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Our Mission is to make disciples
of Jesus Christ for the
transformation of the world.
Our Vision is to be a vibrant
community of passionate
believers who, in the love of
Christ, will commit to know the
needs of the communities around
us in order to:
CONNECT people with God,
GROW people in their faith, &
SERVE people’s needs.
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“Make sure no one repays a wrong with a
wrong, but always pursue the good for each
other and everyone else. Rejoice always.
Pray continually. Give thanks in every situation because this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus.” – 1st Thessalonians 5:15-18
Hobby Lobby, who never really sets Christmas aside, will soon pivot 100% to Christmas.
The amber, orange and brown decorations in
their display right inside their door will soon
be all red and green all the time.
I love Christmas, and for some reason, I am more excited about Advent &
Christmas in 2017 than I’ve been in recent memory. But rather than fly right
there, I hope we can all take a slow, scenic road through November toward
Thanksgiving Day. Practically, I hope you’ll attend Thanksgiving Eve worship at Zion at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 22, 2017. Also
“practically,” I hope you’ll live out God’s Will for your life.
Wait a second… Who can know God’s Will?!? How many times do we say
to ourselves, or hear others say in frustration and overwhelmed by mystery,
“I just wish I could figure out God’s will for me!”
Take a moment to re-read the last sentence in the Bible passage above. It
comes from the fifth Chapter of the Book First Thessalonians, where the
Apostle Paul is wrapping up a letter that became the oldest surviving book
of the New Testament – even older than the four Gospels about Jesus. Paul
clearly writes that giving thanks is God’s will for us. Additionally, according to Webster’s, our thanks are our “kindly or grateful thoughts,” so that
“thanks” are like resources that you and I have on-hand to give to give to
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God and to others. And Saint Paul says that giving
our thanks like this must happen in every situation.
Like the abrupt change in Hobby Lobby, starting
on November 1, we’ll probably also see friends on
social media declaring “Days of Gratitude” leading up to Thanksgiving Day. I think that such
posts are a wonderful idea, and usually, they come
with encouragement to give thanks for positive
things. That’s mentally and spiritually healthy. So,
yes, every day, think, journal or post about somebody or something toward which you can give
from your well of thanks. And remember: You’ll
be doing God’s Will. Pretty cool, right?
But what about giving thanks in depression? What
about giving thanks in a season of grief? What
about giving thanks in a time of economic stress?
What about giving thanks in a time of great anxiety at work? Or strife in the family? Certainly, these
times come under the category of “every situation”
– and somehow, giving thanks in them, if we are
to believe Paul, is also God’s Will. But how can
that be?
I believe that when we tap into our gratitude by
way of giving thanks “in every situation,” it gives
God glory and gives us perspective to really see
what’s right in front of us:
A God Who, in the Spirit’s motherly care, graciously inhabits our life and cares for every bit
of it,
People who flow into our life who graciously love
us well, or people who God loves (often despite themselves) who, with God’s help, we
can graciously love, too; and,
Grace that flows our way every day – from the
way we’re treated during a customer service
call to the eternal kindness of God’s gift of
Himself in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.
Through our being aware of God, People and
Grace there’s ALWAYS somebody or something
toward which we can give our thanks, and thereby
inhabit God’s Will in every situation. And once we
let our thanks flow outside of ourselves like that,
we are flowing with the very essence of being born
anew (JOHN 3:1-8), which miraculously changes
everything, especially us, as we do what God wills
us to do.
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How marvelous, how wonderful it is to enjoy the
season of Thanksgiving!

In September, the
Cape County archives received a
1938 copy of the
Jackson
Homecomers
booklet.
In it were two pages of Cape Girardeau County
twins. One photo was of our own Ruth and Ruby
Neumeyer. They were sixteen at the time. Ruth
went on to marry Orville Deneke, and Ruby married Albert Deneke. Ruby and Albert’s son,
Wayne and his wife Faye, all have been and are
deeply involved in our church. Ruth and Orville’s
daughter Sarah is married to Steve Slinkard, and
they live in Farmington, MO. One of their sons
lives on Orville and Ruth’s farm west of the
church. Wayne and Faye live on Ruby and Albert’s farms south of the church.
Thanks for reading.
Lyle Johnston, Assistant Archivist
Cape Girardeau County Archives

Operation Christmas Child and
The Journey

O

peration Christmas Child is coming to the forefront. Your shoeboxes full of special items for boys
and girls who otherwise never
have the opportunity to know about the joys
of Christmas or the birth of Jesus are due the
first week of November. A celebration and
prayer ceremony will take place during our
Sunday morning service will take place the
following week. When bringing your shoe
boxes to church, please do not tape them shut.
Please secure the lid closed with a rubber
band.
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Our November Rail
Offering will go to
provide The Journey
to as many of the
children who receive
these shoeboxes as
possible and cover
any shipping costs
that were not included in the returned shoeboxes.
The Journey is a 12-lesson study beginning with the
birth of Jesus through the resurrection. The cost is $7
per child to receive The Journey lessons. In each village or town, the shoeboxes are delivered to there is
a pastor who will teach the lessons to the children
and is able to translate the information into the appropriate language. Please help make disciples by
sharing the word of the Lord.

THE STAR will be shown
at the Cape West 14 Cine
on November 10.
A
small but brave donkey
named Bo yearns for a
life beyond his daily
grind at the village mill.
One day, he finds the
courage to break free,
embarking on the adventure of his dreams. On
his journey, he teams up
with Ruth, a lovable
sheep who has lost her
flock, and Dave, a dove
who has lofty aspirations. Along with three camels
and some eccentric stable animals, Bo and his new
friends follow the Star and become accidental heroes
in the greatest story ever told -- the first Christmas.
Ornament Making with Mary
Gray will be November 19 in
classrooms during the Sunday
School hour. All children are
invited to join in the fun.
Some ornaments will be on
display on the Christmas tree

Page 3

in God’s Workshop. Additional ornaments that are
decorated by elementary students will be included
in the gifts for shut-ins’ Christmas boxes.

Support the Life Enhancing Work of the
United Methodist Women
Our United Methodist Women will hold their annual
Candle Burning Ceremony on Sunday, November 19
during both worship services. Your gift will support
national and international UMW missions. In 2017
that vital work cost $24.38 per minute. What you
contribute will determine how long our candle will
burn.

You may contribute in honor or in memory of someone, or you may simply feel led to contribute to the
UMW missions because it is a worthwhile endeavor.
Our deadline for receiving donations is November
12, 2017.
Thank you for supporting
the
United Methodist Women

Festival of Sharing
Zion had another successful year collecting for Festival of Sharing. This year we delivered 60 Readin’ &
Writin’ Packs, 30 Personal Hygiene Kits, and 2 Clean
Up Buckets in addition the September Rail Offering
was provided as a monetary donation. Thank you to
everyone who bought supplies for this event. Your
continued support is greatly appreciated. Special
thanks goes to the Children’s Sunday School Classes
for assembling the Readin’ & Writin’ Packs, to the
UMW for supplying and assembling the Personal
Hygiene Kits, and the Come Join Me class for supplying the materials for the Clean Up Buckets.
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The FALL
FESTIVAL
was
held
here at Zion on October 22. We
had many
visitors as
well as our
own Zion
children.
The kids, as well as the adults, had a lot of
fun. There were games, balloons, and refreshments that everyone enjoyed. Thank you to all
who came and participated in the fellowship.
The United Methodist Women
will meet
Monday, November 12, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. In the Disciple Center. Please remember to bring your World
Thank Offerings. Program Leader Cheryl Crouch
will have the Pledge Service.
Monday, December 4, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. , the UMW
will have their Carry-In Supper. Lauren Kranawetter
will have a program on Decorating Cookies following the Supper. Please remember to invite guests to
the meeting. Our meetings are open to anyone who
would enjoy spending an evening with us.

PLEASE COME AND JOIN US
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in this ministry by decorating the delivery boxes.
Any elementary student who would like to participate in this ministry should pick up a box at either of
the November 12th services. Children and their parents will be given suggestions on how to prepare
these boxes. Gift boxes need to be returned by the
December 3rd morning services so they can be packed
and delivered December 10th.

Angel Corps
Would you like to be an “angel” here and now on
earth? You can, very easily. When the Amen Center
has an urgent need for supplies to operate the facility,
then we want to be there to help Shirley and Danny
continue their good work.
If you have a heart for God’s work there, then please
be a part of the Angel Corps. How do you do that?
Simply e-mail Aldeane at aldeane12@gmail.com and
tell her you want to be informed when there is a
need. If you do not have a computer, then give her
your phone number.

I talk to Shirley every 4 to 6 weeks. Recently she told
me they were in need of laundry detergents. We
were able to come up with 24 bottles and sent them
down by two of our faithful. Since the brand did not
matter to Shirley, we recommended getting them at
Dollar Tree (DT) where the cost was $1 each. We
One of the ways Zion loves to give is by remember- asked for two, no more than three from each person.
ing our members who cannot join us in regular wor- We will try to keep the cost in that range. I would
ship services. The ministry of taking Christmas Pack- think that most all needs can come from the DT.
ages to our loved ones has been on-going for many
years.
Please feel free to talk to me about this.

Each Christmas
Season
the joy of giving shows up
at Zion.

This year Zion’s Children’s Department will be teaming up with the Connect Committee and taking part

Aldeane Norton

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

27

Rose Quinn
Kristin Thomas

Joan Pierce

20

13

Terry Maddox

UMW
Grow

6

26

Fern Schultz
Klay Gladwell

Church
Thanksgiving
Dinner 12:15 p.m.

19

Mike Crouch

Choral Festival @ St.
Paul

12

James Deneke

Daylight
Savings Ends

5

Monday

Tuesday

Church Council
7:00 p.m.

28

29

Hadlee Blake
Carla Kasten

Paulette Johnston

Thanksgiving Eve
Service 7:00 p.m.

22

21

Kim Amelunke
Michele Ervin

30

Sherri Punches

Thanksgiving

23

Jill Neumeyer

Maria Miller
Rose Farrow
Charles Ryan

9

Aleta Musgrave

2

Thursday

15

Karen McCullough
Marty & Opal Shanks

Serve 6:00 p.m.

8

All Saints Day

1

Wednesday

14

Kathryn Miller
Erica Keller

7
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Carol Jett

24

17

10

Bailey Durocher

3

Friday

25

Robert Overbeck
Donna Taake

18

Collin Thorne
Carlton & Jean Thoma

Veterans Day

11

Lyle Johnston

4

Saturday
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Four Ways to Tune out
Distraction and Prepare
Your Heart for the
Christmas Season
We've heard it said before: if we don't schedule the things that are important to us, they

Church Christmas Tour 2017
Zion will again this year be participating in the
church tour on December 9 & 10. If you would like
to help by being a host or providing music for the
tour, please contact Donna Taake at 270-0465.

won't happen.
This adage applies to the Christmas season as

much as it does to regular workouts and coffee
dates with friends, which is why we want to
invite you to schedule the things
that really matter to you for your family Christmas ahead of time.
Why ahead of time?
Because the Christmas season is the Most
Spiritually Distracting Time of Year.
Staying centered on Jesus during the holiday
season can open doors for healing, joy, and
freedom from stress, but we can easily miss it.
Let's make a commitment to prepare our
hearts to receive instead!
1) Turn off the TV for .................(a day...a
week...a month) AND play worshipful
music and Christmas carols
2) Take a break from your social media AND
connect with loved ones on the phone or
over dinner/coffee instead.
3) Power down your tablets and phones in
the evenings AND create memories with
friends and family with simple traditions
and activities.
4) Avoid the stores AND get out into nature.
Bonus idea: Consider a Jesus-Centered devotion or coloring book to read daily between
now and Christmas.
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Our Food Bank Team of 15 people went to Sikeston
on October 26 to pack boxes for senior citizens. This
month they packed 727 boxes! Not a record for
them, but close. This month’s members included
Tom and Donna Gross, Rolf and LaRessa Hanusa,
Linda Piatt, Cheryl Crouch, Sharon Wendel, Lea Davis, Alene Hamilton, Clinton and Doris Hodges,
Brenda Neumeyer, and Ron and Shirlene Deneke.
Not pictured is Sue Marshall.

Saturday, November 11, 6:30 p.m.
New McKendree South Campus, 1770 S. Hope
Street (Hwy 25 South), Jackson, MO
Teams of 8 at $10 per person or
be a Trivia Night table sponsor
for $100.
Child Care Provided and Door
Prizes! Hosted by the Haiti
Mission Team

“It does not matter what your circumstances are;
the instant you begin to thank God, even though
your situation has not changed, you begin to
change. The key that unlocks the gates of heaven
is a thankful heart. Entrance into the courts of God
comes as you simply begin to praise the Lord.”
Francis Frangipane

Our Presence
Date

Worship
8:00 10:30

Total

1

56

73

129

8

50

69

15

44

22
29

Our Gifts

# Reached Sunday
September School
202

Budget

Trustees

Sunday
School

103

$11,401.09

$1,085.00

$272.50

119

92

$2,097.00

$260.00

$93.15

88

132

99

$3,948.85

$110.00

$86.71

68

82

150

99

$2,023.00

$225.00

$113.00

48

91

139

91

$1.613/00

$110.00

$289.00

Building
Fund

$250.00
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Festival of Sharing

Fall Festival

3652 State Highway Z
Gordonville, MO 63701
Sunday School: 9:15 Worship: 8:00 & 10:30

Contact Us:
Phone 573-243-8025
Pastor Joel’s cell 573-225-6042
Church email: zionumc@showme.net

Fax 573-243-4190
Web site: www.ziongordonville.com
Pastor Joel’s email: cydwel@icloud.com

Become a “Friend” of Zion:
Zion United Methodist Church (Gordonville)
This is a great way to keep up with what’s going on at Zion.

