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Freeport Mennonite Church (FMC) believes that God wonderfully and unchangeably creates each person as 

male or female. These two distinct, complementary genders and sexes together reflect the image and nature of 

God, and, as such, one's biological sex and complimentary gender are not to be rejected. (Gen. 1:26-27) 

We believe that the term "marriage" has only one meaning: the union of one biological man and one 

biological woman in a single, exclusive, lifelong union that is procreative in nature, as delineated in Scripture. 

(Gen 2:18-25; Eph 5:22-33) We believe that God intends sexual intimacy to occur only between a biological man 

and a biological woman who are married to each other. (1 Cor 6:18, 7:2-5; Heb 13:4) We believe that any form 

of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, 

and use of pornography) is contrary to Biblical teaching. (Lev 19:6-23; Matt 15:18-20; 1 Cor 6:9-10) 

We believe that God offers forgiveness and restoration to all who seek His mercy and forgiveness 

through Jesus Christ. (Acts 3:19-21; Rom 10:9-10; 1 Cor 6:9-11; Eph 2:1-5; Titus 2:11-14) 

We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and dignity. Hateful 

and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual or group are to be renounced and are not in 

accord with Scripture or the confessions of faith of FMC. (Mark 12:28-31; Luke 6:31-36) 

We believe that to preserve the function and integrity of FMC and the mission of the church that Jesus 

Christ has called us to and provide a biblical example to the FMC members and the community, it is essential 

that all persons employed by or who represent FMC in any leadership, teaching, worship team or membership 

capacity, live by this Statement on Marriage, Gender, and sexuality. (Matt 5:16; Philip 2:14-16; 1 Thess 5:22) 

We confess some of us have focused more on theology with little attention to how to show Christ's love 

to those who identify as LGBTQ+. We are deceived if we think that what we consider sound biblical exposition 

and interpretation is a substitute for demonstrating the love of Jesus.  

We confess some of us have prioritized preserving our "rightness". We have not risked giving grace. 

Instead, some of us have offered LGBTQ+ individuals and their families mostly rejection, shame, and conditional 

love. 

We confess many have not treated LGBTQ+ individuals with kindness and compassion. Instead, we have 

cultivated a culture of isolation and fear. We have turned a blind eye to dehumanizing rhetoric. 

We commit to look for….to trust ….to explore how God is at work in the church. 


