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Purpose:  To provide a reasonably safe, loving, and open environment for the children and youth at Freeport 

Mennonite Church as they interact with adults and are nurtured in their Christian faith; to serve as a guide for 

the prevention of any type of abuse by establishing standards of ethical behavior; to protect the adults involved 

with children and youth. 
 

Rationale:  We cannot assume abuse will not occur simply because we are a church.  We need to be clear about 

what steps we have taken and continue to take to protect our children and youth. 
 

According to the “325ILCS5/Abused and Neglected Reporting Act”,  

1.) Physical abuse exists when a child or youth has a non-accidental injury. 

a)  And, when a controlled substance is given to any child or youth for any purpose other than what is  

     prescribed for the child or youth. 

2.) Sexual abuse exists when an adult uses a child or youth as a part of any type of sexual act. 

3.) Physical neglect is when an adult does not provide basic needs or supervision for the child or youth. 
 

We must be prepared in both knowledge and practice to prevent child abuse and neglect and be ready to 

strengthen and educate families. This policy applies to all church activities including, but not limited to, Sunday 

School, youth activities, Vacation Bible School, Awana, and nursery.  We commit to: 
 

1.) Offer training. 

a. Training and materials on abuse prevention will be offered annually to all adults in the congregation, 

and especially to teachers and leaders of children and youth. A copy of the Child/Adult Protection 

Policy will also be given to each leader/teacher of children and youth to refresh their knowledge of the 

policy’s information.  They will be asked to acknowledge, in writing, that they have read it and will 

abide by the policy. These forms will be kept in the Child Protection Team file. 

b. Training will be provided every two years for all children and youth, ages preschool through 12th grade, 

covering topics such as safety, empowerment, and boundaries.  This training will be appropriate to the 

child’s age group. “Circle of Grace”, a Dove’s Nest recommended resource, will be used.  Parents are 

welcome to attend the training with their children and youth. 
 

2.) Make our church facility safe for children and youth. 

a. Windows will be placed in all doors where children or youth ministry is conducted. 

b. A fully stocked first-aid kit will be available in the church building … in the cabinet at the top of the 

north basement steps.   
 

3.) Provide safe and adequate supervision to children and youth. 

a. Two adults will be present for all church activities for children and youth. 

b. A youth/minor will never teach/care for children without going through the training on abuse 

prevention first, and never without two supervising adults available. 

c. Church workers will obtain written parental permission for children and youth to participate in trips 

and off-campus activities. These completed forms will be kept in the Child Protection Team file. In 

addition, a copy will go with the supervising adults on the trips and off-campus activities. 

d. We will practice and model appropriate touch and healthy boundaries. See “Additional Guidelines to 

Aid in Child/Adult Protection”. 

e. Guidelines for child-to-child and youth-to-youth contact will be followed.  See “Additional Guidelines 

to Aid in Child/Adult Protection”. 



f. Guidelines for the discipline of children and youth will be followed.  See “Additional Guidelines to Aid 

in Child/Adult Protection”. 
 

4.) Attend to related personnel issues. 

a. A background check will be conducted on all teachers/leaders of children by checking the “National 

Sex Offender Registry and Judici.com will also be checked. 

b. Volunteers must have regular involvement in the church for at least six months and go through a 

membership class before they are permitted to become a teacher/leader of children or youth. 
 

5.) Deal appropriately with allegations of abuse. 

a. If a child or youth discloses abuse, or if child abuse is suspected, that person who received the disclosure 

or has the suspicion of abuse should immediately report to the Dept. of Children and Family Services 

hotline number at 800-252-2873. If there is uncertainty as to whether a situation requires reporting, it 

will be referred to the pastor, Child Protection Team member, or another church leader knowledgeable 

in the area of child abuse. 

b. When the victim and alleged offender are both in the church congregation, we will follow these 

additional steps: 

• Immediately relieve the alleged offender from all responsibilities involving contact with children 

and youth until the conclusion of the investigation. 

• Within 48 hours, notify all parents whose child or youth may have encountered the alleged offender.  

Let them know that allegations have been made and reported. (Leadership needs to consider the 

likelihood that more than one individual has been harmed.) 

• Inform area conference leadership. 

• After the investigation, follow all legal directives for the offender.  Inform the entire church, as 

secrecy not only makes children/youth unsafe, it also does not help the offender. 

• Make pastoral care available to all involved, prioritizing the needs of the victim. 

c. We realize people, who have been convicted of a child sexual offense, can be repentant for their 

behavior and be redeemed.  Therefore, they may be allowed involvement again with children and youth 

ministry only after consultation with the Ministry Team, Congregational Officers, and  Dove’s Nest; if  

Dove’s Nest experience would be beneficial to our decision making. 

d. All parents of children and youth in the church will be notified if there is a registered sex offender 

attending church, if and when deemed necessary after consultation with the Ministry Team and 

Congregational Officers. 
 

6.) Consider technology, video conference, and social media safety concerns. 

a. Adults will limit one-on-one electronic communications with children and youth. 

b. Parents, or other adults, will be copied on emails and kept apprised of ongoing texting or phone 

conversations. 

c. Photos of children or youth will NOT be shared on Personal social media platforms without permission 

via signed consent. 
 

This policy will be implemented and facilitated by a “Child Protection Team” of at least two individuals 

appointed by the Church Officers and Ministry Team.  The policy will be posted on the church website and on 

premises. It will be reviewed and updated every four years.  

 

 

This policy is modelled after “Dove’s Nest” resources.   
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