
 

 

ONE IN CHRIST 
 

Luke 8.26-39 

 

 Among other cultural symbols, language suggests much about society, 

especially as it is used to illustrate changes in that people, evolution is their 

thinking.  Before the early part of last century, when population, particularly from 

European nations, was greatly desired, those who arrived were counted 

immigrants.  Following attempts by people from Asia to become citizens, the 

nation decided to count such people as aliens and following further immigration 

laws, those who stayed outside the systems became illegal aliens.  Some time later, 

it was became common to label the same population as undocumented and lately, 

the term “migrant” has come to be used, at least by some.  The change represents 

to some degree how we consider people who have come.  For some time, they have 

been considered a threat to both culture and law.  Then it appeared that without 

documents, these same people might find the justice system unavailable to them.  

Now, it may be that there is a recognition that these people are part of a pattern of 

migration, of even global migration wherein people seek to find a land where they 

might find safety and even prosperity. 

 There is some truth to the idea that migrations have been much a part of the 

history of the world.  Even the Bible speaks of migration beginning, perhaps with 

Father Abraham who left Haran, the land of his family to move to another land 

which would later become Israel.  The great migration of Hebrews out the land of 

Egypt and into the Promised Land is the premier act of God’s mercy and grace for 

these captive Hebrews.  It is ironic that later, because of famine, a return to the 

land of the Pharoah by the descendants of the wilderness wanderers.  As the people 

of Israel were liberated by the Persians under Cyrus, they migrated back to Judah 

after an absence of about 50 years, glad and grateful to be home again.  Even Jesus, 

according to Matthew, in the arms of his parents was forced to migrate to Egypt 

because of the threat to his life from King Herod, returning only following the 

death of the violent, cruel king.   

 An even more poignant truth may be that we are all part of a migrating 

people, our ancestors leaving lands of their birth to come to this nation, often for 

the same reasons that compelled their ancestor to immigrant.  We might confess 

that we have more in common with those who now come to this land than we 

would want to admit.  We may even realize that we are at one with the immigrant, 
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 The gospel from Luke offered today is important in several ways.  Unlike 

others, Jesus is willing to go to Gentile cities, in this case to one of the 10 cities on 

the east side of the Jordan River.  Along with other interactions beyond the people 

of Israel, Jesus challenges the idea of borders separating those in need from any 

who might heal them.  The universal quality of his ministry suggests even to us 

that nationalities and cultures might be immaterial when the gospel is presented.  

God is God for all nations, envisioning the gathering of people in from the north 

and south, the east and west. 

 In the story, we discover that the people of the community are at one in their 

relationship to the possessed man who wanders the tombs.  They have attempted to 

control him but his strength is greater than their abilities.  In response, they force 

him to live among the dead, perhaps easier to consider him in that way.  When 

Jesus comes, he crosses the boundaries between clean and unclean to fruitfully 

minister this demon-possessed man, to set him free from his spiritual and physical 

prison.   

 Jesus banishes the demon whose name is Legion in an extraordinary way by 

causing the evil spirit to enter into swine---surely a further indication of a Gentile 

community---pigs who then drown themselves in the sea.  As is often the case, this 

creates its own problems, particularly among those who own and herd the pigs for 

suddenly, much of their herd is lost to them.  The community suddenly perceives 

Jesus to be not a benefit to their community but a threat and they ask him to leave 

before more Gerasenes are affected by his presence and power.  Jesus becomes too 

dangerous to remain.  

 Another astonishing response to the healing work of Jesus comes from the 

demon itself for it is the demon who identifies Jesus as the ‘Holy One of God’ and 

who testifies to his power to rid the man of this demon.  Sometimes it is the enemy 

who most clearly perceives the power of God even as those who benefit lose sight 

of the God’s purposes.  When we become most concerned with our wellbeing, we 

may miss the redeeming work of God as it occurs among us. When fear replaces 

trust, God’s kingdom grows more distant, less available to us. 

 One of the ways by which this fear has affected Christianity can be seen in 

the number of different denominations and the growth of independent churches.  

Our similarities seem to be overwhelmed by the differences we create in thought 

and practice, all holding firm to the notion that a particular aspect of the way by 

which we do church is the best and sometimes only way to be faithful.  

Admittedly, our divisions are more a product of politics and culture than of 

theology and study.  As soon as the 
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power in the church is noted, there will be those who seek to employ it for personal 

advantage, though that pursuit of power may be justified by a constellation of 

responses.         

 There have been attempts to set aside such differences and divisions in order 

to take up a oneness that represents the way of the reconciling Christ.  While splits 

continue to dominate the landscape of Christianity, there are efforts to create one 

voice, though such work has had uneven success.  The World Methodist Council 

seeks to assemble the many denominations that have grown out of the preaching 

and practice of John Wesley in order that together, Wesley’s people are able to 

present a stronger witness together.  The World Council of Churches as well as the 

smaller National Council of Churches have both provided forums where 

relationships can be built, connections that may result in some common 

expressions of faith.  These witnesses, that faith centers upon the person of Christ 

far more than upon the various responses to his ministry.   

 In the preaching of the Apostle Paul and others, we hear of the way by 

which Christ draws us together, overcoming all that would divide us, especially 

those elements of identity that often separate.  In Paul’s Letter to the Galatians, he 

writes: As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed ourselves with 

Christ, there is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male and female,; for all of your are one in Christ Jesus.”  [Galatians 3.27-

28]  In Paul’s declaration, we sense that the several barriers to unity are 

overwhelmed as the identity as Christian sets aside all of the divisions that have 

brought forth exclusive practices, some of which still exist.  

 This “oneness in Christ” has been the source of efforts even beyond those of 

councils and federations to bring together that which has been separated.  

Gathering denominations into one larger body has been successful in areas of the 

world where we encounter united churches in a particular nation.  The United 

Churches of Canada and the United Churches of Australia include many who 

might otherwise count themselves distinct from other by practice and history.  

Even Methodists are part of these larger bodies, supplying long traditions along 

with other ways of being and thinking. 

 Though the movement has mostly been silenced by other concerns of 

individual churches and denominations, for a period of time in our recent history, 

several denominations joined in conversation about creating a larger body of at 

least Protestant denominations even beyond the formation of councils.  Initially 

called the Consultation on Church Union, there was a hope that we could be 

stronger together than we could ever be separately, stronger in witness, stronger in 

service, stronger even in influence within various societies.   
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Struggles internal to denominations have over shadowed these plans although they 

remain a real possibility for some.  

 Our history as Methodists testifies to our eagerness to divide and separate, to 

hold ourselves distinct from others who claim to be led by the witness of Wesley 

and his genius in organizing for ministry.  We have indeed split over several 

matters including slavery, power given to lay persons, practices of the Holy Spirit 

as well as language and culture.  And we have also been able to come together in a 

“oneness” that healed many of the splits and created a more united movement of 

Methodists.   

Such history may give us hope for the present day. As we struggle to 

discover a way forward together and find ourselves to hold different views about 

who and how we will include identifiable groups of others, we might look to the 

way of Christ as being central to our consideration.  In the gospel read and heard 

today, in addition to other such witnesses, Jesus overwhelms differences by 

identifying how we are greatly like each other.  Do we share in hopes for healing, 

in struggles for justice, in the need for compassion both offered and received, in 

the possibilities for forgiveness and reconciliation, in desire for peace?  Are such 

elements of faith common enough to create firm and strong connections among us? 

If not these, then certainly holding fast to the belief that we are all children 

of a loving, gracious God should be enough for us to set aside all that divides so 

that we might join in a witness to this God who, for Christians, is revealed in the 

life and death and resurrection of Jesus.  Such a strong testimony to the vision, the 

dream of God might be enough for us to rejoice in counting ourselves to be 

beloved brothers and sisters, various though we may be.  

Perhaps this “oneness in Christ” illustrated by Paul but more by a Christ 

who crosses over boundaries that separate the human community into vulnerable 

identities, each seeking survival of self more than prosperity for all. Even in our 

present time, we can learn to better follow this sacrificing servant Christ who 

opens the gates of the Kingdom of God to all people.  Thanks be to God.       
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