
SEARCHING 
 

Matthew 13:31-34, 44-50 

 

 At the Church of Christ the Savior, the lines to enter are long.  People have 

come to view a relic, at least what is reputed to be a rib of Nicholas called by some 

“saint”.  For a brief moment, one may see the relic and perhaps place a hand on the 

glass shield, confident that the power of faith might be not only felt but increased.  

Such behavior is in keeping with a long tradition of veneration, of searching out 

artifacts of faith including not only a rib but also a shroud, splinters from a cross, 

an item used by any woman or man considered holy.   

 Such a pilgrimage is often undertaken to partake of faith whether it be to 

employ believing for the sake of release from evil or healing of disease or injury or 

to strengthen and build a faith for greater connection to God even through the 

person of Jesus.  Others would attest to being cured of diseases or exorcised of 

demons due to interaction with the spirit of Nicholas which, many would believe, 

is available in these relics. The journey to see and touch could itself promote 

greater, deeper faith as one leaves the ordinary of life to search for the 

extraordinary of God.   

 All of this in keeping with the gospel which details stories of those “whose 

faith has made them well” and who trek to Jesus that he would heal and purify, not 

only through his words and acts but even by his presence.  The bleeding woman 

merely touches his garment and is healed.  Conversation between this woman and 

Jesus takes place only after the healing has occurred and simply for the purpose of 

declaring that it was not the garment---even the hem of the tunic of Jesus---that 

brought about the change.  Rather, Jesus clearly wants the woman and all with ears 

to hear to know that it was her faith in God that encouraged the desired healing, 

which is of God.   

 Gospel and history both suggest such power to change, though followers of 

John Wesley would likely greatly question such unscientific conclusions regarding 

the activity of Jesus, the apostles, the martyrs, and the “saints”.  Deeply informed 

by the rational thinking of his era and its outgrowth, the discipline of science, 

Wesley was one leader among several who would dismiss the effects of relics even 

as he avoided deep discussion of many of the miracles portrayed in the gospels. 

 But for many, searching out such experiences seems to affect faith.  People 

in  Russia where the Nicolas relics are temporarily located would not be expected 

be interested in such religious experiences much less willing to devote time and 

energy to underake such pilgrimages.  But they do come.  One pilgrim admitted 

that he had been an atheist, loyal to the nation or at least it government as his god, 

but now he proclaimed that he had found God and hoped to grow in Christian faith. 
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 Good Wesleyan theology would declare that God has never been lost, even 

to those who might reject.  God is always present and active: blessing, loving, 

comforting, challenging, offering, grace and peace whether it is acknowledged or 

received.  The persistence of God is rewarded in those who find themselves 

unsettled and now search out this God who is both among and within.  Searching is 

essential to faith, growing faith, strong faith, eternal faith.          

 As illustrated in the mustard seed, God can and does use seemingly small 

and often insignificant beginnings, events that grow into expressions of the 

Kingdom.  Black mustard, whose blossoms are yellow, often carpets whole fields, 

producing this year’s growth and, through tiny black seeds, next year’s plant.  Out 

of the small may come the sufficient.  In the face of the great and powerful, a small 

band of disciples carries the gospel into the world building a following of 

hundreds, then thousands, and now billions of people.   Those searching for its 

founder would have looked first to Rome or at least Jerusalem as did the magi but 

it was in small Bethlehem where Jesus was to be encountered and then equally tiny 

Nazareth where he was to mature.  The first evangelist would be counted ill 

prepared to share the gospel with the Roman world but Paul’s leadership began and 

sustained communities of faith throughout the Mediterranean.  Nearly every 

church, including this one, begins with a few who believe themselves called to 

organize.  As we search out the presence and power of God, we may need to look 

to what is counted small, even insignificant. And other experiences may reveal as 

well. 

 

Read Matthew 13:33 

 

 Additionally, God can work through those who are counted corrupt as yeast 

was known in the time of Jesus.  Rather than reject as humans might, God 

redeems.  The tradition of the church, often adopted out of the culture in which it 

grows, has been to grant authority to only males.  It required scores of years for 

Wesley’s people to ordain women even though John Wesley’s mother was 

acknowledged as providing an important impact in the life of John as he formed 

the movement called Methodists and grew it into a denomination.  The Kingdom 

of God is like the mustard seed and like yeast.  And there is more.   

  

Read Matthew 13:44 

 

 Those who search for God can expect that God’s treasures may be hidden 

from the casual observer.  And even when discovered, this treasure will need to be 

taken up by faithful people so that it can be shared with others.  From the 

beginning and regrettably incompletely, holy scripture was frequently restricted in 
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 circulation.  Over the generations, a few preserved and copied and carefully 

distributed.  At its most severe, scripture was held close by religious authorities 

who refused to allow any but the clergy to read and interpret.  Part of the Protestant 

movement was to translate scripture into the language of the people, as effort that 

cost some their lives.  In this day, holy scripture has been rendered into a multitude 

of languages that cover the earth, the cost of translation and distribution being 

borne principally by the faithful.  The Kingdom of God is a treasure in the field of 

the life, one to be taken up and shared. 

 

            Read Matthew 13:45-46 

 

 Sometimes this treasure is to be found not in a field but mixed in with the 

ordinary of human life.  Those who recognize ancient manuscripts often discover 

them in the marketplace if not stored away in some museum’s basement.  Seventy-

five years ago, biblical archaeologists came upon scrolls that had been hidden 

away in clay jars in caves in the dry wilderness of Israel and Egypt.  The Dead Sea 

Scrolls and the Nag Hammadi texts, all of which have informed the study of holy 

scripture could have been lost to the world were it not for those who were and are 

ever on the look out for such manuscripts. 

 We can be confident that God’s blessing is deeply woven into everyday life.  

Those who search for God would do well to observe each day to find the valuable 

work of God, often revealed in unexpected events.  We are urged to deeply 

develop the eyes of the heart as well as learn the mind of God so that we would be 

able to celebrate all that God is doing.  It may be a simple as observing the mustard 

spread across the field or taking in the smell of bread into which yeast has been 

kneaded.  Beyond nature, art often sharpens our sensitivity to the presence, the 

power of God.  The music we sing and enjoy often declares how God acts within 

the world and it is music we can easily offer to another.  But all in the world is not 

the Kingdom.   

 

 Read Matthew 13:47-48 

 

 Like one who drags a net through the sea, much is caught up in our lives, not 

because we seek it but simply because it is mixed in with valuable for faithful 

living.  As did the fishermen, those who search must decide between that which is 

beneficial and that which is detrimental to growing faith.  Becoming ever more 

schooled in the Word of God, especially as it is manifested in the life of Jesus, will 

assist the searcher in learning to separate the wheat from the chaff, the wheat from 

the weeds, the sheep from the goats, the blessing from the curse.  
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 When we have departed from the word and way of Jesus, the church has 

been less able to distinguish that which builds up and that what destroys.  Because 

we have been unwilling to love our enemies, the church closes its doors to any who 

offer threat and create fear and we have been diminished in creativity and power 

because of it.  Churches continue to be some of the most narrow and restricted of 

associations as culture and race, politics and wealth, nationality and even religion 

traditions enlarge the number of fish discarded.  Searchers themselves are often 

caught up in such nets and find the doors of a congregation closed to them.   

 Jesus declares that the kingdom of God in among and even within us.  How 

might we meet the hopes of those who search for it?  Is there some small word of 

truth that might be planted in the life another?  Can faithful people became the 

yeast in society through acts of compassion and justice that invite others to 

undertake?  Will we recognize the treasures of faith that have been given to us and 

celebrate them so that others will see blessing in them as well.  Do we value that 

which proclaims the will of God most fruitfully and join in such proclamation?  

Are we able to determine that which is of God and that which is of lesser human 

construction?   

 Those who have read and are reading Tattoos on the Heart have come to 

know the ministry of Father Gregory Boyle who has come to understand that many 

of those whom he serves are searching for God.  Boyle writes about a particularly 

speaking tour during which he was accompanied by Memo and Miguel.  Following 

a speech in Alabama, the three were invited to the ministry of another in what 

Boyle describes to be “about the poorest place I’ve ever seen in the United States.  

Hovels and burned out shack and lots of people living in what people ought not to 

live in.” “Memo and Miguel are positively bug-eyed as they walk around, meet 

people, and see a kind of poverty quite different that the one they know.” 

 As the pack to return home, Memo suddenly stands in the doorway.  He 

says, ”That visit---I don’t  know, it got to me.  It got inside of me.  I mean how do 

we let people live like this?”  After a brief silence: “I don’t know what’s happening 

to me, but it’s big.  It’s like, for the first time in my life, I feel, I don’t know, 

what’s wthe word…I feel compassion for what other people suffer.” 

 Noting that “Memo finds solidarity in the starkest wound of others,” Boyle 

declares, “Compassion is God.”  As a result of his experience, Memo and other 

gang members would return to this poor Alabama community many times, creating 

“a beloved community.” wherein God’s compassion would be offered and 

received.  [Boyle, Gregory, Tattoos on the Heart, pp. 81-82] 

 The Kingdom of God is among us and many search for it.  Though not in the 

same way of the good Father, what will we do to assist such searchers, suspecting 

that such efforts will increase our faith as well?  God calls us to engage and serve 

and disciple, confident that we have what is needed to open the gates to the 

Kingdom for all to come in.  Thanks be to God. Amen.         July 30, 2017 – Page 4 


