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Christ of Calvary Covenant Church 

Jbe work Begins 

In 1957, a prayer group began meeting each week at the 

home of Sister Sarah Douglas under the leadership of 

Brother Abner L. Fortson. The emphasis and effort of 
the members of the group were directed towards street 
evangelism. As a result of the street evangelism, many 

accepted Christ as their personal savior and the atten

dance grew. Brother Fortson, (who always wanted to be 
called Brother or Pastor opposed to Reverend) along with 
the members of the group, saw the beginning of a new 

church congregation. God continued to increase the 
membership and in 1958, a worship facility was secured at 2013 South 6th Street. The church was 

called Christ Mission Center. That same month the Lord blessed with a radio ministry. It was broadcast 

as "Voice of the Trumpet" on radio station WCAM. 
Christ Mission Center, is where Christ was being 

preached and many received the Lord as their 

Personal Savior. This continued growth made it 

necessary to relocate the congregation a second 

time. Before the end of 1958, Christ Mission 

members began to share services at Lovely Baptist 

Church in the 700 block of Mercy St. with Reverend 

Advent on Tuesday evenings. 

God continued to multiply the church's membership 

and an even larger facility was needed. Therefore, in 

1959 Christ Mission moved to 5934 Haverford 

Avenue to conduct services. The church name was 

changed to Cross of Calvary Church. Mr. Valentine, 
the building's owner offered the building. During this time, Brother Dyer who was a member at the time 

was instrumental in helping with the work of the church. 

In January 1960, Pastor Fortson was directed by the Lord to 

move to 500 South 61st Street with Brother Mack Locklear. 

The mortgage was $70.00 per month. The neighbors called 

it "The Red Door Church" because the door was red. 

(Pastor Fortson called it the church downstairs after the New 

church was built). On June 15, 1962, the congregation 

voted unanimously that the church be renamed Christ of 

Calvary Church. The church of Jesus Christ is not devoid of 

struggle and Christ of Calvary was no exception. It was dif

ficult, at times, and sometimes even impossible for the 

church to meet its financial obligations. At one point, the 

mortgage on the building was not paid for over a year 
because the congregants were under financial duress. The Word shows us, in numerous instances, that 
faith is strengthened through trial and tribulations. For that entire year the church did not receive one 

delinquent notice. The cloud was over this church as Pastor Fortson often told us. The Lord provided 
Pastor Fortson with encouragement and affirmation of his mission and He, in turn, was able to encour
age the members so that the church prospered spiritually. 
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God blessed Christ of Calvary Church. As the name of the church indicates, Jesus Christ 
is the head of this church and His continual blessing shows His pleasure in this. God's 
presence and the aura of His love were evident in the services and activities of the church. Many 
who entered the building commented continually on the overwhelming feeling of love that 
emanated from the congregation. The membership continued to grow and this growth necessi
tated the formation of a nursery and children's church upstairs to make room in the sanctuary for 
the adult members. The fellowship was amazing and the love of Christ permeated every aspect 
of the church. 

/.. 

It became evident in the late SO's and early 90's 
that the church could no longer accommodate 

• the growing membership. God inspired Pastor
:I Fortson a�d. his growing con�regation to envi�ion

· ·. , a new bu1ld1ng even though 1t seemed a physical 
' and financial impossibility. However, with God all 

things are possible! Over the next six years, God 
would show Christ of Calvary that He was God 
and had control of all situations. Jesus had given 
the vision and now He went to work to bring it to 
pass. 

God, as is His way most of the time, requires a show of faith in order to resolve the situations in 
which we find ourselves. The Lord inspired Pastor Fortson to challenge the congregation to 
"prove" Him for a new building at the present South 61st St. address. While the membership had 
grown over the years, of its 200 enrolled members, 100 were active and 50% of them were chil
dren. The congregation, however, responded to the challenge by increasing its giving far above 
that which would be expected from a congregation of its present size. This initiated an amazing 
set of events that can only be attributed to the Hand of God. 

In order for a new building to become a reality, several factors had to occur. The area on which 
the church sat was not large enough to build on. There was a need for additional space. It would 
be necessary to find a temporary site for worship during the building process. Most importantly, 
financing would have to be secured to complete the project. God gave the vision, stirred up the 
people to embrace the vision, and now He had to make provision for the vision. The impossible 
was about to become a reality! 

First, the two houses immediately adjacent to the church building on 61st St. went up for sale. 
Pastor Fortson inquired about the purchase price for the two buildings. When he learned what 
was being asked for each building, he again through inspiration from God, offered the owner the 
price of one building for both buildings. This was rejected immediately. However, a week or two 
later, the owner contacted Pastor Fortson to let him know that he had changed his mind and was 
willing to sell both properties for the price of one. Isn't that just like God? He was just getting 
started! The buildings were purchased and leveled doubling the ground area owned by the 
church. 

Next, the church secured the services of a professional architect, Mr. William Dodd, He was 
contracted to draw the vision of the new sanctuary. Mr. Dodd later presented two sets of plans 
for the building and the church chose the one they felt best represented the vision. An 
architectural drawing was made from this choice and copies were distributed to the church 
members. 

Some of the members noted something astonishing in the drawing. It appeared that Mr. Dodd 
inadvertently included the clubhouse building, located next to the church on the Larchwood Street 
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tively new, black owned bank. When the pastor met with the bank CEO, he immediate
ly recognized her as the woman in a dream he had in which God sent a woman to help 
him. Emma Chappell was the bank CEO at the time. When she asked him what she could do to 
help him, Pastor Fortson knew that God had sent him there. United Bank fully financed the proj
ect. 
The new building took a little over a year to build. On a rainy Sunday afternoon, October 26, 
1997, dignitaries, a flood of congregants, supporters, officials, and friends gathered at the new 
beautiful edifice at 500 South 61st Street at Larchwood Avenue for service and a ribbon cutting 
ceremony. The dignitaries included: The Honorable W. Wilson Goode (who was the mayor at the 
time), the late Lucien Blackwell, United States Congressman and his wife Janie, Councilwoman for 
the City of Philadelphia; Ms. Emma Chappell, Chief Executive Officer, and Mr. Norman Green both 
of United Bank of Philadelphia; Ms. Geraldine De Berry, Vice President, CoreStates Bank; Mr. 
William H. Dodd, Architect; Mr. Frank Esposito, Sr., General Contractor; and Mr. Norman Cole, 
Plumbing Contractor. There were six days of revival, praise, and worship services to glorify God 
for the marvelous blessing He had given us. 
During the fall of 1999, Reverend Rodney D. Rogers of the University of Pennsylvania, visited the 
church to interview Pastor Fortson. After the interview, Pastor asked Reverend Rogers to come 
visit the church sometime. Reverend Rogers and his family were looking for a church home in 
Philadelphia, so he and his family did visit. After visiting the church several times, the Rogers' 
family joined under watch care. The Rogers family consists of Reverend Rodney D., Lanese T. 
Rogers, (wife); Morgan P. Rogers, (oldest child and daughter); Joshua D. Rogers, (son); Nicole S. 
D. Rogers (daughter);, and Simone R. Rogers (youngest child and daughter).
After joining the church, the pastor and members of the church began to share the pastor's 
insights on the appointment of an assistant pastor. Pastor Fortson told Reverend Rogers that the 
Lord had shown him that he was the successor of the work at Christ of Calvary Church. In fact, 
the Lord had shown Pastor Fortson a vision of the man who would replace him as the watchman 
on the wall. The Lord reminded him of the vision and instantly recognized Reverend Rogers as 
the man he had seen many years ago in a vision. 
On Sunday, April 7, 2002, Pastor Abner L. Fortson, under the anointing of the Holy Ghost laid 
hands upon Reverend Rodney D. Rogers and appointed him assistant pastor of Christ of Calvary 
Church. This marked the first time in the ministry of Pastor Fortson and the history of Christ of 
Calvary Church that an assistant pastor was appointed and received. Immediately after service, 
there was a reception in Fellowship Hall and many dignitaries came. 

--- ., . 

·,..-.�- .- ·.:.r·-.-,-

-=._:_:_ It was a union made in heaven 
- Pastor Fortson and Reverend
Rogers had developed a special
and great bond. They truly loved
each other as brothers in Christ.
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--This father/son friendship shared 
· ·:· many dreams and visions. Words

can can not express how God used   ,__ , ..  
;I'\ prayer; the bible was the center of 
'If>"]: "'· i their conversations - they studied1 together and they worshipped
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together - many referred to them 
- as "Elijah and Elisha." In 2005 the
month of April on the 5th day
Reverend Abner L. Fortson was
summoned home.11================
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