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Welcome to 

Freeport Mennonite Church 
 

August 29, 2021 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

8/29/21 @ Noon Congregational Meeting & Potluck 

9/2/21 @ 6:00 p.m. VBS/WMS Tie & Pie Event (see pg 1) 

9/4/21 @ 11:00 a.m. Mabel Pfile Rupp Memorial Service 

9/11/21 @ 6:30 p.m. Couples Date Night in the APR (see pg 1) 

9/15/21 @ 6:00 p.m. AWANA (kids K-6th grade) 

9/19/21 @ 10:30 a.m. Church in the Park w/potluck 

10/10/21 @ 10:30 a.m. Heritage Sunday & Taste of FMC 

4/30 – 5/1/22 Revival Weekend 

10/8-9/22 Celebration Weekend 

 

THINGS TO KNOW… 
 

Potluck today following the service.  Please bring table service and 

two dishes to pass.  The semi-annual Congregational meeting will 

follow the potluck. 
 

The church picnic will be held Sunday, September 19th with a church 

service at 10:30 in the Dakota Park pavilion. There will not be any 

Sunday School.  There is a small parking area on the south side of the 

pavilion.  Otherwise, there is parking on the street.  Please bring 2 

dishes to pass and your own table service.  Drinks will be 

provided.  There are picnic tables, but you may bring your own 

lawn chairs if you prefer.   You are welcome to bring a game for the 

fellowship time after the meal. 
 

WHAT: Combined VBS/WMS Tie & Pie Event 

WHEN: Thursday, September 2 @ 6:00 PM 

This event will replace the normal daytime WMS and will include 

knotting the VBS Comforter along with other comforters. Anyone 

willing to tie knots & enjoy a piece of pie and ice cream is 

welcome to join WMS ladies and VBS’ers in this VBS Wrap-Up 

event. If you have questions, please contact Karen Pfile. 
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Mabel Pfile Rupp Memorial Service:  There will be a memorial 

service to honor the life of Mabel Pfile Rupp on September 4, 2021 

@ 11:00 a.m. in the APR at FMC.  Aunt Mabel was born and grew 

up on Winneshiek Road and was baptized at FMC.  She lived her 

adult life in Ohio, Michigan and Florida, returning to Freeport in 

2016.  She again attended FMC as long as she was able.  She passed 

away January 15, 2021. 
 

Couples Date Night:  Join us September 11th @ 6:30 p.m. for our 

first Couples Date Night!  We will plan on meeting in the APR for 

an evening of games, snacks and planning.  If you plan on attending 

bring snack food to share, your calendar and creativity!  We will be 

planning the upcoming months activities.  Please contact Dottie 

Delgadillo or Janet Weber if you plan on joining us. 
 

Help Wanted: Needed for church year 2021-2022: 1) Director of 

Children’s Ministries.  Please see Karen Shoemaker if you have 

questions and/or feel called and can volunteer for either position.   

 

 

 PRAYER REQUESTS 

Health 

Misc. 

✓ Harvey Wolf 

✓ College Students:  Adrian Delgadillo, Caleb 

Moss, Faith Weber, Paige Weber 

✓ Jane, Emmanuel, Namushi, Beverly, Joshua & 

Chipego (AWANA sponsored MICS students) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

8/30 Chad Weber 

 

Let’s  
Celebrate! 
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We'd like to invite all men to our Men's Retreat September 10-

11! Join us for a short retreat learning from the Word of God 

and gathering with other guys on our grounds! While there 

will be optional activities for your free time like playing on the 

Adventure Education course, a corn hole tournament, and a 

service project of wood splitting, we also are leaving space 

for the Spirit to lead you in retreat as you desire. You can even 

bring your fishing pole and spend time relaxing at the lake. 

 
 

When we look at all the narrative in the Bible, 

God often forged His people through fiery trials 

for His glory! 

 

Our theme is Forge, with teachings from 1 Timothy 4:7-8. Our 

speaker, Thavisith Mounsithiraj, will lead us through 

scripture to find wise instruction and motivation to live life 

like Jesus did. The schedule for this weekend, guidelines, and 

more information on our speaker can be found here on the 

website.  There are two options to join in: as a commuter or 

spending the night on campus. Whichever option you'd prefer, 

we're looking forward to serving you!  The deadline to register 

is September 3rd. 

 

http://hhtkr.smtptrail.com/tracking/qaR9ZGHmBQZ1AmD4ZmN0ZGHmBQN0BPM5qzS4qaR9ZQbjIj
http://hhtkr.smtptrail.com/tracking/qaR9ZGHmBQZ1AmD4ZmN0ZGHmBQN0BPM5qzS4qaR9ZQbjIj
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Menno Haven Work Day – Saturday October 2, 2021 Gather at 

Lakeview Lodge for a light breakfast before heading off in teams 

to work on the morning projects.  This is a great family friendly 

way to volunteer!  Gather for lunch and check out the newly 

renovated patio in front of the Dining Hall at Lakeview Lodge. 

Projects will continue after lunch until around 4 pm.  Come for all 

or part of the day.  Contact David Graybill for more information. 

MCC Prayer Requests: 

You can provide relief in Haiti: The people of Haiti need our help. 

Families who have already suffered so much have been hit once 

again. The 7.2 magnitude earthquake killed at least 1,300 people 

and injured many more. Thousands are sleeping outside, with little 

food and no protection from the elements. With your help, we can 

reach the people most affected by this tragic event. Your gifts will 

provide emergency support. Donate today at mcc.org/haiti-

earthquake.  

  

We invite your prayers for the people of Afghanistan and for a 

peaceful conclusion to the current tension and fear 

  

Prayer for Afghanistan  

God of safe passage, open the way.   

God of hospitality, prepare rooms to receive.   

God of protection, envelop those in danger.   

God of peace, remove the seed and tools of violence.   

God of tears, hold us in your embrace.   

Oh, Afghanistan! May peace flow down like cooling rain.  

  

Written by Kirstin De Mello, Program and Communications Coordinator 

for MCC U.S. Washington Office.  

 

 

 

 

https://donate.mcc.org/cause/haiti-earthquake
https://donate.mcc.org/cause/haiti-earthquake
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Spiritual Practices  

Sunday School Class 
 

Signing up for this class of spiritual practices, you will be 

committing to taking on personal and corporate spiritual 

disciplines. In addition, you will be committing to sharing honestly 

with one another about the state of your soul. Finally, this class has 

one aim that you will personally move a little further along with 

the Spirit of Jesus. 
 

As followers of Christ, whether we are new to faith or we are 

looking to have our faith rekindled, this is a way we can continue in 

discipleship to Jesus and continue growing. The gospel of Christ 

offers us a new life through an experience of intimacy with our 

Creator and becoming like Him. Theology, at its best, keeps us from 

wandering away from the genuine experience of the Spirit, but it 

doesn't save us. Correct beliefs do not save. However, personally 

experiencing Jesus, a spiritual intimacy that is beyond words, does. 

This spiritual formation group aims to immerse us in practices, that 

over time, will bring about our personal transformation and expose 

us to a method for continuing our path with Jesus. But note: how 

the Spirit may work within us may be quite different for each 

person. Each person has a different backstory and personality. The 

goal is to provide a context where we might encounter God. 
 

This spiritual formation group is limited to 10 spiritually open 

people who will commit to the group and the assigned practices 

over several weeks. Therefore, you must be willing to commit to 

every week for several months for this group work. (Baring illness, 

or any other unforeseen complication) 

 

❖ Every week we will have discussions about the assigned 

reading and spiritual practices. READING IS EXPECTED 

TO BE DONE BEFORE CLASS. 

❖ We will have assignments (spiritual practices) that are to be 

engaged between our group gatherings. (I cannot express 

how important it is to take the spiritual practices seriously. 



- 6 - 

 

 

Otherwise, the group meetings will become a waste for you and 

everyone else.) 

❖ You will be required to keep a journal and bring it to class. 

The journal's purpose is to reflect on the personal 

assignments, so when you are finished with the group, you 

can look back through the journal and see all that God did. 

Our Primary text for this class is Yamasaki, April. Sacred Pauses: 

Spiritual Practices for Personal Renewal. Herald Press 2013 ISBN 978-

0-8361-9685-6.  We will also have other readings for reflection, 

which will be passed out in class.  
 

We may also take a look at Merton, Thomas. New Seeds of 

Contemplation. New Directions, 2007. ISBN-10: 0811217248 ISBN-

13: 978-0811217248 if time permits 
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FREEPORT MENNONITE CHURCH 

3416 East Brick School Rd · Freeport, IL 61032 · 815.255.0943 

freeportmennonitechurch@gmail.com · 

freeportmennonite.com 

Facebook:  Freeport Mennonite Church  

 

 
 

Minister of Discipleship/Pastor: 

 

 

      

 

FMC Care Coordinator: Stephanie Hawes 815-255-0943 ext. 

3 

** Contact for prayer requests, health, and emergency 

needs** 

 

 
Congregational Officers Ministry Team 

Steve Pfile, Chair Pastor Kenneth Hawes, Discipleship 

Julio Delgadillo, Asst. Chair Chad Weber, Community 

Elton Pfile, Past Chair Diane Graybill Pineda, Worship                        

Janet Lubbers, Secretary Karen Shoemaker, Mission 

Norman Oyer, Treasurer  
 

 

Staff 

Secretary  Janet Weber (c) 815.541.9397 / (o) 815.552.1866 

 

 

 

 Empowered by the Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves to lovingly reach 

out to all people and to bring them into a growing relationship with 

God our Father through His Son Jesus Christ. 

Pastor Kenneth Hawes, 815.552.1868 

Email:  pastor.fmc.3416@gmail.com  

mailto:freeportmennonitechurch@gmail.com

