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GFUMC Calendar
12/18 10:30 am Staff Meeting
5 pm Free Health Clinic
12/19 10 am Bible Study

Christmas Eve Services

10 am Salvation Army Bell Ringing

5:30 p.m.
A Family Service of
Lessons and Carols

7 pm Bible Study
12/20 7:30 pm Cathedral Choir
12/21 7 pm Faith and Film
7:30 pm Friday Night Fellowship
12/22 10 am Salvation Army Bell Ringing
12/23 9:30 am Contemporary Service
10:30 am Traditional Service

The children and youth of the church will lead the congregation through
the story of Christ’s birth in song and action. There are many
opportunities to participate and enjoy favorite Christmas carols in this
festive celebratory worship service.

4 pm Caroling
12/24 Christmas Eve

10:30 p.m.
A Candlelight Service of
Lessons and Carols

5:30 pm Christmas Eve Family
Service
10:30 PM Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
12/25 Merry Christmas
Church Office is closed

The Cathedral Choir, along with families from the church will offer traditional
“Lessons and Carols” in this candlelight celebration of Christ’s birth.

12/26 1:30 pm Train Game

Invite a neighbor or friend to join you.

12/27 7:30 pm Cathedral Choir
12/28 7:30 pm Friday Night Fellowship
12/30 9:30 am Contemporary Service
10:30 am Traditional Service
12 noon Christmas Dinner
12/31 8 pm Al Anon Monday Stepped-Up
2019
1/1

Happy New Year
Church Office is closed

1/2

10 am Bible Study

Christmas, New Year’s, Epiphany
Sunday, December 30th: Christmas dinner will be offered after church in the
Carlson Fellowship Center.
Monday, December 31st: We will gather in the chancel of the Sanctuary to
Watch Night Service
join in a service of covenant and communion as we
consider the coming New Year at 8:00 p.m.

7 pm Bible Study
1/3

7:30 pm Cathedral Choir

1/4

9:30 am Faith and Film

Sunday, January 6th:
King’s Cake Reception

We mark Epiphany with the arrival of the Magi and the
sharing of the King’s Cake. Join us after church in the
Carlson Fellowship Center for a King’s Cake reception.
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FEBRUARY 16-18, 2019
WINTER CAMP

---Exploring our
emotions
Happy, frustrated, sad,
worried, surprised, excited:
all of these emotions and
tons more are part of who we are. Our emotional well being is a vital part of our health. We are going to spend the
weekend with Joy, Sadness and the crew of Inside Out
talking about how important our emotions are, and how
we can use our faith to be emotionally healthy.
Winter Camp will begin at 10 am on Saturday, February 16th and conclude at 10 am on Monday, February 18th
(Presidents Day). Registration is now OPEN! Register at:
https://calpaccamps.campbrainregistration.com/

THE BLOOD DRIVE – A Report
Representatives of the Red Cross who
came December 9 to receive donations were
grateful that response from both church and
community exceeded the goal set for us.
From the Red Cross representative: “I cannot
thank you enough for all you do! 72 lives
were saved due to all of your compassion,
efforts and dedication.” Several donated for
the first time while others have returned to this
practice of giving.
Our next blood drive is scheduled for
Sunday, July 7, 2019 from 9:00 a.m. to
3 p.m. in the North Wing. Plan now to
participate in this life-giving ministry.

Hope to see you at CAMP WRIGHTWOOD!!!
Elementary Camp; grades 2-5
Jr./Sr. High Camp; grades 6-12
$130 for 2 nights, 6 meals (scholarships available)
PROCESSION OF FAITHFUL WITNESSES – An Update
As of December 11, 2018, the church has received 82 Estimate of Giving cards and along with the
projected contribution of others based upon giving in 2018, we can expect that $334,000 will be offered to
underwrite the 2019 budget. New estimates were received from 19 households while 22 households
increased giving expectations for this new year.
We rejoice in the many blessings showered upon us and are grateful for the opportunity to share them
with others, along with our witness to the presence and activity of our loving, gracious God.
Any who wish to submit an “estimate of giving” now are invited to contact Gigi Schmutzer if an
estimate card is needed.

THE UPPER ROOM - DISCIPLINES
A BOOK OF DAILY DEVOTIONS 2019
Each year, The Upper Room offers this best-selling book of insightful
devotions to help people spend daily time with God. Fifty-three writers from
diverse Christian backgrounds encourage us to immerse ourselves in scripture and
apply its truths to our lives.
Each day of this powerful devotional guide offers a selected Bible
reading, a meditation on the scripture passage, and a prayer or suggestion for
reflection. The scriptures are drawn from the Revised Common Lectionary.
Pick up your copy in the church office for only $14.00.
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FAITH AND FILM
The film to be presented at the December Faith and Film program will
be White Christmas. A successful song-and-dance team become romantically
involved with a sister act and team up to save the failing Vermont inn of their
former commanding general.
Come and enjoy the film on December 21 at 7 pm, with a light supper
included. Shown in Room 151.
All are invited to join others in enjoying the film and discussing how
the story reflects and informs our faith.

FINANCIAL PEACE January 13 through March 31, 2019

As Jesus speaks repeatedly about money and
its use, we can wonder how we might better employ
this blessing as it is provided to us. The Financial
Peace University offers a nine-week consideration of
stewardship of these gifts from the perspective of
faith.
During these sessions, the various aspects of financial decisions in our era will be explored. These
will include developing discussion among those responsible for family finances, credit card use, financing
large purchases, retirement funding, charitable giving, wills and legacies and other matters of concern for
all who wish to live harmoniously regarding questions of wealth.
This nine-week class presents biblical, practical steps on how to get rid of debt, manage your money,
and spend and save wisely. This proven money class will show you step-by-step how to create a budget,
pay off your debt, make wise spending decisions, and save for the future.
For questions, more information or to register, call the church office at 818-243-2105. This series of
practical seminars will be held on Sunday afternoons beginning January 13 and concluding March 31.
Printed materials will enable people to extend learning.
Look for the announcement of signups for these seminars.

We celebrate the birth of Shuri Cara
to
Chris and Sharra Borja
on December 6, 2018.

Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors
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Prayer Concerns:
Friend of Danny Ray, Tom Badger, Nasreen Beharilal, Elsa Cano, Rosa Chou,
Don and Mary Galleher, Cameron Hoover, Mike Hubbard, Keith Jackson and
family, Gail Klapenbach, Corrine MacDonald, Mary Jo, Sharlene Palos, Tony
and Helen Phoon, Cecy Quintana, Christa Rittewoth, Judy Schultz, Michael
Steciuk, Nancy Sulahian, Shirley Taglinao, Cynthia Taylor, Veril, Mary West.
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SCAMS – II
‘Tis the season”---actually, any season will do. Scams continue to be perpetrated on people whose fears often preclude
obtaining more information before deciding to respond.
Calls to receive millions of dollars from the will of a wealthy Nigerian continue to drop into our e-mails. This fantastic
scam has found a cousin which operates out of fear rather than greed. One may receive an extortion e-mail (as your pastor and
others have), demanding a bitcoin sum of more than $7,000.00 lest this extortionist circulate video of the victim (or the pastor) in
the act of viewing pornography. Threats declaring that any contact with authorities would result in the immediate circulation of
such videos are included.
Any such brazen request should be discounted with no reply Better yet, do not open e-mails that arrive from any but
known sources. Delete, delete, delete.
Scammers operate with the expectation that fears will cause the recipient of such activity to act illogically, willingly
acceding to such demands before thinking or investigating. One such scammed individual sent several hundred dollars on behalf of
the stated need of a friend before even contacting that friend to learn of the (in)authenticity of the need. Scammers are skilled at
raising fears that overwhelm unwary recipients including faked voice pleas for immediate assistance for someone in great distress.
Speak to someone else before responding to such activity and these fears may be set aside.

