
 

 

TAUGHT BY CHRIST 
 

Luke 11:1-13 

 

 Remembering his time of great need when his father was unemployed for 

three years during the Great Depression of the 1930’s, Glenn Langer recalls how 

his family survived as a result of a family foundation which gave him a chance to 

continue his education which launched him into long and successful medical career 

including teaching at UCLA working in the cardiovascular department. 

 Along the way he visited the science fair at a middle school near the LA 

airport and was deeply impressed by the “studious and movtivated youngsters” he 

met.  “But he was saddened to know that less than 15% of the students…would go 

to college” for he recognized the value to education in his own life.  [Pineda, 

Dorany, “Doctor helped the poor go to college”, LA Times, July 3, 2019, p. B5]    

Langer created the Partnership Scholars Program which provided “‘six years of 

education and cultural experiences to academically motivated but economically 

disadvantaged student, staring in the 7
th

 grade to promote college access and a 

lifetime of success.’”  [Ibid.]  The program expanded, principally funded by Doctor 

Langer, to included 622 students, nearly all of whom have gone on to college.  

Walter Garcia, one of the recipients from San Fernando enjoyed the many 

experiences afforded to him, beginning in his 7
th
 grade, attending Dodger games, 

eating Indian foods and traveling to Europe.  He was first in his family to earn a 

college degree---from Brown University---and is now enrolled in Northwestern’s 

law school.  [Ibid.]   For hundreds,  the cycle of poverty was broken because of one 

who knew the value of education. 

 Education has always been important to the followers of Wesley who was a 

teacher at Oxford in England as he readied himself to serve the church.  The 

United Methodist Church’s General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 

reports association with over 1,000 colleges and universities which express our 

commitment to learning.  Some of apportionment dollars are spent supporting not 

only these colleges but also the historically Black Colleges and even a new 

university in Zimbabwe on the African continent.  The Ministerial Education Fund 

which we support fully, again through apportionment giving, declares that we 

expect and educated clergy, which often prolongs the preparation of those who are 

ordained, often to the chagrin of those seeking to live out God’s call to them as 

years and many 
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dollars are spent in education.  We have been blessed with opportunities such as 

those afforded to Dr. Langer to build up society through learning which depends 

much on teaching. 

 In addition to healing and casting out demons, Jesus the rabbi was sought 

out as a teacher.  Not only did he raise up the many truths of the Law, the prophets, 

the psalms, the wisdom literature, Jesus taught the practice of faith using very 

concrete and specific directions.  We encounter this Jesus as a teacher in the gospel 

reading for today as his disciples request that, upon seeing Jesus, that he teach 

them how to pray.   

 Initially, Jesus provides specific words that might be used to engage God in 

holy conversation.  These words have become for us The Lord’s Prayer, a prayer 

used regularly in worship although not known to many who come to church.  We 

now print the words to this prayer as Matthew recalls it because of this lack of 

experience and knowledge, confident that the community praying together in the 

way of Jesus will build up faith in all.  The story is told of a older woman who, 

when a baptism took place, would make her way to the child and whisper in his or 

her ear.  It was a long whisper and only later was it discovered that the woman was 

praying this same prayer into the ear and life of this new member of the family of 

Christ. 

 We can be grateful for specific words that can be used in prayer for most are 

reluctant to pray, believing that conversation with God must somehow utilize 

elegant language and proper words.  We might follow the example of Jesus on the 

cross, where in this time of suffering, he employs simple words as he cries out to 

God:  “Why have you forsaken me?”, “Father, forgive them”, “Into your hands I 

commend my spirit”, or “It is finished.”  

 In addition to being very specific, albeit simply stated, Jesus continues to 

focus on persistence in prayer as he lifts up the need for bread, not only to sustain 

life but as an offering of hospitality, no matter what hour the guest might arrive.    

Then Jesus exhorts his listeners to be confident that persistence in prayer 

will bear fruit for surely the God who hears will bless.  Even more than a loving 

human parent, God will respond favorably to those who call out, cry out to God for 

God seeks to love us into loving others.  

Jesus does teach with his words---words of instruction, encouragement, 

exhortation---but he teaches more effectively and efficiently by his redeeming 

activity.  One may forget the words he speaks to his disciples who seek supper for 

those who have been with Jesus all day long but few will fail to recall how it was 

that through blessing, five loaves and two fishes became not only satisfying supper 

for all but resulted in twelve baskets of remnants.  Walking on water, stilling a 

storm, bringing to life the son of a widow or raising Lazarus out of tomb 
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all testified not only to God’s power present but to the love and grace of God 

available to all who would seek the Kingdom, who would bravely ask, search, and 

knock expecting God to respond. 

As we move from being hearers of the Word only to bearers of this Word 

into the world, we also become teachers, again more often through our activity 

than our speech.  Few of us could fruitfully engage an audience as Jesus did, sitting 

down to teach the several chapters of difficult sayings found in Matthew.  We may 

be able to engage others with stories well told as exhibited by Jesus in Luke or to 

recount interactions between Jesus and those he encountered whether at a 

community well, in the middle of the night, even beyond the boundaries of Israel 

as chronicled by John and Mark.   

Let us remember, importantly, that we often teach accidentally, in those 

moments when we are unaware of opportunities to profess faith, particularly as we 

believe ourselves to be shielded from the hearing or vision of others.  Too many 

have be turned away from church by the unkind word spoken by the frustrated or 

grieving member, by the ungenerous action of one hurriedly on the way to carry 

out a task, by the lack of invitation, but the resistance to including those who are 

shut out by others.  We may be anxious about the cameras that proliferate in 

societies across the globe, even here on church property but we might be betters 

served to remember that people are always watching, particularly the young.  Our 

activities are rarely hidden and even in their hidden states, often declare our 

identity, particularly as such actions are suddenly revealed.         

The results of February’s General Conference have been noted by many beyond 

the local church.  Some whom we have welcomed to our campus are 

uncomfortable with the church’s stance regarding those who express their 

preferences in ways that have traditionally been prohibited, especially in light of 

increasing acceptance in our general society.  A teacher organization in our city 

opposes any further use of our buildings by the school district which has for the 

past several years, has held training sessions as well as graduations from Daly 

continuation school in our convenient Carlson Fellowship Center. Beyond the 

budgetary impact, the church may be gaining a reputation once again as an 

exclusive community reserved for the like minded and similarly acting.  Other 

organizations which are part of our ministry of hospitality may follow suit, without 

realizing that our local congregation is in the midst of deciding how it will respond 

to the denomination’s action.  What shall we teach about the love of God for all 

people, especially those who are marginalized and even hated?  Shall we no longer 

speak of Samaritans and gentiles, of even women and children?  Or has Christ 

come to open all to the joy of creation and the work of the Holy Spirit? 
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The practice of faith always builds perception within each and all.  Jesus 

comes to teach us not only about God but also about how God’s people are to live 

within a world that often challenges and even persecutes.  Will we hear his words 

of truth and will we follow or will we retreat to a safer expression of faith that 

neither comforts nor challenges, that provides no need for or direction toward a 

kingdom revealed by Christ, the one who comes to teach us how to be God’s 

children?  The Christ has come, we need not wait for another.  This Christ has 

come to open the gateway to God’s kingdom, not for us only, but for all.  Thanks 

be to God.  Amen.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      July 28, 2018 – Page 4 


