
COME AND SEE 
 

John 1:29-42 

 

 Though they share the same name, the John of the wilderness and the John 

of gospel are two different men with a differing part in the gospel tradition.  The 

John we encounter in John’s gospel is the one who points to the true nature of this 

one who has so recently been baptized by this John and the Holy Spirit.  The other 

John is credited not only with a gospel but also several letters that appear later and 

some would suggest even the one who writes the Book of Revelation.  One John is 

a prophet and it is proposed that the other is an apostle.  The early verses of John’s 

gospel develop the identity of this Jesus of Nazareth.  John writes: “In the 

beginning was the Word and the Word was with God.  Continuing even in this 

passage, John  writes of Jesus as Son of God, Rabbi, and Messiah. The entire 

Gospel according to John will reveal and develop the identity of Jesus both through 

responses of others and my fully, through the actions and interactions he 

undertakes.   

 Critical to our understanding of Jesus is the invitation that is extended by 

one to another and then that one to still another.  Those willing to follow seemingly 

do so having been introduced to Jesus by another.  Most who come into the 

presence of Jesus are eager to share their discovery with others, though not all will 

receive their words.  Over the years, these disciples will become apostles, taking 

up responsibility to witness to Jesus as Christ, John the writer, the evangelist, 

likely among them.  Though they would circulate the reputation of Jesus, it seemed 

better to urge people to “come and see”.   

 We encounter this invitation in the portion of John’s gospel read today and it 

will be repeated, perhaps even by us.  The words “come and see” may resonate 

with our fascination with the visual as well as our tendency to doubt until we can 

see it for ourselves.  The invitation builds openness to the nature of Christ in that 

one tantalizes the curiosity of another with such words.  Good evangelism---that is 

sharing the message of Christ---is often more effective as others “come and see” 

even in these days.  Reputations may encourage or discourage but until one meets a 

witness to this Christ and observes how the life of this witness is transformed by 

the Christ, the invitation does not often bear enough power and energy to fully 

engage.   

John the Baptizer first declares that Jesus is the Lamb of God, another way 

of knowing him.  Our imaginings about lambs, if we have another beyond the 

roasted dish on the table, tend to emphasize the purity and vulnerability of a 

newborn.  Both these attributes would be appropriate for a sacrifice and such a title 
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 would fit in well in the sacrificial system of Israel.  Let us remember, however, 

that lambs were reserved for the festival of Passover, a time of celebrating 

liberation of oppressed people.  It is the blood of this lamb that is to be smeared on 

the door frame as the people remember those who were “passed over” when the 

killing spirit come into the land.  Further, this lamb was to have qualities that 

suggested purity and be prepared in a specific way that would cause it to become 

part of the religious festival of Passover.  Therefore, the lamb of God comes not to 

be sacrificed to appease God but rather is brought forth to recall the liberating of 

the Hebrew people through God’s acts in Moses, Aaron, and Miriam.   

Later religious tradition would declare Jesus to be ‘the Lamb of God that 

takes away the sins of the world.” thus suggesting a relationship with individuals.  

Jesus becomes, in a declaration of belief, “my Lord and Savior”, the one who 

removes the stain of sin from the believer.  Attending carefully to the witness of 

John’s gospel, one encounters the one “sin” rather than “sins”, offering the 

revelation that Jesus comes to take away the sin of the world and replace it with 

trust in God.  This has always been the case, trust in God being necessary for 

fullness of life, but human history developed the hope that it might influence God 

with the willingness to offer a sacrifice rather than receive such forgiveness out of 

the steadfast and limitless grace of God.  The willingness to choose a religious 

statement over the Words of scripture does have consequences in one’s 

understanding of relationship to God.  If Jesus takes away the sins, specific sins, 

does this limit forgiveness to those who follow him.  Or is forgiveness and saving 

grace offered to all the world through this Christ?  We may have become more 

willing to limit the forgiving grace of God to those who believe as we do rather 

than to understand that God’s grace is extended beyond the boundaries we might 

build to segregate ourselves from those who believe differently---or not at all.  Is 

the Kingdom of God only for those who believe?  Or does it flow beyond the 

barriers we would wish to erect against others? 

The interplay throughout the Gospel of John centers on witness: Jesus’ 

witness to the world and the witness of others within the world.  The woman at the 

well, the one who has had five husbands and now carries out an adulterous 

relationship, this woman hears and sees and experiences the witness of Jesus and it 

is she who returns to her family and neighborhood and who urges all to come and 

see this Jesus.  Disciples do share their faith with others not only to bring forth 

compassion and justice, healing and hope but also to invite others to join in such 

witness, such testimony.  Several accounts of healing result in the healed one 

wishing to follow Jesus.  Some are invited others to join Jesus in his missionary 

adventure while others are commanded to remain within their villages and witness 

to this rabbi, this Messiah, this savior among the people in that place.   
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“Come and see” remains the invitation of gospel and of church.  Though we might 

be effective and even winsome in our words about Jesus, it is frequently the case 

that we invite others to join us in church, whether it be in worship or in other 

activities of the congregation.  We expect that through the work of the Holy Spirit, 

any who come and see will encounter the living Christ who urges and equips 

disciples to share good news.   

We might pose this invitation to “come and see” in very specific ways.  We 

have invested much in preparing to be, as a congregation, more accessible and 

more hospitable.  Walls have been removed and doorways replaced.  Ability to 

move from one floor to another is almost completed.  Serving the needs of those 

who come is now possible through ramps and restrooms.  Now we must raise the 

invitation of “come and see”.  Such a program will invite people to agree in pairs 

to welcome those who might venture through the new doors, now that they are able 

to see that there is something of importance and value behind the walls.  

Hospitality will be presented by people who not only welcome people into the 

sanctuary but also make themselves available to join the inquirer in conversation 

about the church and its ministries.  We will post a banner alerting passersby to the 

possibility of coming to see and we will do everything possible to represent the 

church well.  Training will be offered to those willing to serve in this way.  

Will there be response?  We have already learned of those expressing both 

surprise and delight to learn what has been so carefully hidden behind the walls.  In 

another instance, a young person was unexpectedly discovered in the sanctuary and 

when asked how he might be served simply responded that he had always wanted 

to see the inside of the building.  Likewise with an architectural student who 

photographed the interior and exterior of the sanctuary having learned about the 

building in a class.  We can expect that out of the groups of people who walk 

Broadway, particularly on the weekends and in the evening, that some will want to 

“come and see”.  Perhaps they will want to return at another time when they not 

only see but come to know about the ministry of this church.    

This will not be the only effort to encourage people to “come and see”.  We 

can expect and hope that these words will be spoken by each of us as we encounter 

people in this area or in our circles of movement throughout our days.  Further, we 

will be prepared to share pertinent programs and activities that are part of this 

congregation and its ministries.  It will require us to not only be ready to invite 

another to “come and see” but that we be ready to “go and tell”. taking up the 

ancient role of apostle, the one who is sent to bear witness to Christ, bringing the 

light of the Prophet Isaiah to the world. 

As was the case with the one whose name he took as his own, Martin Luther 

King, Jr. found himself being unable to “do not other.”  He would stand on the  
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 foundation of faith in God, especially as expressed in compassion and justice and 

many would come and see the hope that he offered.  There were numerous times 

when it would have been easier and safer to return to his pulpit in Atlanta and 

enjoy the role of pastor to the people of that congregation.  But the prophetic call 

would not, could not be denied and he was able through word and action to stir the 

nation into considering a new understanding of its identity as a people, one people, 

who would strive for justice for all.  Others would come and see and then, having 

been changes by the experience, would go and spread the word of this peace.          

At the conclusion of this morning’s gospel lesson, Andrew brings his brother 

Simon to come and see Jesus.  As Jesus is introduced, his changes Simon’s name 

to “Cephas” or in Greek, “Peter”.  In either language, Simon becomes a “rock” 

upon which the Jesus movement will be built.  Jesus came to see in him a new 

creation, one who will be identified not by his family but by his faith.  This 

transformation may happen to us as we invite others to “come and see”.  God 

offers such a blessing.  Thanks be to God.  Amen.   .        
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