounds and cemetery looking fabulous
this year.
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Church Tour
1-4 p.m.

Ron & Vallerie Abernathy

26

Dennis Woeltje

Church Council
7 p.m.
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Lauren Kranawetter
Elizabeth Biri

Carlton Thoma

27

20

Julie Gurley
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Blood Drive

6

Wednesday
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5

Tuesday

Amanda Baldwin

UMW 6:30 p.m.

4
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Easton Thoma

3
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Winter Begins

Lisa Showmaker
Eve Nothdurft
Tonya Wendel
Eric Wright
Kimberlie & Dustin
Nothdurft

28

Jonny Deneke
Milton & JoAnn Kasten

21

Milton Kasten

14

7

Thursday
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23
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Rom & Aldeane Norton
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Church Christmas Tour 2017
Zion will again this year be participating in the church
tour on December 9 & 10. If you would like to help by
being a host or providing music for the tour, please contact Donna Taake at 270-0465.

Sun
Mon Tues Wed Thurs
Nov 26 Nov 27 Nov 28 Nov 29 Nov 30
3
4
5
6
7
10
11
12
13
14
17
18
19
20
21
No school Dec 20-Jan 2
24
25 Christmas
Wednesday Dec 6

Saturday

Dec 9

Wednesday Dec 13

Saturday
Sunday

Trustee Request
The Trustees respectfully request that anyone using any of
Zion’s facilities leave the building in clean condition. If you use
it, put it away. Sweep the floor before you leave and put away
any tables or chairs that you get out. Whether it’s simply Cup of
Fellowship or a wedding for 300, if you set up please clean up.
For those using the Disciple Center kitchen, there is a map
showing where utensils should be returned after being washed.
Please take home all washcloths to be cleaned and returned to the
kitchen.
Thank you.

Dec 16
Dec 17

Wednesday Dec 20

Saturday

Worship
8:00 10:30

Total

5

61

93

154

12

51

100

19

51

26

50

Sat
2
9
16
23

6:30
6:45
7:00

As a Baby Jesus Came
Jesus is the Reason
Fumbly Bumbly Angels

5:30
5:45
6:00

As a Baby Jesus Came
Jesus is the Reason
Fumbly Bumbly Angels

6:30
6:45
6:00

As a Baby Jesus Came
Jesus is the Reason
Fumbly Bumbly Angels

8:00
am
5:30
5:45
6:00

Stage Setup
As a Baby Jesus Came
Jesus is the Reason
Fumbly Bumbly Angels

6:30
6:45
7:00
7:30

Welcome
As a Baby Jesus Came
Jesus is the Reason
Fumbly Bumbly Angels

Dec 23

Our Presence
Date

Fri
1
8
15
22

If needed

Our Gifts

# Reached Sunday
October
School
198

Budget

Trustees

Sunday
School

101

$6,198.00

$1,115.00

$174.64

151

89

$2,453.51

$110.00

$447.00

110

161

71

$9,023.41

$260.00

$84.00

101

161

96

$2,367.65

395.00

$105.65

Building
Fund

$250.00
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UMW Candle Burning - 2017

Total $1567.31

Giver Name

In Memory Of

Glenn & Susan Nothdurft

Marguerite & Sylvester Nothdurft
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Jane and Odell Wrather
Pam & Stan Johnson

Weldon Macke

Bonnie Macke

Dorothy & Jack Johnson
The Meinke Family

Ed Meinke

Marty & Opal Shanks

Shirley Shanks

Roscoe Shanks

Pat & Glenn Neumeyer

Butch & Nora Neumeyer

Adisynne Neumeyer

Wilbur & Stella Willer

McKynlee Neumeyer
Colton Neumeyer
Aubrey Neumeyer

Judy Riehn

Eugene Moore

Gary Moore

Erma Moore
James Moore
Jeff Moore
Martha Denson
Mary Kasten
Hobert "Gabby" Riehn
Gerry & Jane Shinn

Jim and Bernice Hartmann

Bonnie Macke

Weldon Macke

Robert & Janet Brase

Harvey & Luella Brase

Cheryl & Mike Crouch

Robert Wendel

Grandchildren

Tom and Donna Gross

Hubert & Delores Kopp

Gabriel, Mary & Amaryllis Gross

Edward & Marjorie Gross

Andrew, Bailey and Eli Gross

Nita Brazel

Dick Brazel
Jamie Cook

Ronald & Shirlene Deneke

Robert Lee Wendel

Martha & Kim Nothdurft

Robert Wendel

Brenda Neumeyer

Butch & Nora Neumeyer

Bill & Joyce Johnson

Our Parents

Charles Earl & Maxine Friedrich

Robert Wendel

Ethan, Lillian and Logan
Our children and friends
Lane, Ty & Kierstin Bollinger
Kole Nothdurft
Nieces and Nephews

James Sanderson
Anne Beard
Carol Morris Whitler
Ruby Cook
Pat Jett Family

Pat Jett

Milton and JoAnn Kasten

Oscar and Ella Kasten
Arlus and Mabel Seabaugh

Dixie Moore and family

James Franklin Moore
Jeffrey James Moore

Andy and Angela Meyer
Mark, Tonya, Lillian and Logan Wendel

Alex, Ashlee and Adam Meyer
Roy and Melba Deneke

Dean and Judy Wendel

Chester and Lillian Kinder

Ronald and Shirlene Deneke

Flora Wendel
Joe and Irene Volkerding
Ruth Volkerding
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UMW Candle Burning - 2017

Total $1567.31

Giver Name

In Memory Of

James and Debbie Deneke

Melba Deneke

Sharon Wendel and family

Robert Wendel

Howard and Christine Overbeck

Roger Overbeck

Lea Davis

All my loved ones who have gone
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on to glory
Karen and Shannon McCullough
Wayne and Faye Deneke

Our friends and families
Albert and Ruby Deneke

Madalyn, Cooper, Campbell and Dylan

Chester and A. Lillian Kinder
Salli and Jeremy Bollinger

Uncle Robert

Sheryl R Smith

Rose Hawk Love

Mark and Donna Taake

Marguerite Nothdurft

Jerry and Sue Marshall

Parents

Gerald and Donna Hitt

Emma and Wesley Hitt

Betty Myres

Rita and Gene Hitt
Keith Hitt
Jacob Myres
Zion UMW

Robert Wendel

Rev. Joel Kidwell & Family

Carol Morris Whitler
Anne Beard

3652 State Highway Z
Gordonville, MO 63701
Sunday School: 9:15 Worship: 8:00 & 10:30

Contact Us:
Phone 573-243-8025
Pastor Joel’s cell 573-225-6042
Church email: zionumc@showme.net

Fax 573-243-4190
Web site: www.ziongordonville.com
Pastor Joel’s email: cydwel@icloud.com

Become a “Friend” of Zion:
Zion United Methodist Church (Gordonville)
This is a great way to keep up with what’s going on at Zion.

