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GFUMC Calendar General Conference Report
3/26 10 am Staff Meeting
7:30 pm Foundation
3/27 10 am Book Study
6:30 pm Lenten Study
3/28 7:30 pm Cathedral Choir
3/29 6 pm Basic Lay Servant Class
3/30 8 am Basic Lay Servant Class
3/31 9:30 am Contemporary Service
10:30 am Traditional Service
1 pm Sunday Lunch Program
4/1

6 pm Carillon Ringers
7:30 pm Wesleyan Ringers

4/2

10 am Staff Meeting
5 pm Free Health Clinic

4/3

10 am Book Study
6:30 pm Lenten Study

4/4

7:30 pm Cathedral Choir

4/5

9:30 am Faith and Film

4/7

10:30 am Combined Service
12:15 pm Fellowship Luncheon

4/8

1 pm Blood Drive
6 pm Carillon Ringers
7:30 pm Wesleyan Ringers

4/9

10 am Staff Meeting

4/10 10 am Book Study
6:30 pm Lenten Study
4/11 7:30 pm Cathedral Choir
4/12 10 am Book Club
7 pm Faith and Film
4/13 8 am 2nd Saturday Breakfast
4/14 9:30 am Contemporary Service
10:30 am Traditional Service
4/15 6 pm Carillon Ringers
7:30 pm Wesleyan Ringers

864 delegates from around
the world met from February 2326 in Saint Louis Missouri for a
special session of the General
Conference. I went as an observer
to witness the historical event that
met to discuss LGBTQ, Lesbian,
Gay,
Bisexual,
Transsexual,
Queer, inclusion in the United
Methodist Church. The issue
centered on whether or not the
United Methodist Church can
perform marriages between same
sex couples. Also, the delegates voted on whether or not the denomination can hold
LGBTQ bishops and clergy in good standing and ordain queer persons.
This has been a topic of discussion for decades finding new impetus from legal
and social pressures including the Supreme Court’s landmark ruling in 2015 (Obergefell
v. Hodges) that guaranteed the fundamental right to marry for same-sex couples. After a
mandate from the 2016 General Conference, a 32 member committee known as the
Commission on the Way Forward looked at possible models to address LGBTQ inclusion
in the church.
By the time the special session of the General Conference convened at the Dome
at America’s Center, there were four options on the table: Connectional Conferences,
Simple, One Church, and the Traditionalist plans. Over the course of the conference, two
plans came to the foreground, the One Church Plan and the Traditionalist Plan. The One
Church offered a way for each local church to decide where they would stand on the issue
in hopes of keeping the church in unity even without uniformity.
The Traditionalist Plan offered continued full exclusion while broadening the
definition of: “self-avowed practicing homosexual to include persons living in a
same-sex marriage or civil union or persons who publicly state that they are practicing
homosexuals.” (2019 DCA Advance Addition, p.148). Also, Annual Conferences,
bishops, and local churches needed to certify their compliance with the Discipline’s
standards on the LGBTQ marriage and ordination. If not, Annual Conferences, bishops,
clergy, and local churches needed to exit from the UMC with deleterious property,
pension, and legal ramifications that are still unclear at this point. The Traditionalist plan
as amended was voted in with 461 yes to 359 no, 56.22% to 43.78%.
At this time, we are waiting for the Judicial Council to weigh in on the
constitutionality of the Traditionalist Plan. In the meanwhile, the backlash from the vote
at General Conference is felt at the global, national, and the local church level. At
Glendale First, we are divided on the issue. We have already lost several members from
our church over the decision, and there are some in our congregation that believe what
came out of the special session is the right direction to take. We need to have an open
dialogue on the next steps forward for our church. We will have opportunity to gather and
talk about the issues hopefully in ways that honor and respect viewpoints from both sides.
Through this journey, I hope we can find a clearer understanding of who we are as
Methodists and the meaning of our mission and ministry in the world. John Oh

OUTLOOK
Page 2

BASIC CLASS FOR LAY SERVANT MINISTRIES COURSE
MARCH 2019 AT GLENDALE, CALIFORNIA
WHEN: March 29, 2019 and March 30, 2019
Friday March 29 from 6:30 PM – 9:00 PM
AND Saturday March 30 from 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM
WHERE:
WHAT:
COST:

GLENDALE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
134 North Kenwood St
Glendale, CA 91206
The BASIC Course for Lay Servant Ministries – Instructor: Howard Fallman
$35 through March 25, 2019

About the Course and Instructor:

This Basic Class is designed to help participants understand the ways we are called to serve
Christ’s Church. It is the foundational course for the three main categories of Lay Servant
Ministries, with focuses on Leading, Caring and Communicating. The class is fun, full of
information about our denomination and our Wesleyan background and gives you an
opportunity to develop leadership skills for use in serving your church.
This course will use the Lay Servant Ministries: Basic Course. Completion of the Basic Course
is required before taking an advanced class for credit.
Howard Fallman is Director of Lay Servant Ministries for the California Pacific Annual
Conference of the United Methodist Church. He has been an active member of Glendale
First United Methodist Church since 1995 and has served in multiple capacities in the local
church and the district and conference. Howard is a Certified Lay Minister.
No Childcare is available for this class.
Participants must attend both days to receive course credit.
The link to register: http://www.calpacumc.org/lsmbasicMar19
For more information about this event contact Glendale First United Methodist Church at ardel@glendalemethodist.com or (818) 243-2105.

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND
A pilgrimage to the Holy Land has been scheduled for May 28,
2019. This ten-day trek to Israel will include the area around the Sea of
Galilee, where much of the early ministry of Jesus occurred, as well as
Jerusalem, where he served in his final days. Travel to Bethlehem and to
Masada, Qumran, Jericho and the Dead Sea add historical and
geographical context to the time of Jesus.
Along with holy sites, Roman influences are explored both along
the Mediterranean coast and in the interior of the land.
The pilgrimage is fully escorted with guides offering both interpretation of the sites and assistance in
the travel. This travel will deepen understanding of the Biblical text and provide new insights into the
various histories of the land.
Brochures are now available from the church office. Pastor Rich Garner, the tour’s host, will be glad
to answer questions about participation in this pilgrimage.
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Justice and Compassion Ministries

Rich Garner, Bud Lovick, Tyler Schmidt, John Oh,
Wesley Surento, James Ilagan

Habitat for Humanity
On March 9th, six members from the church went to
volunteer at the Habitat for Humanity Build on
Lomita Ave. in Glendale. It is a six-home
development that would make any homeowner
proud. Some of the future homebuyers were
present fulfilling the minimum 500 hours of
volunteer service or sweat equity as part of their
covenant. The volunteers from the church were
prepared to pound, haul, and hammer under the
supervision of crew leaders working alongside a
professional construction team and other
volunteers. They worked on siding fearlessly
climbing ladders and scaffolding, using pressurized
nail guns, and making sure everything was leveled
and in the right place. Nancy Delira, the Faith
Relations Coordinator with Habitat for the San
Gabriel Valley, came out to meet our church
volunteers and managed to take some photos. We
will have more opportunities to volunteer. Save the
date: June 8th is the next volunteer date!

Bud Lovick with a nail gun and a siding cutter.

Glendale First UMC
Our God is just,
and as followers of God,
we are committed to be
a people of Justice; God
is also merciful, and as
followers of God, we are
committed to be a people who show mercy. Both
mercy and justice are characteristics of God, and as
Christians, we are committed to both. We hope you
will join us in this vital work.
Having recently evolved from the Church
and Society Committee amidst challenging times,
our renamed Justice & Compassion Ministry,
believes it has a mission to engage the world in
transformative ways by seeking to address the needs
and concerns of our congregation and to respond to
the issues of the public square. One of our goals is to
help educate the church about the UMC positions on
a variety of societal issues and equip congregants to
be more engaged in peace and justice work through
advocacy opportunities.
We continue to be involved with mission
related work in our conference as well as local,
national, and international nonprofits. Our ministry
is fourfold: support or fundraise, attend events or
public activities, share information, and offer guest
speakers and workshops.
Habitat for Humanity is one group we have
volunteered with and donated to. We have
encouraged the use of Fair Trade products. We have
helped bring Family Promise from back East and
established the organization here. We recently had
our first Neighborhood Immigration Clinic. We
have shown informational films like, “Inside Job”
that explained the economic meltdown of 2008. The
League of Women Voters provided our
congregation vital information on various
Proposition issues. Fundraising and special
presentation events at The Museum of Social Justice
provide another opportunity to support advocacy
efforts.
Our monthly meetings, held every second
Wednesday at 12:30 p.m., are open to
everyone. For more information, please feel free to
approach any of our Ministry members.
Mary West & Luis Y. Buktaw

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
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Prayer Concerns:
Angelica and Mitchell, Friend of Danny Ray, Marion and Tom Badger,
Quinton, Elsa Cano, Rosa Chou, Don and Mary Galleher, Phyllis Hoover, Andy
Hubbard, Jim Isenman, Thomas Koronas, Corrine MacDonald, Bennie
Martinez, JoAnn McBride, Mary Jo, Maylene Miguel, Sharlene Palos, Mitch
Pomerantz, Elma Przybyla, Cecy Quintana, Michael Steciuk, Nancy Sulahian,
Shirley Taglinao, Cynthia Taylor, Shirley Tice, Veril, Mary West.
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In Memoriam
Community Blood Drive
First United Methodist Church
Carlson Fellowship Center – North Wing
Monday, April 8, 2019
1:00 pm to 7:00 pm

June Colton

To make your life-saving appointment, please call
the church office at (818) 243-2105 or go ONLINE
to: www.redcrossblood.org Enter the sponsor code
Glendalemethodist.

We mourn,
but not as those without hope…

March 7, 2019

