
 

RECONCILED BY CHRIST 
 

Luke 10: 38-42 

 

 In one of the opening scenes of the movie The Green Book, Tony, one of the 

lead characters notes that his wife has summoned two plumbers to care for a 

problem and that these two are African American.  With a good sense of 

hospitality. she offers them the refreshment of a glass of lemonade which they 

receive gratefully.  After they leave, Tony gingerly picks up the two glasses and 

places them in the trash.  With an even better sense of hospitality, his wife retrieves 

the glasses and integrates them into the family’s dinnerware.   

 Generally, the movie promotes a feel good emotion on the part of the viewer 

with an appropriate (for this age) blend of violence, intimacy, and raw language 

along with a dose of non-violence, compassion and justice.  At the end of the film, 

Tony, having spent 8 weeks with the musically talented Dr. Shirley, Tony learns of 

the loneliness of the brilliant pianist for Shirley has been excluded from his family 

and his people in a variety of ways.  Along the way in this road trip movie, Tony 

comes to appreciate not only the genius of Dr. Shirley but also the affection that 

grows within him.  The final scene, set at Christmas, reveals the reconciliation that 

has taken place in Tony’s mind.   

 We live in a world divided in a number of ways, each division leading to a 

brokenness that wounds the soul of all of us.  Jesus addresses this need for healing 

often for though physical disease cripples some, most are fractured by matters of 

the spirit, including those who seek him out for wholeness in body.  Such is the 

case with Martha in one of the accounts of this woman and her sister. 

 Martha is the epitome of hospitality in that she readies her home to receive 

this wandering rabbi.  It requires little to imagine that Martha is caught up in 

cleaning and preparing for her guest, becoming “distracted” as Jesus notes, by all 

the tasks required to express welcome in her culture.  We can admire Martha’s 

diligence for she is not easily dissuaded from her plan of welcome.  She could only 

wish that sister Mary might help her rather than sitting at the feet of the rabbi.   

 It is, however, Mary who is lauded for her response to the coming of Jesus, 

for her welcome of him.  Rather than being caught up in preparations expected of 

her, she readies herself to learn from him.  In this, she becomes a “hearer” of the 

gospel, perhaps even a  disciple, though not one of the twelve.  What will Martha 

need to do to choose “the better part”?  Following in Luke’s gospel as it does, 

Martha seems to be acting much like the Good Samaritan who sees a needs and 
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turns his efforts to fulfilling that need, even at cost to self.  We may think of Mary 

more like the priest and Levite who reject the need to help heal.  Yet it is Mary 

who has chosen “the better part” according to Jesus.  Mary is an example of 

reconciliation that is ushered in by Jesus her Lord.  She has given up and taken up.  

 Mary exemplifies that which is required for reconciliation.  Change is often 

disagreeable but it is transformation that is required if we are to heal brokenness.  

We cannot simply wait for it.  We cannot merely behave in the same way more 

strongly or cleverly.  We cannot demand that the other act differently and thus 

reach out to us.  We cannot hold so firmly to our point of view that all other 

perceptions are obscured by the cloud of certainty to which we cling.  We must, in 

the words of Mohandas Gandhi “You must be the change you want to see in the 

world.  

 Christ comes to teach the world this lesson, extending its truth not only to 

sacred relationships but also to the ordinary interactions of life.  Reconciliation is 

born out of personal transformation as the Greek word signals.  Discipleship--- that 

of both Mary and Martha---will come as they listen and as a result, act differently.  

The lawyer in the previous story of the priest, Levite, and Samaritan, responds to 

the question of neighbor appropriately but reconciliation to the way of grace will 

come only as he goes and does “likewise”, as he imitates the model offered to him 

by Jesus through the Samaritan. 

 The story of Martha reminds us that distractions may cause us to miss events 

of greater value.  Let us admit that distractions can be a comforting disassociation 

from the world around us, that is we can retreat to our distractions for they often 

provide the satisfying known over against the unexpected events of the world.  

Perhaps Martha utilized the call to hospitality to avoid being with this mysterious 

and powerful rabbi.   

 It was Mary who threw off expectations and took up discipleship.  Ignoring 

the plea of her sister as well as the possible anger of any who saw hospitality to be 

her place, Mary reconciles herself to Jesus, this guest in her household, receiving 

the blessing he brings to her.  She has become the change Jesus hopes to see in the 

world as he comes to be the Word of God in the midst of all people. 

 It is this Christ who calls us to reconciliation, fully aware of the brokenness 

of this world.  Mary is lauded for her willingness to listen and learn and thus, 

possibly to become.  Jesus follows in the tradition of the 

prophets who not only recognized the brokenness of the world but revealed it to 

the people with the expectation that they would strive to heal it.  Among others, 

Amos clearly identifies a major problem of his time: silver was more important 

than souls and the poor were the first to be sold to provide this silver.  Amos may 

be speaking to our own brokenness as we experience financial wealth to be more  
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desired than the satisfaction of people, as we are distracted by the bottom line of a 

project rather than focusing upon its effect upon the population it and we are called 

to serve.   

 We might wonder what we would hear if we were to set aside all that is 

expected of us and merely sit at the feet of the Master, the one who comes to 

reconcile the world to God and to its neighbor.  We do live in circumstances that 

cause us to be connected to others, perhaps all others, even over time.  How we act 

will make a difference.  Out of its 1200 year old history in a particular German 

community, a Benedictine monastery struggles to exemplify such reconciliation in 

very modern ways.  In addition to all of its prayers and worship, as part of its work 

within the community, the monastery has turned its attention to living more 

faithfully in this time.  For the last twenty years, the monastery has been carbon 

negative, that is it absorbs more carbon dioxide than it produces.  It does so 

through the modern technology of solar panels and wind turbines, although 

capturing the wind really as ancient as sailing.  It also hosts a biogas plant that uses 

agricultural wastes from its farms.  Its various systems supply enough electricity to 

serve the 100 brothers and 300 employees of the monastery and its farms as well as 

create enough power to propel its electric car for local trips.  The community seeks 

to be at one with God’s creation and is seemingly so as it not only serves its needs 

but heals the earth at the same time.  

The world may hope for more Marthas, more people who stick to the tasks 

for which they have been hired regardless of the impact of their work upon people.  

The reconciling Christ, the one who comes to call us to be at one with God and 

neighbor, invites us to listen and learn, to listen for the love of God and learn to 

live that love where we find ourselves to be with the capacities that God has given 

us.  

Perhaps we remember the story of a community, really a country caught up 

in the violence of war and of one and more who reconciled the people not to the 

threat of war but to the promise of peace, overwhelming their fears with a calming 

musical statement of quiet hope.  Following the death of 22 people from a bomb 

exploded in a marketplace as villagers were queuing up for food, a cellist arrived to 

play Albinoni’s Adagio in G minor in that same square and did so for 22 days in 

memory of those who died.  We can only imagine strength that was not only 

revealed in the music but built up in the people as they listened and heard the 

Adagio over and again.  This same piece of music was taken up by other musicians 

and played every day during the siege of Sarajevo which lasted over three years. 

As we listen for gospel and as we take it up in our living, we will be like 

Mary who has the better part.  Siding aside the distractions that not only occupy 

but burden her sister Martha, she opens herself to the person of God’s Christ and 
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discovers herself to be at one with God, Now she can be at one with her neighbor 

as well, and perhaps even her sister in serving not because of expectation but 

because of love, the “better part”.  We can be as she is because Christ has come.  

Thanks be to God.  Amen.         
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