
THE TABLE SPEAKS 

 

Matthew 21 

 

 To suggest that “the Table speaks” is to entertain visions of some 

Disney imagineering that grants not only voice but mouth, in addition to 

other facial elements that contribute to most communication to a four-legged 

slab of wood or glass.  But tables speak in a quieter language of size, shape 

and decoration.  Round tables suggest an equality among those who gather 

around it.  Tables laden with fruit and vegetables, flowers and a roasted 

turkey may point to a fall Thanksgiving celebration.  A small fountain 

around which two could enjoy ice cream sundaes or other delights promises 

an intimacy that may grow into relationship.   

 More, perhaps, the Table speaks through who it invites to it and how 

such a presence transforms.   

 Daryl Davis, an African American musician, intentionally befriends 

member of they Ku Klux Klan with the confidence that once they get to 

know him, they will no longer hate.  Over the years, 200 members of the 

Klan have given up their robes after sitting down to dinner with Davis.  He 

keeps these robes in his home as a reminder of the possibility of table 

fellowship changing minds.  [Christian Century, September 13, 2017] 

 Similarly, Derek Black the son of a white nationalist, godson of one of 

the movement’s leaders both of whom hope Derek will take up the mantle of 

leadership some time soon found himself at college where his identity and 

more, his connections, became known.  Matthew Stevenson, the only 

Orthdox Jew at the college invited Derek to Sabbath supper.  Derek became 

a regular at Shabbat meals and eventually renounced white nationalist ideas.  

[Christian Century, September 27, 2017} 

 Pastor Stacy Swain recalls another Table experience.  She was 

grateful on the first Sunday last April for a Table overflowing with 

“welcome and abundance.”  As she preached that the “defining symbol” of 

faith was not so much the cross as it is the Table, Harriet entered by the side 

door of the Sancutary, shutting the door loudly behind her.  As the pastor 

spoke about becoming “’instruments of love, working toward healing and 

wholeness for others and for the world,’”, Harriet crossed the room and 

headed down the center aisle toward her pew.  Then she saw the Table and 

she changed her way.  She approached the Table and broke of a piece of 

bread.  She at that piece, and then another and another.  Then she filled both 

her hands with bread, turned, walked down the center aisle and slipped into a 

pew.  The congregation relaxed and turned its attention to the sermon.   



 But before the preacher could finish her sermon, Harriet was up again, 

coming to the Table for more bread.  At this point one of the church leaders 

quietly walked unhurriedly to the table as well.  The leader “wrapped her 

arm lovingly around Harriet’s shoulder and stood with her until she had all 

the bread she needed.  Then together, they turned and walked slowly from 

the Table, Harriet holding bread in her hands, the other holding Harriet.  The 

two slid into a pew and sat side by side.  [Christian Century, September 13, 

2017]   

 There were two others, sons, about whom Jesus speaks.  One says 

‘yes’ but means ‘no’ while the other refuses and then changes his mind.  

Jesus is so appealing to many that perhaps Jesus experiences that there are 

those who initially follow him but quickly fall away.  There are others who 

count themselves to be rejected by all and then, through the saving work of 

the loving Holy Spirit of God and the courage of this Lord, turn to Jesus.  He 

invites many to the Table including tax collectors and prostitutes.  Their sins 

are public and widely wounding; Christ’s welcome is healing and 

transforming.  The bread of heaven feeds their hunger for grace, the cup of 

blessing their thirst for peace.   

 We can be quite comfortable with those who join us at the 

communion Table, particularly if we are already acquainted with them or 

they look like us and act as we do.  But there are others who yearn to live 

differently, moving from hatred to love, from fear to trust, from violence to 

merc, from grief to joy.  They, too, come to the Table. 

The grace of the Table cannot be contained on a plate or in a cup, 

even in consecrated bread and a blessed cup.  Rather it overflows into the 

lives of all as some reach out for bread even as others reach out to them.  

Both partake of grace that is to be discovered at the Table and found in each 

of us.   

The Table does remember a late day meal in an upper room in 

Jerusalem.  But more, it speaks to any, including us, who wish grace to be 

the way by which God is present to us and the way by which we can be 

present to others.  Come, taste, see, and believe.  Amen.     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


