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WEEK 48                     THE DISCIPLINE OF DISCERNMENT
 
 Marriage throughout the ages has been a delicate balance between expecting too 
much and giving up too much.  The moderating factor between these two extremes is 
discernment.  Discernment is not about power, opinions
the structured and deliberative attempt to examine the options available in any given 
situation and based upon the best information available 
appropriate to the outcome desired and the resources available.
pluses and minuses of each possible decision and 
interest of their marriage.  A married couple’s 
are being too selfish or impatient and when their fear or lack of experience is holding them 
back. 
 From time to time in any marriage the question
what is substance.  There will always be the 
attractive and what things have substance.  Real estate, exotic vacations, nice cars, and stylish 
clothes are attractions, but how does th
the 401(k) retirement account, purposing a regular contribution to the church, staying out of 
debt, and taking care of yourself and the things that you own.  Discernment is a personal 
discipline that involves the prudent application of courage, sacrifice, 
within the context of both hope and 
 For discernment to work there has to be confidence, and confidence can only develop 
when the truth being considered is truth 
and behavioral principles found in the Bible provide the truth upon which a 
couple, with the promised assistance of the Holy Spirit,
making decisions important to their marriage.
 
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.
 
Some Things to Do This Week

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage
 
This page is designed to be printed and placed in a three
entire fifty-two week series for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.
© Ronald G. Joyner 

 

Marriage 
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outcome desired and the resources available.  Discernment weighs all the 
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married couple’s use of discernment will warn them when they 
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From time to time in any marriage the question will arise as to what is sizzle and 
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have substance.  Real estate, exotic vacations, nice cars, and stylish 
clothes are attractions, but how does the substance of these things stack up against funding 
the 401(k) retirement account, purposing a regular contribution to the church, staying out of 
debt, and taking care of yourself and the things that you own.  Discernment is a personal 
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For discernment to work there has to be confidence, and confidence can only develop 
being considered is truth that can be trusted.  The moral, ethical, spiritual, 
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Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

ome Things to Do This Week 

Day 2: Reflect on the message and scripture reading; journal if you like 
Day 3: Pray for or meditate on what you think you need 
Day 4: Discuss the message and scripture with your spouse 
Day 5: Plan how you can best respond to the message 
Day 6: Rest; don’t think about the message or the scripture; listen in the stillness
Day 7: Recommit yourself to your marriage 
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eries for future reference, personal study, and to share with others.
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