
STARGAZERS AND DREAMERS 

 
Matthew 2:1-18 

 

 Several gathered on New Year’s Eve to participate in a Watchnight 

Service, an activity recommended by John Wesley, part of his propensity 

toward both prayer and planning.  For many, the new year provides an 

opportunity to reflect and more, to wonder what call will come from God in the 

time ahead.   

 The admonitions and the prayers of Watchnight are traditionally aimed to 

the individual.  The pronouns I, me, and my are prevalent, reinforcing the 

understanding that salvation is a personal gift from God.  We are not saved 

because we are part of group or even congregation.  Such a blessing comes to 

each without regard to family or friends or nationality or race or wealth.  It fits 

nicely into the idea that we are loners in the world, only loosely connected if at 

all to others.  Responsible for self alone, we find ourselves in competition with 

other loners for all that we need and want.  Compassion and justice are of no 

value for both would likely require that we forego that which we desire and 

seek.  Power and glory, riches, honor, and control become the marks of a life 

well lived.  The idea of a chosen people gives way to the belief that the it is 

only I who matter.  I am the sinner and it is I who is saved.  

But with a few changes in pronouns, our thoughts and prayers at 

Watchnight can become .meditations upon the past and future of groups of 

people---of congregations---- who know themselves to be better together than 

apart.  On New Year’s Eve, we might pray that  

 

We are no longer our own, but yours.  Put us to what you will, rank us 

with whom you will.  Put us to doing, put us to suffering.  Let us be employed by 

you or laid aside for you, exalted for you or brought low for you.  Let us be full, 

let us be empty.  Let us have all things, let us have nothing.  We freely and 

heartily yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.  And now, O glorious 

and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you are ours, and we are yours.  

So be it.  And the covenant which we have made on earth, let it be ratified in 

heaven.  Amen. 

 

As an initiation of a year when we might consider God’s call not just to 

individuals but to a congregation as well, we began to hear of the activity of 

other people of faith---both individuals and congregations---as a possible 

       January 5, 2020 – Page 1 



 inspiration for our own responses to the God of grace.  There is a pastor who 

serves people in a casino in Laughlin, Nevada, another pastor who each 

Tuesday stands on Wall Street, the traditional financial center of New York 

City and the world,  offering blessing to any who wish to receive.  A 

congregation in North Carolina hosts a needle exchange for drug addicts while 

also offering simply necessities such as soap and food.  One denominations has 

begun a educational campaign about Alzheimer’s disease while our United 

Methodist have returned land to the Wyandot people as a way of seeking 

forgiveness for past offenses to and oppression of Native American populations.  

An Eagle Rock church devoted its Christmas offering of $50,000 to the wiping 

out of $5.3 million in medical debt of low-income people in Los Angeles.  

Indeed, we can be stronger together than we separately. 

Watchnight may lead us to a consideration of today’s extended gospel 

reading from Matthew.  Whereas John offers a Christmas reading that is purely 

theological and Luke records a very human story of birth, Matthew provides a 

more political reading of the advent of the Christ.  Whereas shepherds come 

merely to test if what they had heard and seen out in the was a real event or just 

an hallucination in some isolated field late in a cold winter’s night, the magi 

come to the center of power and seek assistance in locating a new king.  They 

are not put off by such power but rather remain resolute in seeking the one 

whose birth has been declared by the stars.  It requires a dream to dissuade 

these men from returning to Herod with news of the location of this child.  And 

then, the politics of the day begins with anger and threat and with escape and 

exile.  With such activity, kings would remain in power and people would 

survive.  A familiar story over the ages, one in which the Son of God would 

participate.  

Two of the distinctive elements of Matthew’s account include stargazers 

and dreamers.  Stargazers look beyond the common and ordinary all the way to 

their understanding of God’s heaven while dreamers are open to the call of God 

that comes to save and to inspire.  Joseph, the husband of Mary, joins these 

dreamers as did the Joseph of old while others looked to the heavens for an 

encounter with God, much in the way of Jacob.  Stargazers will confound those 

who seek power out of violence while dreamers will draw us beyond concern 

only for self.  Both will direct our attention to the peace that God would wish 

for all, a peace that comes from our willingness to follow the call and command 

of God, especially as we encounter it in this child Jesus of Bethlehem  

We need both stargazers and dreamers in our world so that our too-small 

vision of ministry and our doubt in the possibilities of God do not dominate our  
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lives of faith.  We are not born to preserve self but to serve others.  Stargazers 

and dreamers engage our imaginations in responding to God’s call by 

expanding the boundaries of our compassion and forming our understanding of 

a justice brought forth out of the righteousness of God.  Little wonder that 

vision and dreams are much a part of the gift of Pentecost, of the Holy Spirit 

offering itself to the church.  

How might stargazers and dreamers help us chart the way forward in this 

new year?  Would they open our eyes to all that is occurring in our 

neighborhood, our city, our world?  Would they design new responses that 

would require courage and sacrifice?  Would they help us see the value of the 

assets we possess?  Would they remind us that being faithful is most often 

expressed in service?  Would they help us link heaven’s hopes with earth’s 

needs in a mix that would bring forth peace? 

As the new year came ever closer during the service, we joined in 

communion, even as we do today.  With fresh memoies of stargazers and 

dreamers, let us join in equipping ourselves for all that we shall be called to do, 

no matter how overwhelming and even impossible for us to undertake.  And a 

child shall lead us, this child whose birth is declared in the heavens, this child 

who is a fulfillment of a dream for peace.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
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We are no longer our own, but yours.  Put us to what you will, rank us 

with whom you will.  Put us to doing, put us to suffering.  Let us be employed by 

you or laid aside for you, exalted for you or brought low for you.  Let us be full, 

let us be empty.  Let us have all things, let us have nothing.  We freely and 

heartily yield all things to your pleasure and disposal.  And now, O glorious 

and blessed God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you are ours, and we are yours.  

So be it.  And the covenant which we have made on earth, let it be ratified in 

heaven.  Amen. 

 

  

  


