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WEEK 9                        THE FOUNDATION FOR MARRIAGE 
 
 Unity between two people requires their mutual acceptance of a set of principles that 
will guide their relationship.  A marriage that will last needs to be based upon truths that 
will last. 
 Opinion is a very weak and shifting foundation upon which to build a marriage.  One 
person’s opinion is often as good as another’s.  Opinions change as experiences and 
circumstances change.  Opinions are formed and also change as a result of error and 
misunderstanding.  Personal opinions are invariably self-serving. 
 As marriage is a relationship established by the creator of mankind, it follows that the 
best information about the principles of marriage will be found in our Creator’s revelation to 
mankind, the Bible.  This third party truth, revealed to us and preserved over time through 
the oversight of the Holy Spirit, should be studied and committed to by both a husband and 
wife.  The mutual submission to one another that is so critical to a meaningful marriage is 
made so much easier and achievable when a couple first submits to Jesus Christ and to the 
truths about life and marriage that are revealed in scripture. 
 
Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:27-31 

But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong.  He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things-and the 
things that are not-to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before him.  It is because of 
him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God-that is, our righteousness, 
holiness and redemption.  Therefore, as it is written: "Let him who boasts boast in the Lord."   
NIV 
 
Some Things to Do This Week 

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like 
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need 
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse 
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness 
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage 
 
This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three-ring binder so that you will have the 
entire fifty-two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others. 
 
 
 
© Ronald G. Joyner 

 


