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WEEK 52                               IN DEFENSE OF MARRIAGE
 
 The best defense of what marriage is supposed to be does not take place during a 
bible class, on talk radio, or in a voting booth.  The best defense of marriage takes place in the 
bedroom, around the kitchen table, on a family’s vacation, and during the time spent with 
family and friends.  The claims about the biblical model for marriage are best validated for 
others, especially children, when they see marriages that actually work.
 The defense of biblical marriage is more than a political or an intellectual exercise.  
Working on and attending to a marriage involves a commitment to action, so it takes a 
concerted effort to create the kind of marriage that provides for its own defense by example.  
A marriage that is truly loving, functional, safe, and personally enriching be
attractive relationship to others who may be looking for an authentic and scripturally sound 
way to spend a lifetime together as husband and wife.
 The broader culture does not honor marriage in the same way as the Bible, nor are 
cultural expectations for marriages as great.  The cultural definition of marriage will always 
lean towards what is expedient and pragmatic.  So then, the definition of marriage will never 
be its best defense.  How well as marriage is lived out will always be the best repr
of what biblical marriage is intended to be.
 
Scripture Reading: 1 Peter 2:12

Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see 
your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 
 
Some Things to Do This Week

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage
 
This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three
entire fifty-two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.
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