
REWARDS OF BLESSING 

 

Matthew 5:1-9  _Sermon on the Mount 

 

 Being unable to read, Minty needed an excellent memory to make her way.  She ran all 

night through the Maryland woods until she encountered the bridge she was seeking.  The bridge 

spanned the waters of Rushing Creek, aptly named for the torrents that ran between the banks, 

over the rocks, and through the roots of trees.  As she arrived, others did also, two groups, both 

seeking her to capture her and return her to her rightful owner.  These groups moved toward 

Minty, trapping her on the bridge, the woman no match for their forces.  Her young, new master 

approaches her calmly, attempting to quiet her and to prevent her from jumping from the bridge.  

He offers promises and, for him, a sense of hope.  But she declares: “I be free or die.”  With 

these words she leaps from the bridge and is lost beneath the surface of the creek.  

 She had been a difficult girl and then woman, allowed to remain with her family in part 

because of her abilities, in part because of the affection the young master had for one with whom 

he had grown up.  She was, however, determined that she would no longer be a slave whether it 

be because she would make her way to freedom or she would die.  When she did arrive in 

Philadephia, she was encouraged to change her name and rather than Araminta or “Minty”, she 

chose the name of mother and father and became known as Harriet Tubman.  Safe in 

Philadelphia, at least until the Fugitive Slave Act was passed a few years later, Harriet could 

have well enjoy the freedom of working for pay, of being respected, of being protected.  Instead, 

she became the ‘Moses’ of what would become the underground railroad and it was she who led 

others to freedom, first in Pennsylvania and then in Canada.   

 Those who participate in Wednesday Bible study are not only becoming more acquainted 

with 2 Timothy but also wondering what and who sustained Harriet in her work which became 

her life.  Having been blessed with freedom, she led others to liberty, often under great threat, 

even from within her family.   

 The Sermon on the Mount spoken today concludes with a verse about persecution and 

reward, reward in heaven.  Surely those seeking to oppress others and willing to employ the 

gospel to do so would point to the ultimate reward of being with God sufficient to endure much.  

The pastor in the film sings “Hold On” to his gathered listeners who are then reminded of a text 

from Colossians: Slaves obey your masters…and treat them with reverence.  Further, Reverend 

Greene privately encourages them to remain calm and wait, to “hold on” until their reward 

comes. 

 It is attractive for many to consider blessing and reward together.  Some blessings seem a 

reward for activity, perhaps good works that causes crowns of honor and glory to be placed upon 

the heads of those win, triumph, overwhelm.  Having been blessed with skills and abilities, with 

charisma and power the reward may be not only public accolades but also increasing wealth as 

name is used to market products and services.  It may also be that blessing seemingly offers 

power and responsibility, both of which may be rewards that bring privilege and opportunity  

Because we may be able, blessing may become influence.  It is not unusual to discover one using 

the blessing to threaten, whether it be the threat of using the blessing to sway opinion, or 

withdrawing it until a matter is   

decided to the satisfaction of the one so blessed.  

 In our word where money and power not only seem to indicate blessings but also  



provide control to suit the needs of the one so blessed, it may be difficult to imagine any other 

rewards of blessing.  Jesus’ preaching does indicate that there are results of certain behaviors 

such as mourning, hunger, mercy, and purity may be comfort, fulfillment, mercy, and revelation.  

Other verses are a bit more enigmatic.  We can ponder just how the poor in spirit with belong to 

the Kingdom of heaven, the meek will inherit the earth, peacemakers will be called children of 

God and the persecuted (along with the poor in spirit) will also inherit the kingdom.  These are 

rewards and perhaps taken together, they indicate a heavenly promise.   

 But is there more?  More of a reward than these responses of both others and God.  The 

final blessing may not only initiate the idea of reward, it may also suggest other rewards than 

even those of the kingdom of God, although one suspects that these also are connected to this 

kingdom as it comes.  Certainly the prophets were persecuted, occasionally they were even 

killed.  But this did not deter the prophets from speaking the Word of God, from sharing truth 

with the people.  Their reward came as they spoke such words, difficulty and offensive as they 

might have been.  In their speaking, they knew themselves to be participating in the will of God 

and that was enough. 

 Perhaps the reward for those blessed with a hunger and thirst for righteousness is to be 

found in the hunger and thirst itself.  Such metaphors for strong yearning remind us that the 

blessing is often in the hunger, in the thirst itself for both urge us to satisfaction, sometimes at 

great cost. Might this be the same as we thirst and hunger after righteousness?  Could the desire 

for righteousness itself be a blessing, transforming behavior that causes and creates justice.  And 

would this be reward as we inhabit a world where righteousness and justice are valued to the 

degree that the world itself becomes home to both?   

 There is suspicion directed to the pastor of the church of Minty, of Harriet.  Publicly it 

does appear that the church is supporting the status quo of the Maryland society of the time.  

Reverend Greene is complimented for her sermon about obedience not because it is scriptural or 

gospel or skilled but because his words seemingly perpetuate slavery.  But as Minty and others 

begin to flee, they are advised to go to the church and ask for a blessing for the journey, 

keywords that indicate something more than a prayer and good words.  When the pastor is so 

petitioned, he begins to outline the plan for freedom.  It is also the case that the basement below 

the church is often used to house fleeing slaves during the day, sending them on their ways at 

nightfall.  The public appearance of the church does not reveal its hunger for righteousness and it 

is this thirst that become blessing…and kingdom.    

 Perhaps any reward that comes from gospel is more in the embrace of gospel itself as it 

transforms us into those who recognize that we, all of us, are beloved of God.  We may attempt 

in a variety of ways to divide ourselves but God unites us out of God’s gracious love.   

 Today an invitation to come to the Table of the Lord is offered to all, no matter where we 

might be in our journey of faith.  Perhaps the blessing is not in the bread and wine itself but in 

the coming and receiving and the faith that draws us to the Table and causes us to remember and 

rejoice, reward enough for those who know themselves to be blessed by God.  Thanks be to God.  

Amen. 


