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              Marriage 

WEEK 8                               WHAT’S THE MAIN THING? 
 
 Every marriage has a main thing.  Something really big or important draws a couple 
together and will be the glue that holds them together—maybe. 
 Just about everyone will say that they marry because they are in love.  On one level 
this is most likely true.  The real question to be answered is, “Does this love sit on top of 
something else?”  What if a couple in love marries to satisfy family, cultural, or religious 
expectations?  What if a couple in love wants their own children?  What if a couple in love is 
very concerned about security or financial success?  What if a couple in love is attracted to 
one another by sex appeal or lifestyle preferences?  The truth is that many couples marry 
while in love but with a secondary objective that is quite pragmatic or self-serving.  Some 
people, even though they are in love, marry with a specific outcome in mind, and when their 
expectations are not met they may lose their enthusiasm to continue in the relationship.  
Statistically, this happens about 50% of the time to both Christians and non-Christians. 
 When the main thing in a marriage goes away or is unable to be attained, will what is 
left in the relationship be enough to still make the marriage fulfilling to both the husband 
and the wife?  How conditional were the marriage vows that stated, “To have and to hold, 
from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness or in health, to 
love and to cherish 'till death do us part?”  A covenant marriage is an unconditional marriage 
where love sits atop a mutual commitment to stay faithful and to work together to find 
meaning in the relationship regardless of the circumstances. 
 
Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 3:10-13 
…But each one should be careful how he builds.  For no one can lay any foundation other than the one 
already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly 
stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light.  
NIV                  
 
Some Things to Do This Week 
Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like 
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need 
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse 
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness 
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage 
 
This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three-ring binder so that you will have the 
entire fifty-two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.  
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